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ANNUA L REPORT OF THE FACULTY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1987-88
ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE
The Faculty Advisory Committee pursued the activities
prescribed for it in the Faculty Manual, investigating issues of
concern to the faculty and recommending appropriate action to the
Faculty Senate as summarized in the synopsis of meetings below.
One issue that arose, the association of the un iversity in a
consortium with Clemson University and the Medical University of
South Carol ina to form a relationship with the Savannah River
Laborator y, required the committee to extend its scope by
designating an ad-hoc committee to organize forums for the airing
of faculty opi nion.
This issue also resulted in the formation of
a new faculty committee to facilitate faculty invol v ement in the
formation of policy to govern this relationship.
SYNOPSIS OF MEETINGS
September 11:
Professor Sharp, chair of the Grade Change Commi ttee, and T.
Luther Gunter , Registrar, were present to describe problems
arising from the large accumulation of unrepo rt ed grades (NR's).
The committee decided to recommend a policy , subs equently adopted
at the November Senate meeting, whereby these woul d be replaced
by F after one semester.
October 14:
Accompa nied by Vice-President Dennis Pruitt, Mr. Wayne Lynn,
and Mr. Donald Wood of the Association of Afro-America n Students
presented a proposal for excused absences to allow students to
attend events commemorating the birthday of Dr. Mar tin Luther
King , Jr.
The committee decided to respond by letter, stating
that the current attendance policy already allows for such
absences . The committee then approved a recommendation to the
Faculty Senate for some changes in the proceedure for nominating
the Tenure and Promotion Committee.
Finally, the committee
discussed the policy of posting grades by Social Security number.
It was felt that an alternative proceedure for identifying all
students was appropriate, and the matter was referred to the
Provost's off ice.
November 11:
The committee considered whether the newly-constitu ted
Library Committe e should have a representative from the
uni versity campuses. Mr. Toombes, Director of Libraries, and Dr.
Gardner , Associate Vice President for University Campuses and
Continu ing Education, were present to argue the negative and
affirmat ive sides, respectively.
The committee could not reach a
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consensus, and sent the matter back to the Steering Committee
without a recommendation.
February 10:
The committee discussed the proposed association of the
University with the Savannah River Laboratory, concluding that
faculty involvement in this process should be sought. The Chair
was instructed to establish and chair a five member ad-hoc
committee to organize hearings on the matter before the full
faculty. A proposed change in tenure and promotion proceedures
from the College of Social Work was reviewed. A clarification of
the Faculty Manual specification of eligibility for faculty
committees was approved for recommendation to senate.
March 14:
No new issues were brought before the committee at this
meeting, which was devoted to the completion of several items of
old business.
April 13:
The committee discussed the situation with respect to
association of the University with the Savannah River Laboratory.
High faculty interest and the imminence of a decision on the part
of the administration indicated that the Faculty Advisory
Committee should formulate resolutions expressing faculty views
of the matter for presentation to the General Faculty meeting in
May. These resolutions were to be formulated after a report from
the ad-hoc committee was received. Under new business, it was
noted that there is an increased reluctance on the part of
faculty members to serve on committees. No solution of this
problem was found.
April 27 (special meeting):
After recieving a report from the ad-hoc committee and
hearing the views of a delegation comprising Ardis Savory,
Senior Vice President for Research, James Durig, Dean of Science
and Mathematics, Kenneth Humphries, Dean of Engineering, and
Winona Vernberg, Dean of the College of Health, the committee
considered resolutions to be presented to the General Faculty at
the May meeting. Issues the committee felt should be addressed
were (1) management, (2) first refusal, (3) classified research,
(4) academic freedom, (5) safety and liability, and (6)
continuing faculty review.
May 2 (special meeting):
Resolutions for May faculty meeting were refined and
approved.
May 11:
The committee approved a resolution for the Faculty Senate
creating the Savannah River Laboratory Committee. Proposals for
changing the makeup of the Faculty Budget Committee were
entertained and deferred. The proceedure for awarding chairs was
made committee business.
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June 22:
Followin9 further discussion of the constitution of the
Faculty Budget Committee and of the proceedure for awarding
chairs, both issues were deferred until more information was
gathered.
ACTIVITIES OF THE AD-HOC COMMITTEE FOR THE SAVANNAH RIVER
LABORATORY:
The ad-hoc committee met approximately a dozen times to
gather information from officers of the university concerning the
state of negotiations, to solicit and communicate faculty views
concerning the possible association, and to plan and conduct two
general meetings of the faculty where the issue was discussed.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE FACULTY ADVISORY COMMITTEE:
Natalie K. Hevener(l988), Gov'm't and Intern'l Studies
James M. Knight(1988), Physics, Chair
Joseph H. Gibbons(1989), Engineering
John M. Herr, Jr.(1989), Biology
Robert J. Carlsson(1990), Economics, Secretary
Keith E. Davis(1990), Psychology
Francis T. Borkowski, ex officio, Provost
Chester W. Bain, ex officio, Acting Provost
The new members, with terms expiring in 1991, are
Robert L. Felix, Law
Trevor Howard-Hill, English
John Herr was elected to chair the committee for the 1988-89
academic year.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE AD-HOC COMMITTEE FOR THE SAVANNAH RIVER
LABORATORY:
John M. Dean, Biology
James M. Knight, Physics, Chair
Ferdinand Schoeman, Philosophy
Elmer G. Schwartz, Engineering
Peter Sederberg, Government and International Studies
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