University of South Carolina

Scholar Commons

Archaeology and Anthropology, South Carolina

Faculty & Staff Publications Institute of

1970

Exploratory Archeology at Ninety Six in October and November
1970

Stanley South
University of South Carolina - Columbia, stansouth@sc.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/sciaa_staffpub

6‘ Part of the Anthropology Commons

Publication Info

Published in Notebook, Volume 2, 1970, pages 22-24.
http://www.cas.sc.edu/sciaa/

© 1970 by The South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology

This Article is brought to you by the Archaeology and Anthropology, South Carolina Institute of at Scholar
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Faculty & Staff Publications by an authorized administrator of
Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact digres@mailbox.sc.edu.


https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/sciaa_staffpub
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/archanth
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/archanth
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/sciaa_staffpub?utm_source=scholarcommons.sc.edu%2Fsciaa_staffpub%2F31&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/318?utm_source=scholarcommons.sc.edu%2Fsciaa_staffpub%2F31&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://www.cas.sc.edu/sciaa/
mailto:digres@mailbox.sc.edu




®After the first two weeks of work were accomplished and the map of the
data recovered was drawn, earth moving machines were brought to the site to
remove the plowed soil zone much faster than was possible by hand labor. This
would allow the entire fort ditch outline to be seen for dressing and photo-
graphs ,and for an additional map to be drawn from the complete fort data thus
revealed. However, when the machines moved onto the site, the rain also came,
and during the rainy season to follow,the crew concentrated on cutting ex-
ploratory slots into the area of the junction of the Charleston Road and the
road to Augusta in the heart of Ninety Six. A blockhouse was suspected in
the area, and this work was designed to reveal any ditches relating to fort-
ification of this critical area of the approach to Ninety Six. As the project
developed and weather prevented work on the Holmes' Fort site, many fort-
ification ditches were located. A major fort ditch was found to enclose an
area inside which was found a cellar hole measuring 15 by 30 feet. Here too,
was a firing wall ditch for palisade poles to retain the parapet embankment
thrown from the fort ditch, providing firm evidence that the structure over
the cellar was of such importance that it required heavy fortification for
protection. In front of this major fort ditch was another palisade that was
part of an enclosure apparently measuring some 220 by 400 feet and having a
small diamond shaped bastion at the northeast corner. This palisaded en-
closure surrounded the buildings of the town, the courthouse and nearby
houses, and was apparently the structure referred to by Cruger when he said:

"I have Palisaded ye Courthouse § the
Principal houses in about one hundred
yards square, with Block House flankers..."
(Cruger to Cormwallis-Oct. 13,1780).

In front of the entire fortification described here, in the area to the
north some 55 feet away, another palisade ditch was discovered which enclosed
an area some 150 by 325 feet and was probably used as an encampment area for
the Royal Provincials during the seige of 28 days in May and June, 1781.

The area around the site of the jail was examined, and another fort-
ification ditch was found here, as well as the west palisade ditch around the
town. This jail fortification ditch was shaped as a bastion (similar to those
at Holmes' Fort on the hill west of the jail), and clearly revealed that this
building was heavily fortified with ditches, parapets, and palisades, typical
of those of English origin. None of these works at the jail or at the inter-
section of the roads in the center of Ninety Six were shown on any map, and
are now known only through archeology.

From the exploratory work done in this area on this project, we have
leamed that the defensive works at Ninety Six were far more extensive and
impressive than any historical record had led us to believe. The cellar may
be that of a fortified blockhouse where powder and ammunition was stored.
Patrick Ferguson in a report in February 1780 described and illustrated such
a heavily ditch-parapet-and-palisade-protected blockhouse as an ideal anti-
artillery type blockhouse that would be of important use in South Carolina,
and Ferguson's plans may have been used by Cruger for building some of the
fortifications at Ninety Six. A complete map of the features discovered in
this project and the Holmes' Fort map has been printed and will soon be pub-
lished along with a report. The work at Holmes' Fort and the Ninety Six
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Sites will continue in the spring and fall as further expeditions are carried
out through the cooperative efforts of The Star Fort Historical Commission,
The State Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism, and The Institute of
Archeology and Anthropology at the University of South Carolina.
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Fig. 1. Motor grader and archeological crew removing topsoil at the
site of Holmes' Fort, Ninety Six, S. C.
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