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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mary Ellen O'Leary, Chair - Admissions Committee

FROM:

George M. Reeves, Interim Provost

SUBJECT:

CHE Admissions Guidelines

I wish to thank the Admissions Committee for its help in recommending
the minor changes that would bring USG-Columbia's admissions high school
prerequisite requirements into compliance with the CHE guidelines.
As I discussed with the Committee, the University is in an awkward
position on this issue. In 1983, the CHE Council of Academic Officers
unanimously put forward the list of sixteen high school course prerequisites
that public colleges and universities would use for admission to their
institutions. Provost Borkowski represented the University on the Council and
agreed to the recommendation. President Holderman also assured the CHE in
writing that all the University campuses would abide by the list of courses.
Essentially the agreement stipulates that institutions could have additional
requirements, but that every institution's list would include at least the
sixteen courses agreed to by the Council. USG-Columbia has not been in
complete compliance with this agreement.
The Admissions Committee recommendations to the Faculty Senate would
have the effect of bringing the University to the minimal level of adherence
to the CHE guidelines to which we were institutionally committed a number of
years ago.
I would be happy to answer any additional questions that the Admissions
Committee might have, or that the Faculty Senate might pose when considering
the recommendations.
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The University of South Carolina : USC Aiken ; USC Salkehatch1e. Allendale ; USC Beaufort ; USC Columbia; Coastal
Carolina College . Conway; use Lancaster; USC Spartanburg ; use Sumter; USC Union ; and the Military Campus .

(
ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE
.. for consideration by the Faculty Senate on November 6, 1991

Present USC

Requirements

Prospective students must have adequate preparation for the
curriculum in which they plan to enroll. At a minimum, applicants for admission are required to complete a college preparatory program with at least 15 high school units distributed among
the following academic subjects: ·

Proposed

USC

Requirements

High School Course
Requirements for Applicants
to South Carolina Public
Colleges and Universities

Prospective students must have adequate
preparation for the curriculum in which
they plan to enroll. At a minimum,
applicants for admission are required to
complete a college preparatory program
with units distributed among the
following academic subjects:
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1. English (4 units]. The four units of English must be in college
preparatory courses. Student must choose two courses which
have strong grammar and composition components, at least
one which surveys English literature, and one in American
literature.
·

2. Mathematics (3 units]. The three units of mathematics must
include Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry. (Note: Algebra
I counts as one unit, even though some schools teach it over
two years.) Prospective majors in science, mathematics, and
engineering are strongly advised to include adequate preparation in trigonometry.

English [4 units]. The four units of
English must be in college preparatory
courses. Students must choose two
courses which have strong grammar and
composition components, at least one
in English literature, and one in
.American
literature.

Four units of English: at least two having
strong grammar and composition
components, at least one in American
literature (completion of college
preparatory English I, II, III and IV will
meet this criterion)

Mathematics [3 units]. The three
units of mathematics must include
Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry.
(Note: Algebra I counts as one unit, even
though some schools teach it over two
years.) Prospective majors in science,
mathematics, and engineering are
strongly advised to include adequate
preparation in trigonometry.

Three units of mathematics:
algebra I and II

Including

3. Laboratory Science [2 units]. The two laboratory science .
units must be taken in different academic areas chosen from
biology , chemistry, or physics . Prospective science, mathematics, and engineering majors should include one unit in
each of those laboratory sciences.

4. Social Studies [3 units]. Three units of social studies are
required. Prospective social science majors are advised to take
one additional unit of social studies.
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Social Studies [3 units].
Three
units of social studies, one of which
must be a course in U.S. history.
Prospective social science majors are
advised to take one additional unit of
social studies.

Two units of laboratory science: at least
one unit each of two laboratory sciences
chosen from biology, chemistry, or
physics

~unit

of U. S. history

Two units of additional social studies;
half unit each in economics and
government are strongly recommended

S. Foreign Language [2 units]. The two units of foreign
language must be in the same language. Additional work in
classical and/or modem.foreign language is recommended.

Foreign Language [2 units]. The two
units of foreign language must be in the
same language. Additional work in
classical and/or modem foreign language
is recommended.

Two units of the same foreign language.

6. Defined Elective [1 unit]. One additional unit must be
chosen from the defined academic areas of English, Math-

Defined Elective [1 unit].
One
unit of advanced mathematics or
computer science or a combination
or these; or one unit of world
history, world geography or
western
civilization.

One unit of advanced mathematics or
computer science or a combination of
these; or one unit of world history, world
geography, or western civilization.
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Laboratory Science [2 units].
The
two laboratory sciences must be taken in
· different academic areas chosen from
biology, chemistry, - or physics.
Prospective science, mathematics and
engineering majors should include one
unit in each of those laboratory sciences.

ematics, Laboratory Science, Social Studies, or Fo~elgn Language.

Prospective studerits must earn a cumulative grade average of C
or better on the 15 units of college preparatory course work
defined above.

Prospective students must earn a
cumulative grade average of C or better on
the 15 academic units defined above.
Physical Education [1 unit].
unit of physical education or
is
required.
TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED: 16

(

One
ROTC

One unit of physical education or ROTC

TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED

16

ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE, continued

RATIONALE: For the past several years, high school students in
South Carolina have been informed of a list of courses which would
be required for admission to any public college or university in the
state. These requirements became mandatory for the freshman class
of Fall 1988. Guidance counselors have put great emphasis on these
courses, and consequently students have built their high school
curricula around them. The result has been a dramatic increase both in offerings and in enrollments - in college preparatory courses
in the high schools of South Carolina. By satisfying these minimum
course requirements, students have gained better preparation in
solid academic areas. (In order to graduate from a public high school
in South Carolina, a student must earn at least 20 units, one of which
must be in Physical Education or ROTC.)
Whereas the overall admission requirements at USC-Columbia
remain more stringent than "High School Course Requirements for
Applicants to South Carolina Public Colleges and Universities," the
change proposed today will clarify the choices students should make
in planning their high school programs.
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