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For the second-consecutive year, 
A labama and Auburn may have 
prov ided t he remedy t he South 
Carolina men’s tennis team needed to 
turn its season around. The Gamecocks 
(9-9, 2-4 SEC) picked up a 4-3 win over 
the Crimson Tide on Friday before 
completing the weekend sweep with 
a 4-1 victory against the Tigers on 
Sunday. 

Last year’s sweep of Alabama and 
Auburn propelled South Carolina to 
a school-record seven SEC victories 
after starting 1-3. Senior Chip Cox, 
who clinched the team win against 
Alabama, did not downplay the impact 
of this weekend on the rest of the 
season. 

“It was super crucial,” Cox said. “We 
were 0-4 [in the SEC] coming into the 
weekend but we knew all we needed 
was one big win to get us started and 
I think that made today’s match a lot 
easier.”

Leading 3-2, both Cox and junior 
Andrew Adams were on-court in third 
sets hoping to seal the win for their 
team. Adams had dropped the second 
set after claiming the � rst while Cox 
aimed for the come-f rom-behind 
victory. After Adams fell in his match, 
all eyes turned to the Myrtle Beach 
native. The senior pulled through, 
impressing coach Josh Gof�  along the 
way. 

“Having our senior, Chip Cox, come 
through with a win like he did is what 
our team needed,” Gof�  said. “He was 
on cruise control and that’s a hard 
situation to be in, knowing that your 
teammate on the No. 1 court is going 
to go down and to keep the focus like 
he did was just unbelievable.”

Gof�   also stated that the team � nally 
unloaded this weekend and played 
aggressive rather than protecting - 
something he felt the team had been 
doing all season. 

Cox improved to 12-3 in dual match 
season after cruising to a straight-set 
victory against Auburn. While Cox has 
won matches in various ways, Friday’s 
clincher was the � rst such win for him. 

“It was awesome. It was an awesome 
feeling for me. I’ve always dreamed 
of clinching a three-all match in SEC 
and that was probably one of the best 
moments for me playing tennis here,” 
Cox said. “It was an unbelievable 
feeling to have the team come out and 
charge and dog pile on the court.”

The Gamecocks were able to knock 
off Alabama on Friday despite dropping 
the doubles point in a third-set tiebreak 
in the deciding match. Even without 
the early momentum, South Carolina 
was able to overcome the obstacle that 
had plagued them in previous matches. 
On Sunday, junior Thiago Pinheiro 
and freshman Sam Swank clinched the 
doubles point to stake the Gamecocks 
to the early advantage. 

Andrew Adams was inserted into 
the No. 1 slot this weekend and held 

his own with the competition. After 
dropping a tough match Friday, the 
junior was one game away from beating 
a ranked opponent before play was 
suspended. 

South Carolina returns to action 
next weekend when they take to the 
road to face LSU and Arkansas.

With Cox’s career-defining outing 
Sunday serving as a possible catalyst 
for the Gamecocks this season, Gof�  
said his senior’s fortitude was just what 
the doctor ordered at such a pivotal 
juncture in the year.

“It ’s the best I’ve seen him stay 
composed in his entire career,” Gof�  
said. “And we needed that at this 
point in the season. A win feels great, 
especially in that fashion.” 

 

In its �  rst road trip of the 
season over the weekend, the 
South Carolina baseball team 
would find itself longing for 
the comforts of home after 
dropping its � rst series of the 
season at Kentucky.  

After falling on Friday and 
Saturday,   t he Gamecocks 
were able to pick up at least 
one victory over the weekend 
with a 8-3 decision on Sunday.   

Freshman starting pitcher 
Wil Crowe   was on the bump 
for South Carol ina in the 
series � nale, going six innings 
and allowing four hits and 
three runs to pick up his � fth 
win of the season.  

J u n i o r  J o e l  S e d d o n    
continued his stellar season 
out of the bullpen, earning 
his seventh save of the year 
behind 2.1 innings in which 
he didn’t allow a hit.  

The offensive production 
was provided in part by junior 
Joey Pankake   and sophomore 
DC A rend a s ,    who  b o t h 
homered in Sunday’s contest.   

South Carolina’s 2-1 loss 
Sat u rday came a f ter  t he 
Wildcats built an early two-
run lead that the Gamecocks 
couldn’t manage to chip away 
at .    Sophomore lef t y Jack 
Wynkoop   picked up his � rst 
loss of the season after going 
seven innings and allowing 
� ve hits and two runs.  

T he  s e r ie s  op ene r  on 
Friday would f inish 13-5 in 
Kentucky’s favor.  

After the three-game set in 
Lexington, the Gamecocks 
sit at 19-3 on the year and 3-3 
within the SEC.    

South Carolina offensive 
l i nema n    Na’ Ty  Rodger s  
was charged with disorderly 
conduct and consuming alcohol 
underage just past midnight on 
Sunday.   The redshirt freshman   
has been suspended from the 
football team.  

Of�  cers from the Columbia 
Police Department responded 
to a cal l at Pour House, a 
Five Points bar, at 12:30 a.m. 
Sunday.   Rodgers   was “acting in 
a loud and boisterous manner,”   
according to police.

Rodgers   was cooperative with 
of� cers, who smelled a “strong 
odor of alcohol”   when they 
spoke with him.

Rodgers   is descr ibed as 
having a “good opportunity”   
t o  s t a r t  a t  r i g h t  g u a rd 
nex t  season accord ing to 
GamecocksOnline.com. He 
was an Under Armour A ll-
American in high school and 
was ranked the sixth-best high 
school player in Maryland   
before graduating in 2013.     
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Senior Chip Cox put on a heroic performance Saturday, clinching the win over Alabama.
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Sophomore guard Tiffany Mitchell led South Carolina with 24 points against the Matadors.

TOURNEY ¥ Continued from 1

10-point mark, but that single 
player almost sparked Cal State 
Northr idge to the upset. Janae 
Sharpe   led a l l  scorers w ith 26 
points,   a number Mitchell thinks 
c a me  f rom a n  overemph a s i s 
the Gamecocks put on Sharpe’s 
teammates.

“I think we k ind of paid a lot 
more attention to (Ashlee) Guay 
and (Cinnamon) Lister, and we kind 
of helped off of Sharpe so she got 
some easy looks in the beginning,” 
Mitchel l   said. “We just had to 
gauge it and we just kept leaving her 
sometimes.”

Sharpe was Northridge’s third-
leading scorer entering Sunday’s 
matchup with South Carol ina,   
averaging 12.5 points per game   
compared to Lister ’s 15.3   and 
Guay’s 16.3.  

T he  G a mecock s  have  seen 
moderate success in recent NCAA 
Tournament’s, reaching the Sweet 
Sixteen two years ago and earning 
a No. 4 last season,   but Staley  said 
that, as a No. 1 seed, it’s a whole 
different ball game.

“We know what it feels like to 
hunt, and now we know what it 
feels like to be the hunted,” Staley  
said before the tournament. “And 
for us, our players are up for the 
challenge.”

South Carolina will face a quick 
turnaround after advancing on to 
the next round. The Gamecocks 
will be pitted against No. 9 seed 
Oregon State, who pulled off a slight 
upset over eighth-seeded Middle 
Tennessee State later Sunday night.  

While South Carolina looked to 
be in for a test when the Matadors 
came out shooting, the Gamecocks 
were able to expand their advantage 
when all was said and done, and 
Staley  feels there is no need to 
worry come round two.

“We just ran up against a team 
that was ready to play,” Staley  said. 
“Sometimes a marathon’s not won 
in the � rst mile, and it surely wasn’t 
today.”

   


