
University of South Carolina University of South Carolina 

Scholar Commons Scholar Commons 

SCIAA Newsletter - Notebook Archaeology and Anthropology, South Carolina 
Institute of 

9-1974 

Notebook - September-December 1974 Notebook - September-December 1974 

South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology--University of South Carolina 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/notebook 

 Part of the Anthropology Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
University of South Carolina, "South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology - Notebook, 
September-December 1974". http://scholarcommons.sc.edu/notebook/37/ 

This Newsletter is brought to you by the Archaeology and Anthropology, South Carolina Institute of at Scholar 
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in SCIAA Newsletter - Notebook by an authorized administrator of 
Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact digres@mailbox.sc.edu. 

















On the western side of the river in Lexington County the terrain 
is more varied. The river channel is constrained by bluffs �1�0�~�1�5� 

feet high, beyond which are flat to rolling low-lying fields. The 
terrain rises gently moving to the west, with rolling hills and an 
occasional knoll elevated 100 or more feet above the river floodplain 
in the vicinity of 1-26. The principle drainage on this side of the 
river is Congaree Creek, which flows to the south and parallel to the 
Congaree River at the point at which the Alternate Two route intercepts 
it. About a thousand feet to the north of this point (Fig. 1) the 
creek channel turns to the west and runs in this direction for several 
miles, roughly parallel to the route of the Alternate. 

The right-of-way on this side of the river, particularly at the 
eastern end, is characterized by low-lying fields and swamps. To the 
north of the survey area, however, the land rises slightly to a low 
ridgeline overlooking Congaree Creek, which meanders through a dense 
swamp. Several small seasonal streams enter the creek along its 
course. This ridge1ine, elevated above all but the severest floods, 
yielded large quantities of artifacts during previous surveys in the 
area (Anderson, Michie and Trink1ey 1974), sites 38LXSO, 38LX54 , 
38LX6l and 38LX62 being located along it (Fig. 1). 

Almost the entire length of the survey area is in cultivation; 
the only exceptions being excessively swampy areas along Congaree 
Creek or its tributaries and where dense stands of hardwoods clog 
drainage ditches. During late summer when the survey was made 
almost all of the fields were grown up in soybeans; in the winter 
and spring wheat constitutes the primary cash crop. The area has 
been extensively cultivated and bottom-plowed in recent years, and 
abandoned farmhouses and barns of late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century vintage indicate a long use of the land. 

The soils of the survey area are fine alluvial silts and loamy 
sands deposited by frequent flooding of the low-lying terrain by the 
Congaree River and the Congaree Creek (Craddock and Ellerbe 1966). 
The possibility exists that some areas of these deposits may have 
considerable depth and contain stratified archeological deposits. 
Recent excavations undertaken in this area by Anderson, Michie, and 
Trink1ey (1974) and Trinkley (n.d.) indicate that this is the case 
in certain areas. 

The area under consideration is presently rich farmland capable 
of supporting crops on a year-round basis. Occasional flooding, 
which occurs in spite of elaborate drainage and flood control devices, 
deposits fresh alluvium and serves to replenish the soil. That the 
area offered excellent potential for farming in the past is highly 
probable. 

Along the creeks and in the swamps hardwood stands of oak, gum, 
and some cypress exist. The area is rich in small animal life and 
occasionally deer are seen. Alligators have been spotted deep within 
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the creek swamp and fish are abundant in its waters. In the past the 
area almost certainly sheltered a biotic community at least as rich as 
the one at the present time. Judging by the extent of modern drainage 
ditches throughout the area, it is safe to say that the extent of 
swampland was far greater on both sides of the river in the past. 

Cultural History -- Prehisto!ic 

Modern archeological science has convincingly demonstrated that 
man has lived in the New World for at least 12,000 years (Haynes 1967). 
These early inhabitants are widely thought of as "big-game" ice age 
hunters who wandered over vast areas hunting now extinct species of 
large mammals such as mammoth, mastodon, and dire wolf. This inter­
pretation has been called to question recently (Gardner 1974: 41), 
but is generally accepted (Griffin 1967). 

This "big-game" hunting or Paleo-Indian tradition came to an end 
about 10,000 years ago because of two possibly related factors -- the 
retreat of the continental ice sheets and the extinction of the asso­
ciated megafauna. Archeological evidence for the existence of the 
Paleo-Indian tradition in South Carolina has been noted in the past 
(Waddell 1965) and has recently been well documented from all across 
the state (Michie n.d.). Near the immediate area of the survey, Paleo­
Indian artifacts (Clovis, Dalton and Suwanee projectile points) have 
been recovered on the surface at sites 38LX50, 38LX19, (Anderson, 
Michie and Trinkley 1974) and 38LXl (Michie 1970). 

After the retreat of the glaciers the inhabitants slowly, over 
thousands of years, settled into a seasonal pattern of plant and 
animal exploitation that became increasingly efficient over time. 
This period, from about ten to three thousand years ago, is known as 
the Archaic and was characterized by a climate and a biotic community 
similar to that of the present day. Archaic sites are quite common 
and are reported from allover South Carolina. Within and near the 
survey area a number of Archaic sites are reported and two have been 
excavated -- 38LX2 (Michie 1969) and 38LX50 (Anderson, Michie and 
Trinkley 1974). 

About three thousand years ago the Archaic way of life came to 
an end. During the seven or eight thousand years it had existed, 
people living in the area had become efficiently adapted to the local 
environment as they gradually came to know and appreciate its poten­
tial (Caldwell 1958). A number of factors arose about 3,000 years 
ago which altered the situation and gave rise to a new and somewhat 
altered pattern of life. 

By 1000 B.C. and thereafter new technological elements such as 
the use of ceramics, the bow, and agricultural food production began 
to appear in the eastern United States. These traits, coupled with 
an apparent increase in a sedentary life style along with a complex 
social organization, hallmarked the Woodland Period. This period 
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