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6 STUDIES IN SCOTTISH LITERATURE

Many people fall in these hatd battles, cthers are scattered and their
leader Robert Bruce remains again alone but still unconquered. This
time he moves to the Irish shore with the decision never more to
return to his country. He contemplates joining the crusaders and mov-
ing to Palestine so

That he might on a blessed campaign, with the
years

And the strength that remained, give some aid
there. (p. 245)

While on the desolate shore, lonely Robert waits for the ships
which carry the crusaders to the Holy Land and recalls his own country
and its mournful fate. Here his watchful eye catches a spider at work
high on the ceiling. This is, of course, the spider which had attracted
Lesja to Bruce’s story® and became an inspiration to her. Thus she
describes the spider in the finest way, depicting its effort and deter-
mination to achieve the goal:

And thuswise six times fell the spider,
And six times she climbed, till at Jast,
The seventh time, she was victorious,
And the thread to the wall was made fast. (p. 246)

This accomplishment changes Robert’s determination

And [he] cried: “Can it be that a knight has
Than a spider less will to endure?” (p. 246)

He returns to his native land with a firm decision to go to the
battlefield for the seventh time:

“All men, to arms! . ..

:I‘o.ar;ns!' N.ow. w.ho’.s b.ehi.nd.m;e?"' (i). .246.) ’
The Scottish folk respond enthusiastically to this new call and uphold
Robert’s final decision:

Scotland will rise! The Scottish soul
Has not burned out forever,

A seventh time as at the first

The folk will throng together. (p. 246)

The insurrection comes as a complete surprise for the English,
whose military forces are dispersed and difficult to assemble at once.
Bruce's country folk, on the contrary, are appearing as if from undes-
ground, led by their courageous leader who looks like a “thunderbolt.”

5. See Kosach-Kryvynyuk, p. 175.
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This final battle, in the Ukrainian version, is not called the battle of
Bannockburn; it is just the decisive battle, where suddenly fortune’s
wheel turns towards the Scots because

. each Scot shall a free lord be
In his forefather’s country. (p. 248)

And they become victorious in this great battle, and their banners and
swords are raised high again.

Then the thankful Scots offer their royal crown to Robert Bruce,
and he becomes “Free Scotland’s King forever!” (p. 249). Through
this act, which is also the product of Lesja’s imagination, the Scots
recognize Robert Bruce’s services to his country as well as his deter-
mination to carry the struggle to its completion.

But being proud of their King, the Scots also want to remind him
that they will not tolerate oppression:

We have crowned thee as King and our ruler,
We'll uncrown thee again easily,

And if thou shouldst rise up against us,

Then we shall rise up against thee. (p. 250)

The poem ends with an inspiring conclusion that God should grant
the Scottish people

“Agreement sincere, order true!” (p. 251)
because

“While still the sun is shining in the heavens
The Scottish people will not bear the yoke!” (p. 251)

Lesja Ukrajinka’s “Robert Bruce, King of Scotland” is a thrilling
tale depicting Bruce and the Scottish peasants in their fight for free-
dom. Bruce is portrayed as a national hero from the very beginning
of the poem. He defies the English King, fights his armies, and
finally himself becomes the Scottish King. The events in the poem, as
can be seen from the above description, do not follow historical
chronology; on the contrary, they are set according to the poetic re-
quirements of Lesja’s imagination. Thus, for example, Lesja transfers
Bruce’s coronation to the end of the poem, whereas historically it
took place (March 25, 1306) immediately after the murder of John
("the Red”) Comyn, a possible rival to Bruce for the throne. This
change becomes quite justifiable because Bruce earns the royal title of
Scotland as a deserved recognition. Lesja develops Bruce’s character
gradually. He begins as a common but valiant knight, homeless wan-
derer, loser for six times on the battlefields (which Lesja does not
name but rather numbers); he then becomes victor at Bannockburn



