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Candidates debate on Greene
Hopefuls defend
their positions, smear
opponents’ campaigns
Jackie Alexander

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Viki Alvarez,
first-year political
science student

Up close

&

personal

The movers and shakers of
USC answer your burning
questions for our reporters.
Th e D a i ly G a m e c o c k:
What organizations are you
involved in on campus?
Vik i A lvarez: Well I’m
a sister of K appa K appa
Gamma and I’m president of
USC Mock Trial Team and
I’m also campus chairwoman
to t he John McCain
Exploratory Committee.
TDG: What is your favorite
pastime?
Alvarez: Probably public
speaking. I did a lot of it in
high school and I’m on the
mock trial team here so I
like to put on my suit and
stilettos and talk about some
politics.
TDG: What do you like to
do for fun off campus?
Alvarez: A lot of my girls
and guys go down to Fusion
so that’s a good time. I have
an internship for Senator
McCain, so I do t hat on
Mondays and Wednesdays
a nd I work for Ca rol i na
Callers.
TDG: What do you think
about the candidates that
are running in the student
elections?
A lvarez: I have some
p r e t t y s t r o n g o p i n io n s
about the candidates. I went
to high school with one of
them. His name is Chase
Stoudenmire. He”s running
for president. Not only is
Chase a good guy, but he
is st a nd i ng up for some
really fantastic issues like
academics and of course he
works for textbooks. There
are also things like taking
t he shut t le of f c a mpu s .
T here is a lso my f r iend
Allen Club who”s running
for vice president. He’s an
upstanding character.
TDG: Where are you from
and why did you decide to
attend USC?
A lva rez: I ’m f rom
Greenv i l le, S.C ., wel l
actually Greer. I decided to
attend USC because I fell in
love with the horseshoe the
fi rst time I saw it so I knew
this would be the place for
me.
TD G: Sin c e yo u a re
involved in an organization,
what do you do to help
people on campus?
Alvarez: My organization
i s t he USC Mo c k Tr ia l
Team. We represent USC to
try to give us a good name.
We compete in tournaments,
mo s t l y du r i ng t he f i r s t
semester against schools
from all over the Northeast
and from the entire country.
So what my team does is
represent USC and give us
UPCLOSE ● 2

Candidates participated
i n a h e at e d d i s c u s s io n
We d ne s d a y d u r i n g t he
St udent G over n ment
Elections Debate.
President ial candidate
Chase Stoudenm ire, a
third-year history student,
opened t he plat form
speeches and said his team’s
positive message would get
things accomplished.
“Student Government is
a team effort,” Stoudenmire
said.
Stoudenmire touted
the need for experienced
leaders in SG, noting his
three years of service.
President ial candidate
Nick Payne, a third-year
fi nance student, said there
was a need to “take students
to the administrators.”
Payne said the issue most
important to students is the
use of the CarolinaCard.
“ We n e e d t o d o t h e
work required, draw up the
business plan and take the
CarolinaCard off campus,”
Payne said.
Vice Presidential
c a nd id at e Ja y L au r a , a
t h ird-year inter nat ional
st ud ies st udent , sa id he
wants the students to defi ne
his administration.
Lau ra sa id t he Senate
needs restructuring because
“ m o s t s t u d e nt s d o n’t
defi ne themselves by their
college.”
Allen Klump, a fourth-
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Treasurer candidate Sasha Noorani takes a turn at the mic during the debates held at Greene Street on Wednesday.
yea r pol it ica l science
student and vice presidential
candidate, said he wanted to
create “realistic solutions to
real problems.”
Klump said the best part
of the student Senate is its
diversity.
“We are able to have people
of different backgrounds
to come together and pass
resolutions democratically,”
Klump said.
Tr e a s u r e r c a n d i d a t e
John Carroll, a third-year

economics student, said it
was “due time” for an oncampus convenience store.
Sasha Noorani, a thirdyear finance student, said
there was a need for more
si mpl icit y i n f u nd i ng
organizations.
Alesha Brown, a secondyea r pol it ica l science
s t u d e nt , s a id m i n o r it y
outreach is important.
Brown said the
CarolinaCard needs to go
of f campus to help w it h

POTENTIAL
PROFESSOR
SPEAKS IN
GAMBRELL

asked general quest ions,
they asked their competitors
a question of their own.
Klump attacked Laura’s
plan for a Board of Regents,
ask i ng why Lau ra had
recently stopped speaking
about the point in student
organization meetings.
Laura said other
c a mpu se s w it h a Boa rd
of Regents spend less on
tuition than USC and that
DEBATES ● 3

Student Senate looks
for new ticket option
Charging fee, point system possible solutions
to current sports event distribution problem

Speech covers peace
movement among
college students in `60s

Brad Maxwell

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Kathleen Kemp
STAFF WRITER

David Henry, a professor
of communications at the
Universit y of Nevada at
Las Vegas, spoke to a group
of facult y and graduate
students about the 1960s
free speech movement at
the University of California
at Berkeley Wed nesday
af ter noon i n G a mbrel l
Hall.
His speech was part of
a lecture series and he was
being judged by a panel for
a professorship at USC.
He n r y s a id s t ude nt s
could learn from the past.
“If current universit y
students were susceptible
to the military conscription
of the draft, they might
be more concerned about
public policy that had the
potential to affect them
d i r e c t l y,” He n r y s a id .
“I think they are paying
attention now [though].”
He foc used on t he

everyday purchases.
“The everyday burdens
a re t he worst bu rdens,”
Brown said.
Noorani said the largest
financial burden on students
is textbooks and said she
wanted to start an official
textbook swap.
Carroll ag reed, but
added he would work with
legislators and bookstores
t o pre vent bu nd l i ng of
unneeded course materials.
A f ter ca nd idates were
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Professor David Henry of UNLV lectures about “free
speech at UC Berkeley” Wednesday at Gambrell Hall.
individuals who impacted
the time between 1964 and
1967. Henry’s talk analyzed
the history and motivations
of t he of ten-v illainized
former university president
Clark Kerr.
During the presentation,
wh ich was ca l led “The
New Lef t a nd Socia l

Movement Criticism: Free
Speech at Berkeley,” Henry
read from his paper on the
subject, which will soon be
published in a book called
“Constituting Identities.”
Dav id St ubblef ield,
a ph i lo s ophy g r adu ate
SPEAKER ● 2

T he St udent Senate
openly discussed student
ticket distribution at their
weekly meeting last night.
S e n . A l le n K l u m p , a
fourth-year political science
st udent, called for open
discussion after nothing was
scheduled on the agenda for
the night.
K lu mp ment ioned a
recent meet i ng ma ny
senators, including him, had
with Director of Student
Life, Jerry Brewer regarding
ticket distribution.
“It was a good meeting,
but I felt we didn”t resolve
anything,” Klump said.
K lump said there were
t h r e e m a i n i s s ue s t h at
needed to be addressed:
loyal fa ns not get t i ng
t icket s, st udent s sel l i ng
tickets and tickets going
unused.
Su g g e s t ion s i nc lude d
away game distribution in
t he fall semester, season
tickets sold in the spring,
charging for tickets and a
possible point system.

Sports

The Mix

USC hires new assistant coach Shane
Beamer, son of Virginia Tech coach
Frank Beamer. See page 8

Get inside the mind of the opposite sex
and see exactly why your man is “not
that into you.” See page 5

President Pro Tem Chase
Stoudenmire, a third-year
h i stor y st udent , felt i n
order to discuss solutions,
senators need to identif y
the main problems before
jumping to conclusions.
“ We need to ident i f y
exac t ly what it is we
a r e t r y i n g t o s o l v e ,”
Stoudenmire said.
The main problem
among the senators seemed
to be how to create a fair
and accessible system that
ma kes it eas y to obt a i n
tickets.
Stoudenmire made
reference to a point system
used at Lou isia na St ate
University that encourages
st udent s to go to more
“Olympic” t ype sporting
events and allows for loyal
fans to gain points to attend
bigger games.
K lump emphasized the
results of a point system
wou ld on ly be u sed for
major football games such
as the Carolina-Clemson
game, bowl games and SEC
Championship games.
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TODAY

Tomorrow

50 28

47 24
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City Council plans future of Columbia
The Daily Gamecock sat down with At-Large City
Council Members Tameika Isaac Devine and Daniel
Rickenmann to find out what the Columbia City
Council is doing to benefit students here at USC.
Th e D a i ly G a m e c o c k:
Besides Five Points and the
Vista are there any plans for
more additions to Columbia
t h a t wi l l m a k e i t m o re
attractive to college-aged
individuals?
R ic ken m a n n: You not
only have Devine Street,
t he re st au r a nt s a nd t he
eclectic shops but you also
have to look at Rosewood,
which is near the vicinit y
of the campus. Ten years
ago there were a handful of
businesses there and it was
r undown. Now t here are
more shops, there is pottery,
a hair and nail salon, there
is a lot going on. Of course
what’s happening in North
Main is that we’ve invested
in the North Main Plaza.
There is a restaurant [and]
shops and they are supposed
to announce soon that we
will have a national tenant
coming into the area.
TDG: Is there anything
curre ntly b eing d o ne t o
alleviate the traffic problem
on Harbison Boulevard?
Devine: We are constantly
look ing at Harbison
B o u le v a r d . O u r t r a f f i c
engineers are always going
out there trying to figure out
new stuff. Of course during
the holidays it’s always worse
because more people are
coming out. We have been
out t here a nd prop o sed
doing some things with the
timing of the lights to make
people t urn. The biggest
thing is to try and work with
the surrounding businesses
to make sure that whatever
changes are made don’t have
long-term ramifications for
them.
TDG: What efforts are
being made to better the
current street conditions?

SPEAKER ● Continued from 1
st udent, said he came to
hear Henry speak. He said
the subject matter appealed
to him.
“ I g rew up w it h my
dad telling me about [the
1960s],” Stubblefield said.
“I tend to follow the more
interesting talks.”
Pat Gehrke, an assistant
English professor, helped
organize the event. He said
t he depart ment brought
Hen r y becau se it was a
good opportunity to hear a
leading scholar discuss his
unpublished research.
“Th is is ver y rare for
graduate and undergraduate

Devine: We are constantly
out there trying to do paving.
The other thing that I think
is it’s important for people to
know that although we’re out
there all the time we don’t
necessarily know where some
of the problem areas are. We
really rely upon citizens to
tell us if there is a pothole
or something has happened
so we can get our forces out
there quickly.
R icken ma n n: I t h i n k
also it’s very important to
know that the streets aren’t
all owned by the city. They
are owned by the state and
county so there is a lot of
coordination on making sure
we get all the areas, which
sometimes causes delay.
TDG: What are the top
community issues that you
feel are important for college
students to be involved in?
Devine: Economic
d e v e l o p m e n t . . .
Understanding the viability
of Columbia as a place to
start your career. Whether
you want to start a business or
work for one and move your
way up. I think most people
think that there are many
things outside of Columbia
and they don’t want to stay
here but Columbia is a great
place. It’s impor t a nt for
college students to acquaint
yourself with Columbia and
see the positives and look at
it as an opportunity. Most
people think about going to
other cities such as Atlanta
or Charlotte, but Columbia
actually has everything you
just have to open yourself
up to it.
R ic ken m a n n: A lot of
times college students are
just exposed to the social
aspects and not really what’s
going on. Expose yourself to

st udent s,” G eh rke sa id.
“This is a prime opportunity
to hear a well k now n
scholar.”
K r ist a n Poi rot , a n
assistant professor in the
English department, said
Henry is also a candidate
for a USC teaching position
in the English department,
and the faculty will decide
whether or not to hire him
by next week.
“I t hink it went really
well,” Poirot said. “But I
can’t really say [whether or
not he got the job] yet.”
Henry, who said he would
like taking the job at USC,
joked w it h t he g raduate
st udent s a nd f ac u lt y i n
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Thanks to City Council, Five Points, Rosewood and North Main have more restaurants and shops versus just a few that were there 10 years ago.

what we have here and the
opportunities. If you go to
the big cities the majority
of the times a good idea has
been done once, twice, or
three times whereas here
you have an opport unit y
to build a business or take
charge of an idea that could
really explode. Also get out
in the community instead
of just staying focused on
campus, whether it’s more
involvement with a church
g roup or Habitat for
Humanit y. We also have
volunteer board positions.
It’s good for you personally
and for the city because you
get a grasp on what we have
here.
Rickenmann: I would add
that you are in a state capital
and have the chance to be
involved in both state and
local government and to take

attendance and offered a brief
personal history, including
anecdotes from academic
conferences and the conflict
bet ween professional
success a nd a hea lt hy
m a r r i a g e . He at t e nde d
UC Berkeley as a student
and initially wanted to be
a public speaking teacher.
Stubblefield said he thinks
these kinds of events would
be helpful for undergraduate
students to attend.
“It’s good for undergraduates,” Stubblefield said. “It
gives them a more well balanced education.”
Henry spoke for around
40 minutes and answered
audience questions before

advantage of that. I think it’s
important because decisions
being made today are going
to affect you, as you are a
working person or owning
your own business. Knowing
what’s going on and being
able to have inf luence in
decisions is important so
you’re not reg ret t i ng i n
ten years about a law you
knew you could have done
something about.
TDG: With all the crime
happening on and around
the USC campus what is
being done to reduce crime
in Columbia?
Devine: Well our statistics
actually show the crimes are
going down. We’re doing
several t h i ngs to reduce
crime. One thing is that we
have several police officers
in training right now so by
spring we will have around

at t e nd i n g a r e c e p t io n .
Several of t he quest ions
drew on similarities between
the political situations in
the 1960s and the current
Democratic Party.
Henry said he hoped to
get feedback from those in
attendance.
“It’s a great opportunity,”
Henry said. “I hope they will
tell me what to do with [my]
paper to make it better.”
Gehrke said that students
interesting in coming to
other events like this should
keep t hei r e ye s out for
English department flyers.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu

20 new officers on the street.
We at City Council actually
said last year that every year
we would add at least 20 new
officers. In the next few years
our police force will probably
be doubled. We are trying
to have officers actually on
the street and possibly riding
around on bicycles. We’re
also looking at implementing
security cameras around the
city.
R ickenman n: A lso I
think you have to look at
the improved relationship
bet ween the cit y and the
university. The city has made
a large investment in lighting
arou nd t he u niversit y to
help students when they are
traveling back and forth.
TDG: What do you believe
has held Columbia back from
becoming as popular as cities
like Atlanta and Charlotte?

Rickenmann: The first part
is do we want to be Charlotte
or Atlanta? We also have to
remember that the majority
of Columbia is based around
government so we don’t have
the opportunities to grow
like Atlanta and Charlotte.
We’v e p ut a m a rk e t i n g
committee together trying
to market Columbia for our
region to attract talent and
people to move here. There
are a lot of attributes that we
are forgetting to sell.
TDG: W hat are t h ree
rea son s st udent s shou ld
remain in Columbia after
graduation?
R i c k e n m a n n :
O p p o r t u n it i e s , c o s t o f
living, and the atmosphere
or quality of life.

UPCLOSE ● Continued from 1

every four years my birthday
falls on it and I really enjoy
eat ing. A f ter t he Mac y’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade
comes the national dog show
and I’m pretty addicted to
those and Animal planet so
I’m kind of excited.
TDG: What is a favorite
thing you and your family
enjoy doing during breaks?
A lva rez: My f a m i ly is
not a big holiday family.
Thanksgiving and Christmas
are usually us. I just enjoy us
hanging out in our pajamas
and eating turkey. I really
just enjoy that and chillin’
out with my folks.

some national rapport.
TDG: Do you think the
Carolina Card should be
used for other resources
such as meters further from
campus?
A lvarez: Carolina Card
should totally be used for
meters and parking, but also
at gas stations and groceries
and then it won’t interfere
with the GMP or any of the
eating places here.
TDG: What is your favorite
holiday and why is it so
special to you?
A lva rez: My favor ite
holiday is probably
Tha n k sg iv i ng because

— Shayron Rice

—Sierra Kelly
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DEBATES ● Continued from 1
he still believed in the idea.
Lau r a a sked K lu mp if
his advisement evaluation
plan would be effective or
cause more red tape for the
administration.
“ We h ave to pi np oi nt
the problem,” Klump said,
adding t hat t he problem
may not be the number of
advisors.
Payne asked Stoudenmire
if he had the professionalism
to create his online waiting
lists for course registration,
citing the millions in costs.
Stoudenm ire said he
was qualified and that the
university spends millions
every year.
“ We h a v e t o t e l l t h e
university what our priorities
are,” Stoudenmire said.
Stoudenmire asked Payne
about his online football
ticket distribution system

SENATE ● Continued from 1
“One might also be able
to accumulate points for
academ ic honors such as
being on the Dean”s List,”
Klump said. “When going
to g a me s , to o, st udent s
would scan their ticket when
going in and then scan their
Carolina Card when leaving,
so students would actually
get points for staying.”
Sen. Chris McNamee, a
second-year political science
st udent, wanted to k now
what other senate members
t hought ab out ch a rg i ng
money for tickets.

and whet her he expected
students to pay more money
for tickets.
“ We wou ld use money
from student activity fees
at no cost to the students,”
Payne said.
Stoudenmire said there
was no way to implement
an online system without
students paying a nominal
fee.
Payne said Stoudenmire’s
question was misinformed.
“It was a good strateg y
by him to get students to
believe that the money’s not
there,” Payne said.
Noor a n i a sked Brow n
how she expected officers
to be compl ia nt w it h a n
activity attendance-tracking
program, which allows for
events with higher student
turnout to get more money.
“There are a number of
officers more than willing to
set up a tracking program,”
Brown said, citing her own

experiences as an officer.
Each candidate was given
two minutes to conclude the
debate.
Laura said he would run
his administration with his
“fi nger on the pulse of the
university.”
Stoudenmire said students
need ideas that work and
“experience that counts.”
Also present were a bunny
in support of Stoudenmire
and a jester in support of
Payne.
“ We c o u l d n’t l e t t h e
bunny run free like that,”
Payne said.
John Cline, a second-year
Engl ish st udent, sa id he
supports Payne enough to
wear the costume, which he
said was “kind of hot.”
The bunny declined to
comment.

“M a ny ot her at h let ic s
dep a r t me nt s ac r o s s t he
SEC receive a lot of money
from events through student
t icket s,” McNamee said.
“We charge around $40 in a
student activity fee and the
athletics department looses
money.”
S en. R a nd y G a i ne s , a
s e c o nd -y e a r s p or t s a nd
entertainment management
student, said if students were
already paying for tickets in
their tuition, tickets should
be guaranteed.
Sen. Courtney Robinson,
a second-year advertising
student, suggested making

the fee optional.
“We could raise the price
of the activity fee, but make
it opt ional for st udents,”
Robinson said. “ If students
pay the fee, they could have
t icket s elec t ron ic a l ly emailed to them.”
Other senators felt this
idea wa s good, but t hat
there weren”t enough tickets
ava i lable to g ua ra ntee
t hem to st udent s. There
was mention of asking the
Gamecock Club what they
have done in the past.
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Franken brings humor, College-age youth finally waking up
Grassroots campaigns,
common-man appeal
Air America was pulled from the radio waves
and SNL waved him goodbye, but Al Franken isn’t
quite out of the spotlight yet.
Formerly known as Stuart Smalley and/or a
left-wing talk-radio host, Franken has decided to
put his civic duty where his mouth is and run for a
spot in the Senate.
Finally: someone who can talk a bunch of trash
about politicians and world leaders and actually
follow t hrough w it h
Finally: someone who doing something about
can talk a bunch of it.Franken is vying for
trash and actually a nod from Democrats
his home state of
follow through. in
Minnesota and plans on
using his notoriety to his
advantage. But, it’s his appeal to the common man
and not his so-called fame that have us cheering
him on.
A guy who talks about politics for a living is
bound to get involved on a larger scale at some point
and Franken is definitely a better representative of
talk radio than, say … Rush Limbaugh.
It may be true that Franken only has a shot in
hell and probably won’t win the race, let alone get
a nomination, but it surely says something that he’s
doing more than just sitting on the fence.
Hopefully the good people of Minnesota will
see him as more than just a big talker with a
comedic history… and utilize their habit of electing
celebrities. Remember Jesse Ventura?
After all, he’s good enough, he’s smart enough,
and gosh darn it, liberals love him.

Those Democrats sure
like to get started early.
For whatever reason, the
presidential bug has bitten
t he Democ rat ic Pa r t y,
even though the part y’s
primaries aren’t due to start
for another eleven months.
John Edwards, Joe Biden,
Ch r istopher Dodd a nd
countless others have put
in their names as official
candidates.
And now, Senator Barack
Obama has thrown his own
hat into the ring.
Oba ma is com i ng to
speak at the Convention
Center this Friday, and I
couldn’t be more excited.
No w, y o u c a n s a y I
jumped on the bandwagon
all you want. For the most
part, you’re probably right.
But e ver y t i me I read
something new about him,
I like him even more.
A lot of people a re
saying he’s too young and
it’s too early for him in his
political career to run for
highest office in America.
I believe that if he weren’t
running now, he’d be old
news in 2012.
Now is Obama’s time
to sh i ne. He’s got t he
same dow n-to-eart h,
charismat ic personalit y
that got Kennedy elected.
I’m not the only one who

vain — even in the days
leading up to the election,
you can rarely fi nd young
people talking about whom
they supported.
However, prospects for
2008 are bright. Here we
are, over a year and a half
from the official election,
a nd we’ve a l read y got
college students getting
excited about who they’re
support ing, even if it’s
“anyone but Bush.”
Even today on campus,
while waiting for my ticket
to see Senator Oba m a
speak on Friday, the girl
at the Russell House was
tel l i ng me how ma ny
people have already asked
about the tickets.
Something big is
happening to people our
age: we’re actually starting
to care about what goes
on in the world around us.
The “growing up” age gets
younger and younger every
year, and it’s finally starting
to show in politics. Obama
and the other candidates
have piqued our interests
better than anyone else
ever has, despite countless
attempts in the past.
So, over t he nex t 21
mont hs, you can arg ue
ab out p ol it ic s a l l y ou
want. You can say t hat
Republicans are too uptight
or that Democrats need to
shut up. It doesn’t matter,
because all of it’s music
to my ears — at least you
actually care.

Parking problems induced by laziness

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about it.
E-mail us at gamecockopinions@gwm.sc.edu

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com
or send letters to the editor at gamecockopinions@gwm.sc.edu

About The Daily Gamecock

Editor
LIZ WHITE
Managing Editor
CAROLINE DESANCTIS
Online Editor
JOHNATHON HALL
Assistant Online Editor
JOSH RABON
Copy Desk Chief
AARON KIDD
Assistant Copy Desk Chief
KELLY L ACORTE
Design Directors
MIKE CONWAY,
MEGAN SINCLAIR
News Editor
CHELSEA HADAWAY
Assistant News Editor
RYAN JAMES
Metro Editor
NICK NEEDHAM
Assistant Metro Editor
GINA VASSELLI
Viewpoints Editor
ALEXIS ARNONE
Assistant Viewpoints Editor
RITA KOCH
The Mix Editor
JUSTIN FENNER
Assistant Mix Editor
ANDREA LUCAS
Sports Editor
ALEX RILEY
Assistant Sports Editor
BRIAN SAAL
Photo Editor
KELLY BOBROW
Assistant Photo Editor
BRANDON DAVIS
Copy Editors
AJ BEMBRY, CALLI BURNETT,
AMANDA DAVIS, JESS DAVIS,
THOMAS MALUCK, KATIE
POMMERT, LAUREN SMITH,
EVIE SMITH, JASON SPIRO,
ZACH TOMAN
Page Designers
CARLY GALLAGHER, GREG
HENDERSON, SARAH
ROBERTS, LIZZIE WILSON

Facebook groups inspire
students to get involved

sees it. Over
270,000
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users do
as well,
accordi ng
to a group
RITA KOCH
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First-year
“Barack
visual
O b a m a
communications ( O n e
student
Million
Strong For
Barack).”
The group aims t hey
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members by early May,
and f requent ly updates
its prof ile with links to
ne w s a r t ic le s , v ide o s ,
and anything else
Obama-related.
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a long time.
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are f u n, but t he fact
that the ever-so-elusive
18-to - demog raphic is
already allying with the
assorted candidates says
a lot about today’s youth.
Grassroots support for the
various contenders is all
over Facebook, including
groups for Hillary Clinton
and John Edwards.
Ever y ele c t ion ye a r,
lots of different celebrities
come out and tell us to vote.
But it always seems to be in
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Troubles could be solved
if students would just quit
complaining, walk to class
All right, lay down your
pitchforks and machetes.
I’m taking off my reporter
hat to tell you how I think
it is.
As a USC student, you
expect the universit y to
provide certain services
for you since you (or your
parents) write them a check
every semester. Housing,
f o o d , s hut t le s a r ou nd
campus, parking … Wait,
did I say parking?
Just t he sound of t he
word makes some students
t urn red in t he face. It
seems anyone you ask about
park ing on campus has
something to whine about.
Maybe “whiner” should be
included in the description
of a USC student.
St udent s tel l me it ’s
horrible, inefficient and too
expensive. Either I missed
something, or most USC
students fell off the stupid
truck.
Let’s see here. Seventyfive percent of our students
are from South Carolina
and Columbia is the biggest
city in the state. So, could
this mean this is the largest
city many students have ever
lived in, and really don’t
have a clue about parking

in an urban
environment.
“W hat?
I have to
park a mile
away and
NICK
walk, I mean
NEEDHAM
actually put
Third-year
one foot in
print
front of the
journalism
other to get
student
to class?”
L a s t
time I checked, parking
wasn’t listed in any lists
of individual rights. It’s a
privilege and if you want
it, prepare to fork out some
dough so the university and
cit y can make room for
your laziness.
The t r ut h is many
universit ies don’t allow
freshmen to have cars on
campus. Someone running
for Student Government
should take this stand. Since
60 percent of our students
commute to campus
everyday, we need more
spots for them to park.
It should be a trade-off.
Live on-campus, limited
parking options. Live offcampus, the garage should
be your playground.
And speaking of those
garages, the next time you
hear someone complain
a b o u t h o w t h e y ’r e s o
overpriced, punch them
in nose for me. Parking
garages never actually pay

for themselves. Even after
the university pays back the
loans used to build them,
yearly maintenance costs
and infrastructure upgrades
keep adding up. It never
ends … so as inflation goes
up, so goes the price for a
reserved garage spot.
Lastly, it would be rude
of me not t o ment ion
one of the most beloved
people on our campus, the
meter maid. Everyone has
gotten one of those bright
orange tickets at one point.
Somedays they get handed
out like free condoms for
your car it seems.
Even I’ve been guilt y
of cursing them under my
breath. But hey, if you want
to park next to the sidewalk
outside your dorm or class
building, be prepared to
poop silver coins like it’s
your job.
If you get a ticket because
you took a chance against
the clock and lost, then
shame on you, not the meter
maid who’s just trying to
keep the turnover rate to
two hours.
So t he next t ime you
find yourself searching for
a parking spot on campus
with five minutes before
class st a r t s, remember
you’re the one who wanted
to drive that car around
in the first place instead
of parking in China and
walking.

Since I recently became
involved in an emerg ing
organization on campus, it’s
actually become important
to me who w i ns st udent
gover n ment
elections.
These people
w i l l approve
f unds for my
organization,
something we
desperately
need. So I
MEREDITH
t hought it in
HARVIE
my best interest
Third-year
to go and listen
broadcast
to the debate.
journalism
student
But I was
s ho c k e d a nd
appalled by one candidate’s
campaigners.
They were not only loud
and distracting, but when the
opposing candidate came up,
they made extremely rude
comments. Not comments
under their breath, but loud
enough for the audience to
hear.
On top of that, they used
profanity when discussing
the opponent. Now I’m no
holier-than-thou person who
has never cursed or heard
people curse; but all I could
think while I kept hearing
these comments was, “these
are the types of people who
t his candidate surrounds
himself with?”
This is not national politics.
This is not state politics.
Th is is a school st udent
government election. But
yet, I’m starting to feel like
I am in the middle of a nasty
national election. For the first
time in my years at Carolina,
there has been a legitimate
smear campaign going on
between some candidates. Are
you kidding me? I thought
we here at Carolina were
trying to be classy. Smear
campaigns aren’t classy. On
top of that, a candidate’s
campaign committee should
never discuss the opponent
using profanity. It’s trashy.
The people that are part of
a persons’ campaign reflects
on the candidate himself.
W hy? Because t hose are
t he people t he candidate
chooses to help him. They
are supposedly chosen with
care. So when this candidate’s
campaigners are acting like
high schoolers, bad mouthing
the opponent, to me it reflects
poorly on that candidate.
Shouldn’t your platform
speak for itself? Shouldn’t
your character and
personality win over people,
and not the “bad” character
of the opponent? Shouldn’t
people vote for you because
of what you do, not because
they dislike the other guy?
I was split between this
candidate and his opponent
and genuinely wanted to
know their opinions. They
both had valid points and
good ideas. But now, I have
to factor in the adolescent
behavior of one candidate’s
supporters. That candidate
may or may not suppor t
their comments or the smear
campaign they helped put
in place, but they are on his
campaigning committee, and
they do represent him.
I n t he f ut u re, I wou ld
h o p e c a n d i d a t e s w o u ld
keep it classy. Choose your
campaigners carefully. Their
words reflect your campaign
whether or not you support
their actions, and not always
in a positive way.
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Cheating,
attraction
explained
by DNA
Women who date men
similar to themselves
more likely to cheat
M y f r ie n d s a r e o f t e n
taken aback by my choice
of b oy f r iend s. Not t h at
my preference in boys was
ap p a l l i n g, it
was just t hat
they all seemed
so “d if ferent
from me.”
In response,
I like to pull
out the cliché
CHRISTINE
scapegoat
STAHR
s a y i n g ,
Second-year
marine biology “ o p p o s i t e s
at t ract.”
student
Lucky for me,
science came
to validate my sorry excuses
once again. We all can learn
a lesson f rom Ch r ist i ne
Garver-Apgar; don’t pair up
with matching genes.
As a psychologist at the
University of New Mexico,
Gar ver-Apgar has delved
into research on an extensive
world of genet ics and
cheating. She researched
whether genetic similarities
among romant ically
involved couples predicted
how faithful and sexually
responsive the partners were
to one another.
The results were stunning
and so predictive that in the
f ut ure DNA can suggest
how likely the woman is to
cheat in a relationship. So
ladies, the responsibility of
faithf ulness is out of our
hands and can no longer
be blamed on promiscuous
behavior, but on our genetic
makeup.
A c c o r d i n g
t o
G a r ver - A pg a r, m ajor
histocompatibility complex
is a set of genes t hat
play a role in att ract ion.
New Scient ist , a week ly
magazi ne, has publ ished
various reports on the role
of MHC in attraction, but
has long neglected its active
role in last ing long-term
relationships.
The genet ic a nalysis
consisted of 48 heterosexual
c ouple s t h at h a v e b e e n
involved for at least
t wo yea rs. A pre-su r vey
deter m i ned t he sex ual
r e s p o n s i v e ne s s t ow a r d s
their partner and incidents
of u nfa it hf u l ness i n t he
relat ion sh ip. T he st ud y
unveiled the naked truth.
A s genet ic sim ilarit ies
increased in the partners,
women became more
probable to engage in affairs
and became less sex ually
recept ive to t hei r mate.
G a r ver-A pg a r cla i m s a s
genetics differed, women
were more faithful and had
higher sex ual interest in
their partners.
The precision of t he
study was almost unnerving.
New Scientist reported the
f r ac t ion of M HC gene s
shared directly correlates
to a woma n’s nu mber of
adu lterous par t ners. For
example, if t he ma n a nd
w o m a n h a d 30 p e r c e nt
M HC genes in common,
the woman would have a 30
percent chance of cheating
with another man.
Men were not af fected
in t he least bit by M HC
similarities.
G a r v e r - A p g a r ’s t e a m
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Get inside guys’ minds
Understanding men
best way to find
happy relationship
Maura Clement

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Ladies, I found the best,
no , t he o n l y, s e l f- he lp
book we w ill ever need.
My mother recently sent
me G reg B eh rendt a nd
Liz Tuccillo’s “He’s Just
Not That Into You: The
N o - E x c u s e s Tr u t h t o
Understanding Guys.”
First I was like, “Kinda
harsh, Mom!” I was having
t r o u b le g e t t i n g o v e r a
d if f ic u lt relat ionsh ip
involving multiple breakups
a nd plent y of hear t ache
(w e ’ v e a l l b e e n t h e r e ,
haven’t we?).
But rather than induce
death by Ben & Jerry’s, this
book and t he k nowledge
t hat “he just wasn’t t hat
into me” were remarkably
liberating and uncannily
applicable to me.
Most women would agree
that Behrendt is qualified
to w r ite on t he s ubjec t
because he was a writer for
Sex and the City and, more
importantly, he has been
married for a decade to the
woman of his dreams.
B e h r e ndt s a y s i n t he
introduction to the book
that he is not one of our
friends, so he can tell us
the unabridged truth about
men.
He does not patronize
us or tell us “Guy A” does
like us but is just busy or an
emotional mess. He reveals
secrets of the male species,
like the fact they do know
how to use the phone and
they are never too busy to
get what they want.
More than anything, he
repeatedly reminds us men
would rather lose a limb or
two than just tell us we are

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

This popular self-help book tells women: stop dating losers and wait for Mr. RIght.
not the one. So Behrendt
lays t he signs out for us
w it h such chapter t it les
as, “He’s just not that into
you if he’s having sex with
someone else” and “He’s

just not that into you if he’s
a selfish jerk, a bully or a
really big freak.”
B e h r e ndt d e m ol i s he s
ever y exc use we women
have for why he did not

ca l l, why he cheated or
why he refuses to meet our
parents.
The crazy thing is how
liberat ing t h is break ing
down of all the emotional

Web site Review
Online diet community
provides support for
weight loss goals
★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩

Lauren Smith

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

There are vast sources
of information online for
people trying to lose weight
or become healthier. One of
the more recent trends on
the online dieting scene is a
virtual diet plan site where
you can keep track of what
you eat and how much you
exercise. SparkPeople.com
is a Web site that follows
this basic idea and adds to
it, creating an excellent
resource for people trying
to lose weight.
The site was launched
i n 20 02 as a f it ness
a nd nut r it ion s uppor t
community that required
members to pay an
access fee to gain usage
of the site’s features. In
2006, Spark People was
re -lau nc hed a s a n adsupported free site.
T he concept beh i nd
SparkPeople is the idea it’s
easier to lose weight when
you have others to support
you. The site’s creators
integrated a community
setting into their program
by creating “SparkTeams.”
Users can join these teams

to chat with people like
themselves and compete to
see who can earn the most
points in a month. Teams
gain points when members
continuously use the site
and its various features.
S p a r k Pe o p l e’s m o s t
f lau nted feat u re is t he
Calorie Counter. It’s simple
enough to use — you type
in the name of a food, click
“search” and select a food
from the list that comes up.
After putting in the amount
of food that you ate, the site
refreshes the page to show
you how many calories
you’ve consumed. It can
be frustrating at times,
t hough. Spa rk People’s
food database is small, so
sometimes you

will have to input the
nutritional information
yourself.
The site does not do
justice to its best feature,
however. When you sign
up to use the site’s tools,
you’re prompted to input
your exercise preferences
— how often you would
like to exercise, what you
would like to work on and
what exercise resources
you have available. The
information is then used to
create an exercise plan you
can use whenever you have
free time. The site offers
exercise videos for when
you don’t feel like sticking
to the original plan.

The only bad thing about
the SparkPeople site is the
navigation. Everything on
the site is scattered around,
making it difficult to do
things as simple as logging
out of the site. A lot of
things can be found on
the main “MySpark” page,
but the links can be very
misleading. For example,
one of the links for the
exercise tracker leads to the
SparkPeople forums.
Overall, SparkPeople is
a decent dieting Web site
for people who are unsure
of how to get started. If you
want to lose a few pounds
this semester, try it out for
a couple of weeks and see
what happens.

walls we put up to protect
our self-esteem act ually
feels.
It frees us from agonizing
over every detail of a failed
relationship, and instead
allows us to decide that we
do not ruin everything we
touch, HE just wasn’t that
into us. We deserve to be
happy, cared for and loved.
If you are anything like
me, you have fought for a
failing relationship like the
captain of a sink ing ship
whose f irst mate has not
realized t hat t he ship is
halfway underwater.
Behrendt’s point is time
wa s t ed w it h t he w rong
person is nothing but time
wasted. We shou ld on ly
fight for relationships that
are worth fighting for.
Relationships do involve
lots of “work” (emotional
involvement, date planning,
etc.), but this work should
be shared evenly. W hen
relationship work is shared
evenly, it doesn’t seem like
work anymore. Funny how
that works, isn’t it?
This book inst r ucts
women to waste no t ime
w it h “St in k y t he TimeWa s t e r ” o r “ Fr e d d y
Can’t-Remember-to-Call.”
Instead, he tells us to go out
and fi nd Mr. Right, whom
Behrendt repeatedly insists
is out there waiting for us.
So don’t agon ize over
while he does not call or
why he only wants to see
you when he’s drunk. Pick
up Behrendt’s book and the
shining truth will stare at
you from the bright pink
binding.
L et go of t he slac ker
that you think has so much
potential. I did and, funny
t hing is, once I stopped
f i g h t i n g f o r h i m , M r.
Wonderful found me and
started fighting for us.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu

WTF?!
Browsing the Internet
recently, I came upon
so m e ve r y s ta r tl i n g/
interesting/disturbing
i n f o r m ati o n a b o ut a
celebrity that has been in
the news non-stop since I
was about 10 years old...
and so was she.
An X-ray of Britney
Spear s’ cer vix was
sold in a fierce tabloid
bidding war for $8.3
million. This is absolutely
dumbfounding.
When I heard this, I had
to read it one more time,
I had to tell about 10
people around me, then I
had to ponder ... why?
Why does everyone feel
like they have to own a
piece of another person’s
property? Nonetheless,
they got this x-ray
because when Britney
was unspeakably drunk
one night in Hollywood,
paparazzi shot this picture
using a telephoto lens.
Wh at is th is wo r l d
coming to? Honestly.
— Andrea Lucas
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Foods claim health benefits
FDA investigating
specialty food’s eﬀects,
packaging promises
Richard Clough
Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON — Drink
Snapple R a i n becau se it
“provides your body with
ref reshment, energ y and
rejuvenation.” With Tazo
Lemon Green iced tea, “you
may achieve a higher level
of consciousness.” Arizona
Black Tea w it h Gi nseng
will “help increase vitality
and promote general good
health.”
Or so the labels on these
bottles claim.
The market is growing in
the United States for a set
of specialt y foods, known
a s “f u nc t iona l” foods ,
t h at m a ke vag ue cla i m s
of promot ing physical or
emot ional well-being
beyond basic nutrition.
But as critics complain

the claims made for these
products are overblown, at
best, federal off icials are
chewing on a proposal to
regulate them more strictly.
Fueled by i ncreasi ng
consu mer dema nd, t he
market for these foods has
exploded in recent years,
with annual sales expected
to reac h $ 49 bi l l ion b y
2010.
Some of the foods
are recog n ized for t heir
benefits, such as soy protein
or calcium-fortified orange
ju ice, but ma ny cont a i n
ingredients that have not
undergone federal testing.
A n d b e c au s e t h e f o o d s
have been subject to little
reg u l at ion , t hei r l ab el s
of t e n s u g g e s t f a nt a s t i c
health benefits, sometimes
bordering on the spiritual.
“We’re concerned t hat
all the hoopla surrounding
so-called functional foods
w ill dist ract f rom sou nd
dietary advice,” said Bruce
Si lvergl ade , d i re c tor of
legal affairs for the Center
for Science in the Public

Interest in Washington.
The center, which often
spa rs w it h t he food a nd
beverage industries, sent a
petition to the FDA in 2002
asking the agency to begin
prohibiting products from
making claims that have not
been approved by the FDA.
The FDA has no formal
def init ion for f unct ional
foods, which are currently
reg ulated under one
umbrella act governing all
convent ional foods. The
vaguely defi ned category of
f unctional foods includes
some dietary supplements,
which have also been
dif f ic u lt for t he FDA to
regulate.
Fergus Clydesdale, head
of the Department of Food
Science at the Universit y
of Massachusetts,
A m herst , sa id cost s a nd
r e g u l at o r y r e s t r i c t io n s
p r o v id e m o t i v at io n f o r
manufacturers to make less
qualified and potentially less
accurate claims.
A s a n of f ic i a l F DA
cla s sif ic at ion, “ Hea lt h

Claims,” which are those
t h at s a y a p r o du c t m a y
reduce the risk of a particular
disease, must u ndergo
st rict test ing procedures
and obtain FDA approval.
And because health claims
requ i re t he se ex p en sive
st udies, Clydesdale said,
manufacturers often prefer
to make a generic assertion
on a product’s effectiveness.
Cu r rent ly, on ly about
a dozen foods have been
approved by t he FDA to
ma ke qua l if ied hea lt h
claims. For example, oat
manufacturers can legally
s a y t he i r p r o du c t “m a y
reduce t he r isk of hea r t
disease” because oats are
one of t he few foods to
have undergone testing and
received FDA approval.
But when Odwalla makes
the unregulated assertion
that the herbs echinacea and
astragalus in its Wellness
drink have been “used for
cent u r ie s to for t i f y t he
immune system,” the FDA
cannot prevent the claim
because it does not refer to a
specific disease.
We n d y R e i n h a r d t
Kapsak, director of
hea lt h a nd nut r it ion for
t h e Wa s h i n g t o n - b a s e d
I nter nat iona l Food
I nformat ion Cou ncil
Foundation, an industr y-

backed group, said
m a nu f a c t u r e r s h a v e a n
incent ive to avoid healt h
claims because “structure/
f u nc t ion” cla i ms, wh ich
don’t require FDA approval,
resonate more with
consumers.
Health claims focus on
d i sea s e , she sa id , wh i le
structure/function claims
promote general wellbeing, and because average
consumers don’t differentiate

between the types of claims,
they gravitate toward the
more posit ive _ a nd less
regulated _ claims.
“A lot of consumers don’t
want to see the word `cancer’
on a product,” Reinhardt
Kapsak said, referring to
p r o d u c t s t h at c l a i m t o
reduce the risk of certain
t ypes of cancer. “Positive
messages resonate best with
consumers.”

More obese teens get surgery
Risky stomach-binding procedure traditionally for adults only
Celeste Katz & Julian Kesner
New York Daily News

N E W Y O R K — R ad ic a l
stomach-shrinking surgery
safely helps obese teens drop
an average 100 pounds —

and could soon be an option
for the nation’s overstuffed
kids, a landmark new study
shows.
Gastric banding, known
as a “lap band” or “belly
b a nd ,” i s p er f or me d on
teens in only a handful of
hospitals, but the st udy’s
success means kids across
the country soon could get
skinnier with surgery.
“The band is going to be
the way to go,” said study
co-author Dr. Evan Nadler,
director of m inimally
invasive pediatric surgery at
New York University School
of Medicine. “In our hands,
the band is safe and effective
for teenagers.”
T h e Ne w Yo r k D a i l y
News reported last month
t hat t he Food a nd Dr ug
Administration is allowing
three hospitals to tr y the
operation on adolescents:
N Y U, t he Un iversit y of
Illinois at Chicago and New
York-Presbyterians’ Morgan
Stanley Children’s Hospital,
which already has opened a
potentially lucrative weightloss surgery center just for
teens.
The FDA is still two to
three years away from giving
its okay for other hospitals

to perform the surgery on
the high school set.
Nadler and his colleagues
tracked the progress of 53
of NYU’s teen patients and
found the average patient’s
weight plummeted from 297
pounds before surger y to
204 pounds a year later — an
average loss of 93 pounds of
flab.
Lee Glover, 17, of Corona,
Queens, N.Y., underwent a
lap-band operation at NYU
in early December and has
already dropped about 65
pounds from his 400-pound
body.
“ I ’m feel i ng f i ne. It ’s
going good so far,” he said.
“I would recommend it to
other people. It’s working
for me.”
I n t he procedu re, a n
a dj u s t a b le b a n d i s t ie d
arou nd t he top of t he
stomach to shrink how much
food it can hold.
It was approved for adult
use in September 2001, but
it s u se i n teens rema i ns
controversial, with critics
calling it a copout for fat
k id s w it h poor l ife st yle
habits.
More than 30 percent of
U.S. teens are overweight
and 15 percent are obese.
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so does our understanding
of behavior for better or for
worse. So before you commit
to that special someone, you
m ight want to take you r
sweetie for a DNA test.

said the sexual influence on
women rose during fertile
days. So, t hey concluded
MHC could target human
b eh av ior s of fem a le s to
reproduce.
As more studies progress,

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
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the scene

USC

Deerhoof

Brandon Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Columbia Police honor their fallen Mounted Police Unit horses in a service at Finlay
Park Wednesday afternoon. The two horses were killed in the line of duty.

Quigmans ◆ By Buddy Hickerson
TODAY
THE FOSSIL RECORD, THE
FUTURISTS, ON OR OFF ?
PUBLIC RADIO
New Brookland Tavern
122 State St.
8 p.m., $5 +21 / $7 -21
KING OF PRUSSIA,
JUICEBOX
The Art Bar
1211 Park St.
8 p.m., $3 +21

D E E R H O O F, H A R L E M
SHAKES
Headliners
700 Gervais St.
8 p.m., $8 advance, $10
door
JONESTOWN : THE LIFE
AND DEATH OF PEOPLE’S
TEMPLE
The Nickelodeon Theatre
937 Main St.
7 a nd 9 p.m., st udent s
$5.50

Check out our blog:
thedailygamecock.blogspot.com

HOROSCOPES
A rie s Talk to you r team
about what they’ve
done well and what t hey
cou ld have done bet ter.
Ta u r u s A g r o u p y o u’ v e
k nown and loved for
years does you a world of
good. Disc u s s you r joy,
your hopes and your fears.
Gemini Take the opportunity
t o upg r ade you r publ ic
p r e s e nc e . A ne w p ower
suit could very effectively
communicate your new status.
Cancer Reach out a nd
t a k e a d v a nt a g e o f n e w
oppor t u n it ies. Don’t do
i t i n p e r s o n , h o w e v e r.
Leo Some days are all talk
and no act ion. This day,
you’ll catch up with all the
chores you’d been putting off.
Virgo You’d rather be in a
secluded spot, expressing
your affection. If normal
chores interfere with that,
jot down a few notes for later.
L i b r a D o n’t hu r r y i nt o
anything, or out of anything,
either. Your opinion will
cha nge at least once.
Scorpio A cozy, comfortable
feeling alternates with bouts
of a n x iet y. O ne m i nute
everything’s fine, and the
next minute you wonder.
Sagit t arius Life is about
educat ion, as you may
have noticed. Some things,
you lea r n t he ha rd way.
C a p r i c o r n Te m p o r a r y
f r ust rat ion g ives way to
something more like sheer
del ig ht . Don’t g i ve up.
Aquarius You have ma ny
valuable items hidden around
your premises. Show t he
folks who see them as clutter
t hat t hey ’re rea l ly cold,
hard cash. Sell something.
Pisces New friends clue you
in on the easiest ways to
accomplish your objectives.
You’ve been doi ng some
t h i ng s t he ha rd way, a s
you may have suspected.

Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

2/15/07

Brought to you by:

ACROSS
1 Trample on
6 Hindu ruler
10 Mimicked
14 Italian isle

Welcome to Falling Rock National Park ◆ By Josh Shalek

15 Frequently
16 After curfew
17 Start of a Henny
Youngman quip
19 Graphics image
20 Driver’s peg
21 Poultry choice
22 Representative
23 Lilliputian
24 Solemn vows
26 Supplies with new
troops
29 Part 2 of quip
32 Slack off
33 Bob Hope film,
“Call Me __”
34 Quaker’s possessive

60 Pact partner

35 Nudge
36 Loud, raucous
noise

DOWN
1 Jazz glossolalia
2 Seize

37 Telegraphic period

3 Ron in Mayberry

38 __-de-France

4 “__ Miniver”

39 __ Lumpur,

5 Relating to fish

Malaysia

6 Gravelly

40 Source of irritation

7 Voice range

41 Part 3 of quip

8 “Butterfield 8” writer

43 Bellowed

9 Goddess of folly

44 Belorussian city

10 Dismount

45 Toddlers

11 Leader in a field

46 Run off to wed

12 Jacket or collar

48 Drive erratically
50 Geologic unit of
time
53 Litter weakling
54 End of quip
56 Hydrox alternative
57 Joie de vivre
58 People, places and
things
59 Hebrides isle

Solutions from Wednesday

61 Rustle

28 Turns a profit

42 Step cautiously

29 Marshy lowland

43 Go wherever

13 Fender flaw

30 Push roughly

45 Brownish orange

18 Holm and

31 Keyed in

46 Greek Cupid

33 Physician Emily or

47 Lie in wait

type

McKellen
22 Gillette blade

Elizabeth

49 Relative of etc.

23 London art gallery

36 Bakery purchase

50 Needle case

25 Super-duper

37 Briny septet

51 Holds title to

26 Type of transit

39 Welles role

52 Snack

27 “Christ Stopped at

40 Irish moonshine

54 Actress Benaderet

__”

whiskeys

55 As we speak
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Dead period
reminds me
why I truly
love sports

No Valentine in Music City
Kelley’s 21 points,
Sheldon’s 18 not
enough to earn win

This year’s valentine goes
to everything involving a
passion for competition
W it h t he N F L season
officially ending after the
Pro Bowl, and with March
Madness still a month away,
we’ve entered somewhat of a
dead period in sports.
Unless you’re interested
i n pitchers a nd catchers
reporting to camp or the
N BA A ll-Star Game, it’s
going to be a long month.
During a time like this, I
can’t help but reflect on what
makes sports so important.
What is being a sports fan
really all about?
I t ’s p i c k i n g u p t h e
ne w s p ap er,
taking out the
sports section,
neatly folding
t he rest of
the paper and
placing it in the
ever-growing
KYLE
s t a c k i n t he
DAWSON
corner of your
Third-year
dorm room.
print
It’s hav i ng
journalism
a
mini
panic
student
at t a c k w he n
you t urn on t he T V and
something other than ESPN
is on.
It ’s root i ng for Ba r r y
Bonds to get drilled in the
head every time he comes to
the plate and not feel guilty
at all.
It’s show i ng up to t he
game an hour and a half
early, screaming yourself
hoarse before it even starts
and badmouthing the refs
even though you know they
made the right call.
It ’s k now i n g t h at
somewhere out there, there’s
a coach with a roster spot for
you.
It’s sitting in the car with
the radio on, screaming at the
top of your lungs even though
the guy at the Burger King
drive-thru has been waiting
on you for 15 minutes.
It’s having at least one
serious relationship end over
a game.
It’s making stupid bets with
your friends and then trying
to either weasel out of them
or force a double-or-nothing
bet that’s just as stupid.
It’s complaining about
everyone on the team, from
the coaches to the players
to the equipment managers,
but still showing up to every
game.
It’s watching Kobe Bryant
get the ball in a tie game
with time running out and
knowing he’s going to make
it.
It’s rooting against Vijay
Si ngh for ab solutely no
reason other than that he’s
Vijay Singh.
It’s trying to explain the
knuckleball to your girlfriend
who’s only interested in how
tight the 3rd baseman’s pants
are.
It’s always rooting for the
u nderdog du r i ng Ma rch
Madness unless your team is
playing — no exceptions.
It’s the goose bumps you
get when you see Doug
Flutie’s Hail Mary or Kirk
G i b s o n’s Wo r l d S e r i e s
walk-of f home r un, even
though you’ve seen the same
highlight 481 times.
It’s k nowing the names
Bevo Francis, David Klingler
a nd C a nd y C u m m i n g s ,
and k nowing why they’re
significant.
It’s complaining about
the high price of stadium
concessions and then blowing
$38 on a corn dog, chips and
DAWSON ● 9

Ty Zeigler
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Mark Humphrey / The Associated Press

Dominique Archie had 15 points in USC’s 78-68 road loss to Vanderbilt Wednesday.

Coming into Wednesday’s
g a m e , t h e Va n d e r b i l t
Commodores had won their
last 10 home games.
Make that 11.
C a r ol i n a f ou nd it s e l f
unable to stop Vanderbilt’s
torrid w in ning st reak as
the fell 78-68 Wednesday
n ight i n Nashv i l le. T he
Gamecocks had won 10 of
the last 13 games between the
two teams.
Carolina now falls to 12-12
on the year and 2-9 in SEC
play. The Gamecocks have
lost their last five SEC games
with only five conference
games left to play.
Once again, the culprits
for the Gamecocks were poor
shooting and poor perimeter
defense. Carolina was 24 for
66 (36 percent) from the floor
while Vanderbilt made 26 of
46 (57 percent), including 11
of 24 (46 percent) from threepoint range.
“ We ju st don’t have a
defensive stopper. We don’t
have anybody that can sit

down on a guy and say you’re
not going to score,” USC
coach Dave Odom said.
Vanderbilt’s depth seemed
t o we a r dow n C a rol i n a
throughout the game. The
C om mo dore s m ade late
r u ns at t he end of each
half while the Gamecocks
seemed to t i re. Ele ven
total Commodores played
during the contest with their
bench combining to play
40 minutes, while only two
Gamecocks entered the game
from the bench contributing
25 total minutes.
Vanderbilt’s senior forward
Derrick Byars had a monster
game and riddled the Carolina
defense. Byars scored a careerhigh 32 points, shooting 11
for 15. Guards Dan Cage
and Alex Gordon were also
hot from behind the arch
for Vanderbilt, hitting seven
three-pointers on 14 attempts
combined.
Several Gamecocks
had strong games despite
t he lo s s . S en ior g u a rd
Tre’ Kelley again lead the
team, scoring 21 points in
38 minutes. Senior Bryce
Sheldon silenced critics who
have been weary of his lack of
production lately, as he went
four for eight from threepoint range, totaling 18 points
and playing strong defense.
RECAP ● 9

Beamer Ball comes to Columbia
Legendary coach’s
son leaves Starkville,
helps USC’s defense
Brian Saal

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The Gamecock football
program welcomed a new
face to its coaching staff on
Wednesday.
Sha ne Bea mer, son of
Virginia Tech head coach
Frank Beamer, will take over
outside linebacker coaching
duties for Steve Spurrier.
He will also ser ve as cocoordinator for Carolina’s
special teams. The younger
Beamer, who was born in
Charleston, spent the past
t h re e s e a s on s w it h t he
Mississippi State Bulldogs.
Beamer has ha ndled a
myriad of coaching duties,
i nclud i ng cor ner back s,
running backs and the role
of recruiting coordinator.
Spurrier has high plans

for Beamer.
“We’re going to tr y to
be better on special teams,”
Spurrier said. “Obviously,
with Shane coming from
Virginia Tech where they
have been as good as about
anybody in the country in
special teams, hopefully he
can give us a little insight.
I have to do a better job of
emphasizing special teams
this coming year.”
A f ter graduat ing from
Virginia Tech in 1999 as
a long snapper, Bea mer
spent a year at G eorg ia
Te c h , t hen t h ree yea r s
as graduate assistant for
Tennessee. During his time
with the Vols, he assisted
in all special teams areas
including the place kickers,
punters and long snappers
and he spent time with the
defensive backs.
Of all t he places he
coached, Carolina is special
to Beamer.
“I consider my self a
native of [South Carolina]

and [excited to] work here
w i t h C o a c h S p u r r i e r,
whose track record speaks
for it self,” Beamer said.
“ I ’m e xc it e d ab out t he
opportunity to work with
Coach Nix on defense and
help bring something to the
table there and on special
teams. I’m thankful to be
here and thankf ul to the
South Carolina fans who
have welcomed me to the
South Carolina family.”
Beamer had high praise
for his former job, but saw a
better opportunity awaiting
him in Columbia.
“I also want to thank the
people at Mississippi State.
I had a great three years
there,” Beamer said. “It’s
a first-class organization
and Coach Croom is a firstclass guy. He understood
my reasons [for leaving] and
the opportunit y that was
presented here. Hopefully,
we can meet those guys in the
SEC Championship soon.”
Beamer, who was also heavily

Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Charleston native Shane Beamer will coach linebackers.
i nvolved i n M i s sis sippi
State’s recruiting process,
will be assisting Carolina’s
current recruiting
coordinator David Reaves.
Reaves, who helped USC
land a top-five recruiting
class this season, received
a promotion to become the
team’s quarterbacks coach.
“We’re excited to have
S h a n e ,” S p u r r i e r s a i d .

“I’l l st il l be of fensive
coordinator. I’m not cutting
back on my coaching, but
giv ing Dav id a lit t le bit
more responsibility to meet
with quarterbacks on his
own more. Hopefully we’ll
be a better team by making
some changes here.”
Comments on this story?
E-mail gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu

Softball defeats visiting Western Carolina 4-1
Gamecocks improve
to 6-0, continue solid
early season showings
Kevin Walker

THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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McKenna Hughes hit her USC record-tying 25th homer.

The USC softball team
d e f e a t e d t h e We s t e r n
Carolina Catamounts 4-1
Wed nesday af ter noon at
Beckham Field for their fi rst
home win of the season.
T he G a me c o c k s , who
improved to a perfect
6-0 record on the season,
prevailed behind a strong
pitch i ng per for ma nce
f rom K ate Pou l iot . T he
freshman tossed a complete
g a me, ret i r i ng t he f i r st
n i ne b at t e r s s he f a c e d .
The only run given up the
Gamecocks came in the top
of the seventh inning, when
Catamount first baseman
Lau ren Ross h it a n R BI
double.

“ K a t e Po u l i o t t h r e w
the ball well today,” USC
coach Joyce Compton said.
“She threw a few too many
pitches, but overall, a good
performance.”
Bot h st a r t i ng pitchers
t u r n e d i n s o l id g a m e s ,
hold i ng each of fen se to
a combi ned tot al of f ive
hits. Each team was held
scoreless through the first
three innings.
However, the Gamecock
offense broke through in the
bottom of the fifth inning
when sen ior McKen na
Hughes hit a game-winning
two-run homer. The blast
also marked Hughes’ 25th
career home run, ranking
her f irst all-t ime for
Gamecock softball.
“It’s a relief in a sense that
it’s out of the way and I can
concent rate more on t he
game,” Hughes said. “But it
is defi nitely a great honor to
be the all-time home runs
leader.”
Helped along by an RBI

single by second baseman
Ashton Payne in the bottom
of the sixth, the Gamecocks
went on to score two more
runs in t he game. Coach
Compton was pleased with
the win, but felt the team
cou ld have per for med
better.
“We were very slow at the
plate today. We were able to
make a few adjustments, got
a little spark, and sometimes
t hat’s what you need on
day s l i ke t hese to get it
done,” Compton said of the
Gamecock of fense. “ We
need to be more consistent.
We have to get that killer
inst inct at t he plate and
keep putting pressure on
our opponents.”
The Gamecocks will hit
the road again as they travel
to Tallahassee, Fla. for the
Flor ida St ate Un iversit y
Tournament this weekend.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu
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a drink 15 minutes later.
It ’s ca l l i ng a n nou ncer
guys like Dick Vitale and
Bill Raftery idiots, yet still
listening to every second of
their broadcasts.
It’s calling into a radio
show just to let the world
know that your team’s rival
sucks.
I t ’s a l m o s t e n d i n g a
lifelong friendship because
your buddy wouldn’t let you
be Michael Jordan in a game
of driveway hoops.
It’s the sheer giddiness
you feel when Chris Berman
shrieks “Whoop!” during a
highlight and wishing Barry
Sanders hadn’t retired for
that very reason.
It’s watching Tiger Woods
in the final group of a Major,
knowing the tournament is
his, but still rooting for John
Daly to somehow finish with
four-straight eagles to win.
It’s always having your cell
phone ring when you’re at a
game and the entire stadium
starts The Wave while you’re
trying to answer the call.
It’s cheering every time
you hear the “Ping!” of
the bat at a college baseball
game like someone just hit
a home run, and then seeing
the ball dribbling back to the
pitcher.
It’s buying a jersey from
you r f avor it e t e a m a nd
putting duct tape over the
name on the back if that
player ever leaves.
It’s arguing vehemently
that your team is better than
your friend’s even though
your team just lost to them
by 48.
And most importantly, it’s
coming home from a game
knowing that, win or lose,
there’s no better way to have
spent the day.

Women’s hoops return home to host Auburn

Mark Povelaitis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior forward Melanie Johnson has been a double-digit scorer coming off the bench for the Gamecocks this season. USC hosts Auburn Thursday.

Senior guard Lauren
Simms earns place in
1,000-point club
Langston Ross

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

After a tough road loss
to Georgia, Carolina has a
14-12 overall record, a 47 SEC record and is only
t wo w ins away f rom t he
Colonial Center.
T he G a meco c k s h ave
st r uggled on t he road
and lacked consistency all

season. A revolving starting
rot at ion combi ned w it h
an unforgiv ing schedule
has given the Gamecocks
a c h a l le n g e a l l s e a s o n .
D e s p it e t he le ade r s h ip
of seven sen iors a nd a n
abundance of talent, t he
team has struggled to earn
a big win.
Thursday Carolina
will take on Auburn. The
Lady Tigers come into the
matchup at 17-9 with a 4-6
record in the SEC. They
enter Columbia on a two
game losing st reak w it h
recent losses to Tennessee
and Vanderbilt.

Women’s golf to rebound “100 percent”
Coggins: “I think we
can bring home a
championship”
Cory Burkarth
STAFF WRITER

Carolina’s women’s golf
team f inished last season
ranked No. 28 in the nation
but heading into their season
opener in Puerto Rico this
month, head coach K risti
Coggins expects her team to
climb the charts quickly.
“That is not an indication
of where we will be at the end
of the spring,” USC coach
Coggins said. “I am 100
percent sure of that.”
Coggins, now in her 13th
season leading the women’s
golf team, has taken t he
Gamecocks to 11 postseason
appearance as well as
RECAP ● Continued from 8
Freshman Dominique Archie
scored the Gamecocks’ fi rst
nine points of the game and
finished with 15 points and
eight rebounds.
After leading early, the
G a me c o c k s f el l b e h i nd
midway through the first half.
Carolina would eventually
take a two-point lead with
a l it t le more t ha n eight
minutes to go in the second
half, but Vanderbilt retook
the lead off of a Byars three.
The Commodores would not
relinquish the lead from that
point forward.
“In the last six minutes,
we didn’t execute very well
defensively, and we didn’t
execute very well offensively”
Odom said after the game.
“We had our chances; we just
didn’t execute well enough to
make it.”
Carolina will look to get
back on the winning track
when they host Tennessee
Feb. 17th in the Colonial
Center. A BC Sports will
televise the game.
Comments on this story?
E-mail gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu
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eight NCA A tournament
appearances. In 2002, the
Gamecocks won the SEC
Championship and Coggins
was named the SEC Coach
of the Year.
The Gamecocks eight-lady
roster is composed of one
senior, four juniors, three
freshmen and one redshirt
freshman, Meredith Taylor.
Coggins realizes her team
plays in the one of women’s
golf’s top conferences but she
also knows tough schedules
make teams great.
“I think we can bring home
a championship,” Coggins
said.
One Gamecock who
Coggins expects to have
an immediate impact this
season is Belgian freshman
Bénédicte Toumpsin. She was
ranked No. 1 in Belgium and
also represented Europe in
the 2005 Ping Junior Solheim
Cup which pits Europe’s best
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junior players competing
against the USA’s best junior
players. Her career highlights
include winning the 2005
Belgian Masters and being
a member of the Belgian
national team since she was
13 years old.
Lone senior Jenna Pearson
and Toumpsin make up what
Coggins has called, “t he
one-two punch.” Pearson has
qualified for the Futures tour
and will turn professional
once the Gamecocks’ season
is over.
The team’s season opens
Feb. 23 and they will also
play in t he “Mo” Morial
I nv itat ional f rom March
9-11, the LSU Cleveland
Classic from March 16-18,
the Liz Murphey Collegiate
Classic from March 23-25.
The regular season concludes
wit h t he Br yan Nat ional
Collegiate from April 6-8.

Tw o o u t s t a n d i n g
s o pho mor e s , D eWa n n a
Bonner and Sherell Hobbs,
double as Auburn’s leading
scorers. Auburn’s young,
balanced attack has notched
some solid road victories
this season.
T he G a mec o c k s h ave
a balanced attack of their
own and will rely on the
steady play of Ebony Jones,
Demetress Adams and Iva
Sliskovic. This trio poses
many problems for opposing
coaches on a nightly basis
w it h sol id shoot i ng a nd
defense.
Auburn will also have to

contend with revived senior
Lau ren Si m m s who ha s
stepped up her play in the
last couple weeks. Simms
scored a season-h igh 28
points in Sunday’s loss to
Georgia.
A long w it h Sim ms’
i mproved play over t he
last couple of weeks, the
Gamecocks have seen the
emergence of sophomore
Brianna Dickerson. The
g uard has given t he
Gamecocks a much-needed
spark off the bench with 11
points.
It will be imperative for
USC to protect t he ball

b et ter t h a n on Su nday,
when USC had 18 turnovers
in the fi rst half.
“Turnovers in the first
h a l f r e a l l y k i l l e d u s ,”
Wa lv ius sa id, fol low i ng
Su nd a y ’s g a me a g a i n s t
Georgia.
“It was just lack of
poise a nd t h row i ng t he
ba l l away. It g ave t hem
eas y shot s w it h t hei r
of fense. W hen you have
18 t u r no ve r s i n a h a l f ,
you give the opponent 18
opportunities to score.”
Comments on this story?
E-mail gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu
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Then APPLY TODAY!
to be a Tutor with the...

Benefits include:
-$8.00/hour pay
-Paid training
-Become a College
Reading and Learning
Association Certified
tutor
-Flexible schedule!

For an application, stop by TODAY
to the Student Success Center
Contact Anne Vermont at 777-0784
or visit the website:
or vermont@gwm.sc.edu
http://www.sa.sc.edu/ssc/tutoring.htm

To place a line classified ad

Line classified ad rates

Additional info

Phone: 803-777-3888 • Fax: 803-777-6482

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

Additional options

DEADLINE

Box around ad: $1.25

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

Logo insertion available for an additional cost

Visa, MasterCard and Discover are accepted

E-mail: sholmes@gwm.sc.edu
Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm
Russell House, Rm. 343
www.dailygamecock.com

NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!..

Adoptions
ADOPT Classical Musician & Homebuilder/Artist--financially secure in wonderful island community want to share
our home, fun on the beach and most of
all lots of love with a child. We care and
want to help. Call JR & Yvonnne toll free
877-288-0838x2367 or our adoption attorney 864-241-2883.

Apartments
1, 2 & 3 B APTS almost on compus.
318-0800 or rajaluri@aeliusa.com

For Sale
BEDS PILLOWTOP MATTRESS SETS
New in plastic. KING $350
QUEEN $250. Will Deliver 447-3037

2BR 1BA duplex near USC, CH/A,
stove, fridge, dw , $600 NO PETS
960-4245 or 513-7367
Rent Room to Quiet, Non-Smoker.
Internet
$280/Mo. Rosewood Dr.
466-2876

Help Wanted
Instructors

AVON/MARK
Set your own hours 50% commission
803-361-8740

Help Wanted
Phone Surveyors Needed
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.

Housing-Rent
3BR 1.5BA - Melrose Heights
1120 Woodrow St. - 5 min to USC, new
paint w/d incld $1150. Avail 2/1/07.
422-3145 Ask for Walks

Help Wanted

PT BARTENDER position available at
the National Advocacy Center. Must be
able to work 2-3 evenings/wk 4-11pm.
NO FRIDAYS OR SATURDAYS!
Apply in person at 1620 Pendleton St.
ISLAND TAN 519 Meeting St. W. Cola
2 PT OPENINGS
PT Mornings 9-1 PT Afternoons 4-5
M-F 3-5/days/wk $100 bonus
after training 794-9100.

*Fun working environment
*Morning & evening shifts
*Weekly pay
Apply in person @1076 Sunset Blvd:
For Directions call 791-8644.

College Students Wanted - to take Inventories in Midland Area businesses.
No selling involved. Flexible P/T hours.
Advancement opportunities available.
Good for resume. RGIS representative
will be in the Russell House Lobby on
Feb. 28th. from 11am-1pm or call
803-798-6084. or www.rgisinv.com EOE

NOW HIRING! Apply today for
Spring/Summer Instructor positions
with
The Swim Lesson Company. Complete
training and free uniform provided.
Good Pay-start@ $10/hr.
Call Mr. Jim Reiser @ 665-8709 or
email at coachreiser@sc.rr.com

Opportunities
Earn $2500+monthly and more to type
simple ads online.
www.DataEntryTypers.com

www.
dailygamecock

.com

