FA CULTY SENATE MINUTES
April 3, 1996

The meeting was called to order at 3 p.m. in Gambrell Auditorium by Henry Price, Chair.

I. CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF March 13, 1996.
The minutes were approved with the following correction.
pg. 3, 3rd line preceding HID. -- replace "suggested that the new curricula" with "observed
that a change in title and description".

II. REPORTS OF OFFICERS
IIA. Report of the President, President Palms:
1. The President corrected his statement that no members of the Faculty Promotion and
Tenure Ad Hoc Review Committee were administrators. There are two departmental
chairs and a few associate deans. However, these persons were chosen mainly for
their professional integrity, their ability and their rank. They will remain on the
committee. The majority is still comprised of full professors whose full-time job is to
be full-time faculty members.
2. The executive committee of the Council of Presidents unanimously passed a resolution
opposing the bill that the Legislature is considering that would allow the carrying of
concealed weapons on campuses.
3. The President reported that he had met with a subcommittee of the State Senate to stress
the importance of funding faculty salaries, with the additional moneys being included in
the formula. The President also said:

"I am hearing encouraging things and interest to increase the
allocations to formula funding over that which has been committed by
the House as well as trying to put substantially more money into faculty
and staff raises. So contact your representatives and your senators and
let's continue to push for this. It is certainly a much better climate in
the Legislature this year than there was last year".

IIB. Report of the Provost, Acting Provost Vernberg:
1 . There are 3 candidates, one internal (David Smith), for the Dean of Education. The two
external candidates, Wells Singleton from Ohio University and Jane Applegate from
West Virginia University, will be on campus between April 8 and April 16.
2. The three external candidates for the School of the Environment are having their visits
scheduled.
3. Lynn Webber, Memphis State, candidate for Director of Women's Studies will visit on
April 16-17.

III. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
IIIA. Senate Steering Committee, J. L. Safko:
The secretary reported that Profs. Nussbaum and Kosanovich were elected to Curricula and
Courses and that Profs. Borg and Safko were elected to Faculty Advisory.
The secretary then presented the following resolution from the Senate Steering Committee.
WHEREAS the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina is considering making
the carrying of concealed firearms generally legal in South Carolina; and
WHEREAS the rationale for this change in the law is that, if armed, the people of South
Carolina would be better able to protect themselves from criminal aggression against their
persons; and
WHEREAS college and university campuses are places where are assembled large
numbers of young people in various stages of maturity; and
WHEREAS college and university campuses are places at which controversial and
emotional issues are raised and discussed as a matter of routine; and
WHEREAS historically, colleges and universities have been devoted to the resolution of
differences of opinion by rational discourse and respectful tolerance; and
WHEREAS the University of South Carolina has sought to sustain this tradition by
prohibiting the possession of firearms on campus, including offices and residences; and
WHEREAS this ethos of peaceful resolution of hotly debated issues and emotionally
charged disputes could well be eroded by the ready availability of firearms; and
WHEREAS the public safety officials at the University of South Carolina represent that
crimes against the person are a relatively rare occurrence on the campus, given the large
concentration of persons; and
WHEREAS the same public safety officials represent that permitting the carrying of
concealed weapons on the campus would likely increase the numbers of crimes against
persons on the campus, especially at events attended by large numbers of the general
population: .
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE FACULTY SENATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH CAROLINA-- COLUMBIA, THAT:
The General Assembly of South Carolina exempt college and university campuses froin
the areas in which people may lawfully carry concealed firearms.

During the discussion, Stan Fryer (BADM) asked if this motion didn't require further time
for serious consideration. The general belief was that this was a matter than needed
immediate consideration since the Legislature was considering the matter. The motion was
approved.

IIIB. Grade Change Committee, Joseph Byrd, Chair:
The committee report was accepted as submitted with the editorial change of Mr. Flake's
grade to be from D+ to C.
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IIIC. Curricula and Courses Committee, Caroline Eastman, Chair:
The following actions were taken on the committee report.
Item I. College of Applied Professional Sciences was approved, after discussion with
editorial deletion of the hyphen in the description and the addition of the missing "I" in
interdisciplinary.
Item II, College of Journalism was approved as submitted as was item IIIA, Department of
Art.
Item IIIB from the College of Liberal Studies was approved after the discussion of adding a
new designator and with the knowledge that this was just "the tip of a large iceberg."
During the discussion a motion to send back to committee was defeated.
Item IIIC, Department of Geology, was withdrawn.
Item IIID, Department of Psychology, was approved with the editorial dropping of the
cross-listing and the withdrawal for the change in PSYC 226 (change previously
approved in July 1995).
.
Item IIIE, Department of Spanish, Italian and Portuguese, was presented to the faculty.
There was a discussion of the value and appropriateness of adding minors to the
catalog. The committee argument was that departments were free to add minors to the
catalog or continue the current reference of referring students to the department. The
motion passed.
Item IV, College of Science and Mathematics, and V, School of Public Health, were
approved with the correction of the spelling of Parasitology in ENHS 661.
Item VI. was presented to the Senate.

IIIC. Faculty Welfare Committee, Don Wedlock, Chair:
The committee will meet April 22 at 3 p.m. in the Faculty House.

IV. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY, J. L. Safko:
The next General Faculty Meeting will be April 23 at 3 p.m. The next Senate meeting will
be April 24 at 12:30 p.m., which is between the first and second exam times. Our summer
meeting will be July 8th at 3 p.m.

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS and VI. . NEW BUSINESS: none
VII. GOOD OF THE ORDER
Stan Fryer (BADM) requested the chair to distinguish between substantive actions and
matters that could be considered without advance notice. Chairman Price responded that
the decision as to whether a matter is a substantive matter is essentially a decision of the chair, which
the body can protest if they wish and overrule the chair on that decision. The question concerns the
submission as you are all aware I think of substantive matters through the senate for action. If it is
declared a substantive matter, action cannot be taken on that particular matter at that particular meeting.
It must be postponed until the following meeting. It can be discussed, but not acted upon. And it is a
decision of the chair whether it is a substantive matter or not. The decision of the chair in this case
was it was not.

VIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS: None
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