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Figure 7. This image captures some of the girls who attended Camp Jocassee partaking in horseback riding which 
was one of the favorite activities of the campers (Fletcher, 2014).  

 

 

Figure 8. The bridge pictured was the primary entrance to Jocassee Valley and “a favorite spot for girls attending 
Lake Jocassee” (Fletcher, 2014). This bridge currently resides at the bottom of Lake Jocassee (see Figure 9). 
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Figure 9. The Greenville Journal depicts the different structures that still exist at the bottom of Lake Jocassee as 
remnants of the residents who once lived there (King, 2021). The Fletcher family who ran the Attukulla Lodge also 
was the only family to sue Duke Energy for the premature destruction of their family cabin (Gregory, 2019). 
Additionally, the covered bridge that lies at the bottom of Lake Jocassee can be pictured in Figure 8. 

 

Displacement of Populations and the Building of the Oconee Nuclear Power Plant 

The process of acquiring the land on which Lake Jocassee, Lake Keowee, and the Oconee 

Nuclear Power Station would be built began long before the official announcement in 1965 (see 

Figure 10). Starting in 1911, a geologic study showed the promise these lands had for 

hydroelectric energy production by declaring the rock that now composes the foundation of the 

Oconee plant to be “the most stable seam of rock in the country” (Hardesty, 2018). The Southern 

Power Company (which would eventually become Duke Power) had drawn up plans for 

constructing dams in the area by 1916 and had acquired appropriate tracts of land for the 

purpose. Ultimately, in 1948, the site was chosen for the Keowee-Toxaway Project (Gregory, 

2019). From the 1920s to the 1960s, Duke Power gradually acquired “more than one hundred 

thousand acres of land along the Keowee” through a variety of land acquisition methods 
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(Gregory, 2019). However, in 1963, Duke Power secretly established the South Carolina Land 

and Timber Company “for the explicit purpose of acquiring land,” despite the company’s name 

suggesting it was for timber rights, to avoid revealing its true intentions for the land purchases 

(Gregory, 2019).29 Duke Power, in addition to creating the South Carolina Land and Timber 

Company, also employed “well-known locals as buying agents” who used their knowledge of the 

area and relationships with locals to advance the company’s interests (Gregory, 2019). For 

example, agents in Keowee played to the elderly nature of their targets by claiming that the land 

would be purchased by people “who intended to farm the land again” (Gregory, 2019). In other 

words, they were able to gauge the sentiments of those living in the area and use that information 

to their advantage.30 

 
29 The transition into this stage of preparing Keowee and Jocassee as the site for the Keowee-Toxaway Project was 
instigated by the Federal government shutting down Duke Power’s proposed steam plant, Middleton Shoals, which 
was to be on the Savannah River (Gregory, 2019). 
30 The perspective on Duke Power’s actions of buying land in the name of harvesting timber or farming while 
instead flipping the land for inundation only a few years later seems to be largely looked over by most sources. For 
example, a study by Lipford et al. (2002) states that Duke's South Carolina Land and Timber company served “to 
manage its lands for timber production and to control erosion and sedimentation of reservoirs” (Lipford et al., 2002). 
This is contrary to the opinions gathered by Gregory (2019) from the victims of the displacement who had witnessed 
firsthand the immoral nature of Duke’s negotiations to amass ownership of lands within the Jocassee and Keowee 
Valleys.  
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Figure 10. The Jocassee Valley prior to its inundation, showing both the Whitewater River and the Attakulla Lodge 
(Lucas, 2004). This image was provided by former summer resident, Debbie Fletcher.  

Despite these promises of producing timber and farming the land, Duke Power 

announced in 1965 that it would be flooding the Keowee area and Lake Jocassee—a move that 

would displace local residents from their homelands (Gregory, 2019).31 While the announcement 

of damming the Keowee river “did not take most Jocassee residents by surprise,” the unrest 

surrounding the prospective loss of Jocassee Valley paired with watching Duke Power come in 

and raze their homes “caused emotions to run high” as highlighted by Debbie Fletcher in Images 

of America: Lake Jocassee (Fletcher, 2014).32 For example, one Oconee County local, Ed Few, 

who was 24 when Lake Keowee began to fill, described how quickly the whole process moved 

forward going from rumors he had heard all of his life to “the playing fields and fishing holes of 

 
31 Over the course of its 26 month filling period, Lake Keowee displaced forest and farmland that had once been the 
site of Fort Prince George and Keowee Town, a hub for the Cherokee Nation in the 18th century (Hardesty, 2018). 
The alliance between this British fort and Keowee Town in the 1750s may have prevented the French from 
significantly expanding their control which would have greatly altered the political landscape of colonial America 
(King, 2021). 
32 According to Fletcher, “there had been talk among the locals for years of a possible dam being built on the 
Keowee River.” However, the response to the announcement of the Keowee-Toxaway Project would end up 
escalating to the point that one resident went as far as setting fire to his own home so as to deny Duke the 
satisfaction (Fletcher, 2014). 
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his youth” being submerged while he was deployed to Vietnam (Hardesty, 2018). Few’s 

sentiments reflected Duke Power’s attempt to greatly accelerate the timeline, which left residents 

feeling even more uneasy about the project.33  

The individuals impacted by the displacement process did not have an opportunity to 

publicly express their viewpoints. Additionally, due to the advanced age of many of the area’s 

inhabitants at the project’s commencement, only a handful of their children remain to recount 

their experiences. Nevertheless, thanks to the work of a graduate student, Austin Gregory, a 

current Oconee County resident who was pursuing a Master of Arts in Appalachian Studies at 

East Tennessee State University, five individuals affected by the Keowee-Toxaway Project were 

interviewed and empowered to counter the narratives imposed on their loved ones.  

To begin to understand the significance the lands of the Jocassee and Keowee Valleys 

held for its inhabitants and admiring visitors, one must understand the natural beauty that this 

land possessed. These lands were recognized for their secluded and picturesque scenery. One 

member of the excavation team working at Fort Prince George voiced his frustrations with all 

this natural beauty disappearing by saying:  

For weeks, crews have been cutting down all the trees in the glorious Keowee Valley 

because the Duke Power Company, damn their eyes, is about to impound a lake that will 

flood the area with water a hundred feet deep...The valley, one of the most beautiful in 

the Southern United States, has been destroyed. I feel literally sick every time I see it. 

(Gregory, 2019)  

 
33 Duke Power went as far as threatening the Federal Power Commission (FPC), which is now the FERC, with 
moving “the project elsewhere at great expense” if they didn’t reach a decision on approving licensure for the 
Keowee-Toxaway Project by October 1st, 1966 (Gregory, 2019). 
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Furthermore, writer Rooche Field from the Seneca Journal and Tribune voices an opinion 

common among the locals and those who have experienced the beauty of these valleys saying: 

Nestled among the deep blue of the surrounding mountains and refreshed by the swift 

flow of the Whitewater River, Jocassee is a place of loveliness regardless of the season 

and is set apart from the noisy world of man. Any who see the valley would regret its loss 

forever. (Gregory, 2019)  

Moreover, the valleys had a natural flora and fauna that were unique to the area and alluring. 

Rudy Mancke, who was the host of South Carolina’s Public Radio’s Nature Notes and visited 

Jocassee Valley once in 1965, said in 2016 that he had been “blown away by the biodiversity” 

and attested “I sure do miss it” (Gregory, 2019). Not only had this natural beauty and nature 

drawn many visitors and summertime vacationers in, but for many of the residents who had lived 

in the valley year-round and were inhabiting land that had been passed down over the 

generations, these valleys were of particular cultural significance.  

According to Debbie Fletcher, a former summertime resident of Jocassee Valley and one 

of the five who was interviewed by Gregory, the “Jocassee Valley has enough history to fill 

many books of truth and legend” between its significance for the Cherokee tribe and the 

generations worth of heritage for those who worked and lived in the valley it contained. Fletcher 

goes on to stress the importance of the valley with its “fertile land … [and] growing livestock for 

its owners for generations” (Gregory, 2019). Additionally, in an interview with Gregory, Wilma 

Crocker Thompson, a former resident of Keowee Valley, shared that “she did not like it [the 

Keowee-Toxaway Project] because she assumed that her family’s farmhouse would always be 

there and be passed on from generation to generation” (Gregory, 2019). One former resident of 

Jocassee Valley and owner of Camp Jocassee, Morris Brown, attests to the value the land held 


