UNIVERSITY SAFETY COMMITTEE
PROFESSOR RICHARD CONANT, CHAIR
One of the major factors in making any community safe is the
education of its citizenry.
This is no less true of the use
Campus.
I believe that if we can educate the students, staff,
faculty, and administration members to observe various simple and
reasonable precautions, the security of all on this campus will be
enhanced.
I believe that the major functions of the Safety
Committee are to help coordinate the various organizations that are
concerned with safety, to educate, and to disseminate information.
The USC Campus in Columbia is, in fact, a relatively safe and
secure place.
It is probably safer than most of the areas that
surround it. Nonetheless, in a downtown campus in a free society,
crime will occur.
The police cannot be everywhere.
None of us
wants to live in a police state.
USC has an excellent Division of Law Enforcement and Safety with
its attendant Police Department. After some unfortunate criminal
incidents in the late '?O's, President Holderman, who has always
shown his concern for safety at use, brought in a top official from
the State Law Enforcement Division, Pete Stokes, who is now Senior
Vice President for the Division of Law Enforcement and Safety.
Vice President Stokes, along with the staff he brought with him,
others already here, and newcomers, has done an excellent job.
Meanwhile, Danny Baker, Assistant Vice President and Weaver
Grayson, Training Coordinator have been instituting security
measures and offering education programs for years. These include
the following: Project ID, Safety Days, Rape Awareness, Residence
Hall Staff Training, Bicycle Registration, Video Resources, Spring
Break Campaign, Operation Campus Watch, the Use sense and Caution
Campaign, and many others. Most recently, Danny Baker and others
from the Division participated in Carolina Preview with the
Freshman Follies where they presented a David Letterman-type
format, that, while very entertaining, covered five major areas of
safety concerns for over 1000 freshmen.
They are also making
presentations to the University 101 classes.
Last year, by the
way, they spoke by invitation to more than 1244 freshmen in
University 101. The response to and approbation for these programs
has been considerable. , It is because of such continuing and
innovative programs that the Division received the General Electric
Award for Crime Prevention in 1985. They won this over all other
police departments in the state (includes state and county
departments) .
Nonetheless, no matter how forward-looking programs are, if the
intended recipients either ignore them or fail to follow the advice
offered, the individual's security is not enhanced. For example,
with Project ID, the use Police Department will go out and engrave
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a special number on a student's, staff member's, or faculty
member's valuable property on campus. This makes it possible for
police virtually anywhere in the world to trace stolen goods back
to the owner. Clearly, if our citizens do not avail themselves of
this program, it is for naught. Or if--as happened last year--an
excellent Rape Prevention Seminar is held, but nobody attends, it
is not terribly effective. When individuals continue to maintain
and "it can't happen to me" attitude, all these efforts can be
futile.
On the other hand, the perseverance of the personnel in Law
Enforcement with these programs, in spite of occasional seeming
indifference by an apathetic citizenry, has yielded significant
results.
The crime rate per number of persons was reduced from
previous years and the clearance rate for crimes committed has
increased significantly. The response to such programs as Project
ID, Bicycle Security and Registration, and others has increased-and continues to increase--markedly.
Again, when individuals
realize that they themselves are in large part responsible for
their own safety and for that of their possessions, the resuits can
be encouraging.
To further increase the security of the University environment, a
number of steps have been taken by the Administration, the Division
of Law Enforcement and Safety and other concerned campus
organizations such as Student Affairs, Student Government, Housing
Services, Operational Services and others. These steps include:
1. A new emergency phone number 7-9111 to replace the old one 75226 which virtually nobody knew or could remember ... This has been
extensively publicized as in the first page of the new USC
Directory, in articles, with a flyer, etc ..• Stickers advertising
it will also be placed on many campus phones.
2.
Over 22 Call Boxes have been installed on campus. A push of
the black button gives one immediate contact with the police
department.
The police immediately know which call box has been
activated and the line stays open for possible conversation for a
designated length of time.
This has also been publicized
extensively.
3.
Increased lighting,
areas.

especially

in high pedestrian traffic

4.
A Lightways/Call Box location map is being printed and
distributed by student Government.
We encourage all campus
personnel to study it for the call box locations as well as for the
best and safest paths for traversing the campus on foot at night.
5. Security in the Blossom Street garage has increased through the
hiring of full-time security guards, the instituting of ID checks,
and the use of tags to be hung from the rearview mirrors of the
cars that belong there.
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6.
Security in housing has been increased through the assigning
of a lieutenant to coordinate with campus police, ,the hiring of
additional security guards, and new locks and card keys at selected
dorms. A high-tech Perimeter Access System will soon be installed
in Thornwell and the Towers as a trial for possible installation
in all dorms and selected public buildings (more about this at a
later date) .
The above represent only a few of the more visible physical
measures that have been taken in the last several months.
Last April,
the following were listed by various
organizations as some of their upcoming security and
programs:

campus
safety

--Law Enforcement and Safety
Bike Lock Program, Program
Regarding Obscene Telephone Calls, Book Theft Educational Programs,
Resident Hall Doorknob Hangers (reminding students to lock their
doors), and a new Emergency Phone Number.
--Women Students' Services--Acquaintance Rape
Program, Sexual Harassment Review Committee,
Awareness Week, Acquaintance Rape Publications
miscellaneous educational programs.

Peer Educators
Sexual Assault
and Video, and

--student Affairs--Safety programs in orientation sessions at
Carolina Camp, throughout Preview Week, during Resident Advisor
Training, in Graduate Assistant Training and in residence halls.
Off Campus Student Services sponsored programs.
The committee as a who le is also presently investigating the
possibilities of placing strobe lights on the call boxes,
increasing shuttle service, and increasing participation in the APO
Volunteer Escort Service.
Our Education Sub-committee is presently planning our upcoming
Safety Week which will be October 9-13.
During this week many
crime prevention-type programs will be presented, some in an
entertaining theatrical format. Also, on October 10 at 8:30 p.m.
we will dedicate the call boxes and have a lightways/call box walk
around the campus to help familiarize the University personnel with
the locations. The participation of students, staff, faculty and
administrators is most crucial for the success of this venture.
As Chairman of the Safety Committee, in addition to commending the
Division of Law Enforcement and Safety personnel and to the other
civilian components of this committee, I want to especially commend
Marie-Louise Ramsdale and the Student Government. Marie-Louise has
demonstrated herself to be a most dynamic and energetic Student
Body President and has been the driving force behind several of the
safety projects and, indeed, the forming of this committee. With
the invaluable support of President Holderman, she was notably
instrumental in obtaining the call boxes and planning the lightways
map. Largely due to her efforts the Student Government in October
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received the Community Risk Reduction Award from the "Take Back the
Night Coalition" in a ceremony at the state House.
Chris Cromer
and Paula Woods, two of USC's finest in the excellent Reserve
Police Officers' Program, have also been exceptionally helpful and
articulate students in the committee's efforts.
The members of the committee and their areas are listed below.
Please feel free to contact me or any of them with any safety
concerns or suggestions.
(See attachment for membership list.)
Respectfully submitted,

RJaul C~tstt)
0

Richard Conant, Chairman
University Safety Committee
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Dr. Richard Conant, Chair
Professor
School of Music
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Eric Grabski
Corporal
University Police Department
John W. Adams
Professor
Department of Anthropology
Danny Baker
Asst. Vice Pres.
Law Enforcement & Safety
Jimmy Cooper
Operational Services
743 Green Street
Dave Macauley
University Housing Services
1215 Blossom Street
Sarah Boyd
Outreach Programs
900 Assembly Street
Cathy Grzybowski
Chief of Staff, Student Government
Russell House
Berkeley Grier
Student Government
Russell House
Marie Louise Ramsdale
President, Student Government
Russell House
Deb~ Ritter
Resident Student Development
1215 Blossom Street

Leigh Stanton
Women Students' Services
Student Life, Russell House
Jim Doran
Assistant to the Vice President
Student Affairs, 109 Russell House
Dr. Sandra Wertz
Media Arts
Coliseum
Vic Pyle III
Student Goverrunent
Russell House
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