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“This year, you
don’t have to settle.
This year, you can
get someone that’s
as conservative as
anyone in this race,
and yet can unify
our party and grow
the conservative
movement.”

Courtesy of MCT Campus

— Marco Rubio at a town hall in Columbia on Wednesday

Courtesy of MCT Campus

“Just didn’t take care of
my personal assets
in with regards to
transitioning from
public work, working
with DOT into private
work. Just got behind.”

— Richland County Councilman Kelvin Washington after receiving probation for failing to file
state tax returns

Courtesy of MCT Campus

“While I suspend my candidacy
today, I will continue to travel
this country and fight for those
Americans who refuse to settle
for the way things are and a
status quo that no longer works
for them.”

— Carly Fiorina in a Facebook post announcing
her decision to suspend her campaign

Photo by Kamila Melko | Weekender

“I think our team
understands the
bigger picture
in winning the
SEC. They don’t
take losing well
but, at the same
time, put things
in perspective
and move on.”

— Dawn Staley about the Gamecocks’ loss to
No. 1 ranked UConn on Monday
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SO MANY WAYS TO SAY DELICIOUS
JOIN US BEFORE THE USC VS. KENTUCKY BASKETBALL GAME
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13TH
LIBERTY VISTA OPENING AT 10AM
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Josh Warner | Weekender

Josh Warner | Weekender

Josh Warner | Weekender

Joe Crevier

@JOSEPHMCREVIER

The Gamecocks
defeated the SECleading LSU Tigers
94-83 Wednesday in
Ben Simmons’ muchanticipated appearance at
Colonial Life Arena.
The
freshman
forward from Australia
picked up two early
fouls, which led to his
benching for the final
eight minutes of the first
half. Simmons, guarded
primarily by Chris Silva
in the first half, had
just five points and four
assists at halftime. This

matchup comes nearly
one year after the two
squared off in the Metro
Classic game, when Silva
dropped 27 points and 14
rebounds.
Simmons did most of
his damage in the second
half, however, as LSU’s
primary ball handler.
He began the second
half with three straight
baskets, including an and1 dunk that narrowed
LSU’s deficit to five after
it ballooned up to nine
early on.
“ We m a d e s o m e
defensive mistakes,
which we’ll watch on

film, on Simmons in the
second half. I thought
we defended him well in
the first half. Our help
defense wasn’t clean in
the first half, but we
defended him well,” head
coach Frank Martin said.
The highly touted
NBA prospect finished
the game with 20 points,
six rebounds and six
assists, but missed a
key free throw with 57
seconds remaining.
Senior forward Michael
Carrera was also in foul
trouble early, picking up
two fouls in the first half.
Martin played Carrera

for just two minutes in
the first half, forcing him
out of rhythm early on.
Carrera recovered
down the stretch, along
with point guard PJ
Dozier, to lead the
Gamecocks to victory.
The two combined for 24
points and five rebounds
in the second half.
“PJ’s a beautiful kid,
just an unbelievable,
beautiful kid. And
I’ve said this from the
beginning: The best
part about him is that he
wants me to coach him,”
Martin said.
Carrera was honored

Gamecocks
blow by
LSU,
Simmons

prior to tipoff for
surpassing 1,000 career
points.
Fouls were an issue for
both teams with three
players fouling out and
a total of 56 personal
fouls between the two
t e a m s . T h e Ti g e r s
missed 12 of their 28 free
throw attempts. Silva,
Mindaugas Kacinas and
Craig Victor III fouled
out.
Junior guard Sindarius
Thornwell followed up a
season-best performance
against Texas A&M
with another strong
performance, scoring a

game-high 24 points —
six in the final minute.
Thornwell shot 40
percent from the field,
but hit 11 of his 14 free
throws to secure the win.
LSU’s other freshman
standout, Antonio
Blakeney, led the Tigers
in scoring, with 22
points on 4-6 three-point
shooting.
The victory moves
South Carolina atop
the SEC standings with
Kentucky narrowly
trailing. John Calipari’s
Wildcats are next up,
scheduled to tip off at
noon Saturday.
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Column: Johnny Football needs to exit
Bobby Balboni

@ROB_BALBONI1

Who doesn’t love a
good scandal? Especially
as members of the media,
we live to dig up the dirt.
The world of sports has
more than its fair share
of Hamlets and Achilles,
the wonderboy phenoms
who eventually fall victim
to their tragic vices.
We have Deflategate,
performance enhancing
drug accusations and
recruiting violations.
There is one scandal we
have to turn our back
on though, one sick
individual who needs
a dose of tough love.
Lending Cleveland
Brown’s quarterback
Johnny Manziel our
attention is only enabling
him at this point, not
helping him.
Manziel was simply
seen as a rebel during his
time at Texas A&M, the
bad boy who didn’t abide
by the NCAA’s rules. He
won a Heisman trophy
and broke records, then
screwed up and we wrote
about it — rinse, wash
and repeat. He was just
a college kid who partied
too much, and other than

TDG

his supreme talent on
the gridiron, not all that
different than his peers.
Manziel is an adult now,
and a dangerous one at
that.
Since his relevance
as a football player has
declined, his behavior
as a human being has
become exponentially
worse. Manziel not only
ruptured ex-girlfriend
C o l l e e n C r o w l e y ’s
eardrum in an altercation
last month, he allegedly
threatened to take her life
along with his own.
Manziel will do
anything to stay relevant.
The drinking, the
lies and the cover-ups
aren’t enough for him
anymore though. The
most insightful thing
that anyone has said
about Manziel came from
former NFL quarterback
Ryan Leaf.
Last week, Leaf
encouraged Manziel to
seek help on an interview
with KESN-FM when
he said, “You don’t want
to be vulnerable because
you’re this big, strong
football player, and help
means weak. And it
doesn’t. Asking for help

might be the strongest
thing you will ever do.”
If anyone can relate
to Manziel, it is Leaf.
Drafted No. 2 overall
in the 1998 NFL draft
behind Peyton Manning,
Leaf’s professional career
flamed out after just
three seasons. Leaf has
since served two terms in
prison and developed a
dangerous drug addiction
to Vicodin. The parallels
between their stories are
eerily similar.
The nonstop media
coverage is really hurting
Manziel more than
anything at this point. He
craves the attention, feeds
off of it even.
Instead of speculating
whether or not Manziel’s
football career is over, he
needs to disappear for
a while and straighten
himself out. He needs
help, but not our
attention. That might
mean going home to his
family, entering rehab
or even jail. The brand
and intrigue surrounding
Johnny Football is stone
cold dead. If things don’t
change soon, Johnny
Manziel might follow his
image to the grave.

Courtesy of MCT Campus

New Donors:

Donate plasma and earn up to $400 per month!*
Who knew I could earn money and save lives.
215 ASSEMBLY ST • COLUMBIA, SC 29201 • 803-254-2280
*Applicable for eligible, qualified new donors. Fees vary by weight and location. New donors must bring photo ID,
proof of address and Social Security number.
Redeem at your nearest donation center for details.

Center staff scan to enter payment comment.

@thegamecock

CSLPlasma.com
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1929 Bluff Road | Columbia, SC | 803.733.5800

THE NEW YEAR DOESN’T START

LIFE’S
BETTER

IN
A
COTTAGE

UNTIL YOUR CAR DOES.
1410 North Millwood Avenue

(at the intersection of North Millwood Ave
and Washington Street)

Columbia, SC 29204

•Movie Theater

•Private Shuttle

•Pet Friendly

•2 Resort Style Pools

•Fitness Center

•And Much More!

TheReatreatColumbia

@RetreatColumbia
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Women for Bernie informs, counters backlash
Alondra De La Rosa
@THEGAMECOCK

Women came together to
show how supporting Bernie
Sanders and being a feminist
are not mutually exclusive
positions at Women for
Bernie on Wednesday.
Recently, there has been
an uproar of criticism
toward women who support
Bernie Sanders over Hillary
Clinton, claiming they
do not support feminism.
Many at the event disclaim
this notion, stating they
are not misinformed on
their decision. Anna Mesa,
a public health graduate
student, made her objections
to this known.
“There’s been a lot of
backlash against women who
are supporting Bernie instead

of Hillary, and I think that
that’s a little ridiculous.
Bernie is also very strong in
women’s issues,” Mesa said.
Women for Bernie is a
nationwide event, and hosted
meet-ups on the same day
and time all over the United
States on Wednesday. The
event featured a video
message from Sen. Nina
Turner, as well as local
speakers discussing different
aspects of what Sanders
plans to assist.
Local speakers included
Virginia Sanders, a South
Carolina progressive activist,
who spoke on raising the
minimum wage; Dr. Emilio
Perez-Jorge, who spoke on
the universal healthcare; and
Bryanta Booker, president of
Young Democrats of South

Carolina and chairwoman
of the Young Leaders for
Bernie, who spoke on the
issues faced in getting more
people to vote. Nurses
for Bernie, sponsored by
National Nurses United for
Patient Protection, was also
present at the event.
The public meet-up in
Columbia was hosted by a
private party at the Lourie
Center. Elaine Cooper, a cohost of the Columbia event
and a longtime volunteer for
the Bernie campaign, spoke
in reference to the event.
“I think there’s something
like 127 locations in 37
different states, including
Alaska, going on at the
same time, and I know
I am the only one who’s
live-streaming the event.”

Avadh Rana | Weekender

Cooper said. “Of course
with that I hope to widen
out the audience. We’re just
having a bunch of different
events to raise awareness.”

The Women for Bernie
meet-up was an informative
event that came in time for
the upcoming Democratic
preliminaries on Feb. 27.
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Rubio focuses on SC primary at town hall
Brittany Franceschina
@BRITTA_FRAN

Courtesy of MCT Campus

“South Carolina is a
place for new beginnings
and fresh starts, and
we also happen to pick
presidents.”
— Trey Gowdy

Marco Rubio joined U.S.
Rep. Trey Gowdy at the
Columbia Metropolitan
Convention Center
Wednesday afternoon for
a town hall meeting before
the highly anticipated South
Carolina primary on Feb.
20.
“South Carolina is a place
for new beginnings and
fresh starts, and we also
happen to pick presidents,”
Gowdy said.
He expressed his respect
for Rubio’s campaign and
said, “South Carolina, let me
tell you this: If we nominate
Marco Rubio, I promise you
he will be the next president
of the United States.
This was followed by a
“Marco” chant from the
audience, which was made
up of students, campaign
volunteers and other Rubio
supporters.
“I see a passion in him.
I think he’s passionate in
what he believes in, and
I think that he’s strong in
his ideas. I like his ideas. I
support his policies ... It
seems to me like he could
be our future. He’s young,
and when he speaks I feel
like he really cares about the
country and really knows
what he’s talking about,”
Alison Trimble, first-year
international studies student,

said.
Rubio talked about his
presence in South Carolina
and how he spends a lot
of time here, not only as a
political figure, but also with
his family as a halfway point
between Miami and D.C.
“I have a good friend of
mine that coaches basketball
here at the university, some
of you might know him —
his name is Frank Martin.
Did you know Cubans coach
basketball?” Rubio said.
He stressed the
importance of South
Carolina voters: “Record
turnout in New Hampshire.
Record turnout in Iowa. It’s
going to be a record turnout
in South Carolina.”
Rubio spent time pointing
out the danger the country
is facing due to increased
government involvement
in health care, education
and religion and the
repercussions the nation will
face if it is not changed.
“If we fail now, they’ll put
three more liberals on the
Supreme Court, and our
Constitution is in a lot of
trouble. If we fail now, the
debt will continue to grow,
and we will have a debt
crisis. If we fail now, and
they win, they will continue
to destroy our military
capabilities, and we will be
less safe and less influential
in the world. We have to
get it right, and we have

to get it right now in this
election,” Rubio said.
Rubio also gave his
thoughts on the democratic
presidential candidates,
saying that Bernie Sanders
is a socialist and Hillary
Clinton is not fit for the job.
“She’s not qualified to
be president of the United
States, because anyone who
takes classified information
and puts it on a private
server cannot be president of
the United States, because
she thinks she’s above the
law,” Rubio said.
The event ended sooner
than expected because
Rubio had to get back to
D.C. to vote on North
Korean sanctions, but he
assured the audience he
would be spending so much
time in South Carolina in
the next nine to 10 days
that he would have to pay a
property tax.
“ We c a n ’t l o s e t h i s
election, which means we
have to nominate someone
who can win, but not just
anyone who can win. It has
to be someone who is truly
a conservative that embraces
limited government and
free enterprise and a strong
national defense — but who
can win. That’s why I’m
here: to ask you for your
vote. I’m the conservative
in this race that can win,”
Rubio said.
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Trump talks
economic concerns,
tactics at Clemson
Emily Barber
@EMILYRISA

Given the personality
seen from 2016 presidential
hopeful Donald Trump,
it’s unsurprising that his
supporters are just as
enthusiastic and raucous as
he is. They turned up in full
force to hear him review the
highlights of his campaign at
Clemson University’s T. Ed
Garrison Arena on Wednesday
evening.
After a brief introduction
from South Carolina Lt. Gov.
Henry McMaster, Trump took
the stage, accompanied by
The Beatles’ “Revolution.” He
began by discussing his recent
win in the New Hampshire
primary on Monday.
“The reason [we won] is
that people are tired of losing
in this country,” he said.
“We’re losing all the time.
People are tired of stupidity,
incompetence — we’re not
going to have it anymore.”
In between humorous
digressions in which he
complimented the audience
or wondered at the size of the
crowd, Trump reviewed his
campaign success so far and
reflected on his transition of
focus from business to politics.
“I’ve been in politics all
my life, but I’ve been ... a
supporter,” he said. “And one
of the things we’re doing and
one of the things I’m doing is
I’m self-funding my campaign,
so I can’t be bought.”
From this, he segued into
a criticism of competing
Republican candidate Jeb

Bush’s campaign budget, which
dramatically exceeds Trump’s
own and is disproportionate to
his success so far. Trump said
that he felt it was important
to fund his campaign
independently because he had
been acquiring money all his
life and felt this was the point
to stop being greedy for it.
“I want to be greedy, but
I want to be greedy for the
United States. We want to
bring money into the United
States,” he said. He plans to
separate himself from the
business he has built and
transfer the responsibilities to
his children and executives.
One of the biggest problems
in the United States that
Trump believes needs to
be fixed is the debt, which
increases regularly due to
trade deficits with other
countries. He warned against
an impending economic
crash to which the United
States is vulnerable because
it is so connected to foreign
economies.
“We are sitting on a very
dangerous bubble,” he said.
“We’re so tied into China ...
When they go bad, we go
bad, and the whole thing is
ridiculous.”
He also discussed a
phenomenon he called
“corporate inversion,” which is
when companies native to the
United States shut down their
American manufacturers and
move to other countries.
“Companies have ...
closer to $5 trillion outside
of this country,” he said.

“The companies can’t get
their money back in ... The
Democrats ... agree and the
Republicans agree: We are
going to bring the money
back. They can’t get a deal
done ... because we don’t have
a leader as a president.”
According to Trump, the
United States spends more
per student on education
than any other country, and
yet the education system is
ranked below some developing
countries. He drew a parallel
between Bush’s high spending
and lack of campaign success
to that of the United States on
education.
Another of his points was
the negotiation of prices for
prescription drugs. Currently,
the United States does not
negotiate, and Trump said
that the people could save
$300 billion if the government
started doing so.
Trump blames politicians’
lack of initiative on their
reliance on money from
companies. Career politicians
often rely on money from
outside sources, and therefore
they have to abide by
expectations of those sources.
“The politicians will never
get you to the promised
land,” he said. “They’re
preservationists ... They’re
good at getting re-elected.
They’re great at getting
money. They’re great at
getting all of this stuff, and
they’ll never help you.”
As a solution to these
economic challenges, Trump
would start having more people

Adam Collins | Weekender

from business backgrounds
involved in policy-making. He
would be stricter on American
companies that try to move
manufacturing plants out of
the country and would work to
reduce the exorbitant annual
deficits the U.S. owes to other
countries.
He also criticized foreign
policy decisions such as the
Iran nuclear deal and the way
the administration handled
Iran’s recent capture and
release of 10 American sailors,
which was preceded by the
publication of a video showing
the sailors held at gunpoint.
“We’re going to make our
country so wonderful again,
and you people can be so
proud of our country again,”

he said. “We’re not going to
have deals where our sailors
are put on their knees with
their hands up.”
Throughout the speech,
the audiences responded to
Trump’s most characteristic
quotes with excitement that
filled the huge, vaulted ceilings
of the rodeo arena. Just as
bullfighters must carefully
calculate their moves in the
arena, so Trump and the other
presidential candidates will
have to in the political arena in
the coming weeks and months.
For now, until the South
Carolina Republican primary
on Feb. 20, that arena will
be South Carolina and the
candidates will be fighting
down to the very last vote.
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Engineers Without Borders improves infrastructure
Brittany Franceschina
@BRITTA_FRAN

Engineers Without
Borders, an organization
at USC founded in June
2010, offers hands-on
opportunities for engineers
and other professions
to work directly with
communities in need by
working on projects locally
and internationally.
Since their first year,
they have finished an
international project in
the town of La Victoria,
Ecuador. They constructed
a one-kilometer irrigation
pipeline to aid local
agribusiness.
“The main impact of the
project has been that it has
allowed the community to

be more financially stable.
Before the construction of
the pipeline, the community
had a stable supply of water
for only three months
out of the year. With the
construction of the pipeline,
the community now has a
stable supply of water all
year long,” project lead Eric
Reyes-Bastida said.
The other benefit from
this project was that the
water they helped the
town secure went to a high
school in the area and was
used to educate the students
on different agricultural
methods. By doing this, the
money that the school made
from the crops cultivated by
students went directly back
to the school and taught
them about engineering by

providing them with skills
they can use for the rest of
their lives.
EWB-USC,
while
continuing to monitor
progress on this project,
has now moved its focus
to a new project in El
Cedro, Ecuador, where
a team of students and a
professional will conduct a
site assessment over spring
break. The goal is to build
a safe, reliable water supply
for the town because it lacks
the engineering knowledge
to put this in place itself.
“I became involved with
EWB because I grew up in a
small town in Mexico where
we did not have many of
the things we often take for
granted in the U.S. I never
liked that problems that are

relatively ‘simple’ to solve
in the U.S. are abundant in
developing countries. Being
the project lead allows me to
use my technical knowledge
as well as other resources we
have here at USC to help
communities in developing
countries who are in need,”
Reyes-Bastida said.
In the future, EWB-USC
hopes to grow large enough
to establish a second project
team that could work in a
different part of the world.
Many of the best chapters
around the U.S. have
multiple project teams.
They also would like to
increase communication
and share ideas with other
chapters in the Southeast.
The organization is
accepting new members,

and you don’t have to be
an engineer to join and
participate.
“Specifically, we look for
highly motivated students
who can excel in a team
environment and who have
an interest in public health
and humanitarian work,
particularly in developing
countries. For those
interested in joining us,
just swing by our weekly
meetings in Swearingen
2A27 on Mondays at 6:30
where you can learn more
about committees you’d be
most interested in working
on, and dive right in!”
EWB-USC President Aidan
Brougham-Cook said.
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Chester, SC
Grace Batton
@TDG_ARTS

C h e s t e r, a S o u t h
Carolina secret, enchants
its visitors with its quiet,
quaint atmosphere.
Visitors can find refuge
in its hidden beauty; it’s
the perfect place to relax
and unwind for a few
days.
For a calming getaway,
guests can stay at An
Inn on York Street.
This 19th-century
bed-and-breakfast,
run by a hospitable
English couple, offers
a comfortable visit at a
reasonable price of $95
per night on Airbnb.
Nothing short of a
classic mansion, the
edifice is stunningly
constructed with timeless
creaky wood floors,
dazzling chandeliers,
ornately carved staircases,
elegant furniture and
impeccable decor. Each

guest room in the
house is themed after
a famous writer, such
as Oscar Wilde, Ernest
Hemingway or Mark
Twain, and decorated
accordingly with their
works and studies.
The Inn on York
Street is a uniquely
charming lodging option
for a trip to Chester.
In the evenings, guests
can take a dip in the
backyard pool, smoke
cigars on the porch or
catch the ice cream truck
as it trundles by, and, in
the mornings, visitors
awake to the tantalizing
smells of home-cooked
breakfast wafting up the
stairs.
Guests are usually
served a decadent threecourse breakfast, starting
with a fruit such as
candied peaches, baked
pears or strawberries
with granola. The

second course is usually
brioche toast, pastries
or cinnamon cake and
a choice of coffee or
tea. The third and
final course is usually
an English-inspired
traditional dish. Guests
may enjoy dishes such
as eggs Benedict, fried
ham, bacon and eggs,
and fresh sausage patties
with biscuits.
Equally quaint,
if somewhat less
sophisticated, downtown
Chester is intriguingly
old-fashioned. Most of
the shops are antique
or outdated, yet have
a certain charm about
their simplicity, recalling
a slower pace of life.
Visitors can stop by
an old appliance store,
search through dusty
antique stores and visit
the tiny farmers market,
where friendly locals run
booths selling honey and

greens.
Summit Food and
Spirits, which the Inn
on York hostess says
is the local favorite,
is an affordable and
tasty dining option in
the downtown area.
This restaurant is a
perfect picture of the
calm atmosphere and
easygoing personalities of
the residents of Chester.

Another favorite is Umi,
a sushi and hibachi place
with some of the best
sushi ever and prices
much lower than similar
restaurants.
Chester is a place
with enough character
to enchant you all by
itself, but if you want an
adventurous night out,
Charlotte is only an hour
away.

In charming Chester,
visitors are encouraged
to put their minds at
ease in the slow-paced
mentality of the small
town. Nothing beats the
relaxing simplicity of
discovering this hidden
gem, learning about its
history, exploring new
restaurants and getting
to know other B&B
guests at An Inn on York.

Yonder Mountain
String Band
February 11

Zoogma & Turbo Suit
February 12

Widespread Panic
Afterparty: Feat. Bloodkin
February 13

“NO CASH? NO PROBLEM!”
SEE US ON SALUDA ST. IN FIVE POINTS
FOR A FREE RIDE!

We now take VISA, Master Card & American Express!

DON’T DRINK & DRIVE

803-799-3311

Badfish
A Tribute to Sublime
March 2

Mobb Deep
March 10

Umphrey’s McGee
February 18
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Mayor Bloomberg could
revolutionize US politics
Graham
Glusman

First-year international studies
and Spanish student

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Michael Bloomberg
Birth date: Feb. 14, 1942
Home state: New York
Considering independent bid
Mayor of New York City (2002-2013)
Founder and CEO of Bloomberg LP
Net worth: $39.1 million (Forbes)
8th richest American (Forbes)
Founder of Bloomberg Philanthropies

There is an air of
disdain about the American
electorate. A collective sense
of settling for less pervades
the political discourse as we
unenthusiastically observe our
motley field of candidates. It
seems as if we are not choosing
the best future president,
but the mos t a c c e pta bl e
among a cohort of otherwise
uninspiring and lackluster
politicians. Selecting our
commander in chief, a process
that should be riveting, more
closely resembles deciding
whether or not to eat the
questionable sloppy Joe
leftovers from Tuesday.
Essentially, we are given a
choice between a rock and a
hard place. The Republican
front runner is a xenophobic
billionaire who, despite our
most vehement wishes, shows
no intention of dropping out.
The Democrats will nominate
either a self-proclaimed
socialist and hopeless idealist,
or a contested war criminal
with a track record spottier
than your standard leopard.
The prospects of electing
an inspiring president are
undeniably grim.
However, perhaps we spoke
too soon. Although they
have not yet been confirmed,
there are whisperings of
an independent candidate

entering the race, a candidate
who could provide solace for
the wearisome and beleaguered
American voters — a candidate
that adheres not to party lines,
but to his own moral code. A
Bloomberg candidacy could be
exactly what America has been
waiting for.
For those who are not well
acquainted with former New
York City mayor Michael
B l o o m b e r g , l e t ’s a d d r e s s
the elephant in the room:
He’s a billionaire, with a
ne t w or th approxi m at e l y
nine times that of Donald
Trump. Bloomberg acquired
his fortune via Bloomberg
LP, a media and technology
company he founded in 1981.
Unlike Trump, Bloomberg
has used his considerable
wealth to promote the arts,
education and environmental
sustainability through his
foundation, Bloomberg
Philanthropies.
Once a Republican, then
a Democrat and now an
independent, Bloomberg is no
party stooge, a fact his political
track record makes abundantly
clear. His is a unique mix of
republican economics and
democratic social policy,
a refreshing combination
that unites the historically
disparate and irreconcilable
party ideologies.
A look at his liberal
side reveals that, in 2006,
Bloomberg recognized
abortion as a fundamental
human right. He supported

gay marriage as early as 2007
(six years before Hillary did),
recognizes the important
economic role of immigrants
(even the illegal ones) and is
notoriously passionate about
reducing obesity in the United
States.
The best of his fiscal
conservatism came to light
in 2007 when he turned New
York City’s $5 billion deficit
into a $4 billion surplus
by eliminating unnecessary
city agencies and increasing
property taxes. Perhaps he
could use a similar approach
in reducing our $19 trillion
national debt.
Unconstrained by party
allegiances and with an
affinity for the controversial
and difficult (two words
most politicians shy away
from), Bloomberg offers the
American people a candidate
we don’t have to settle for. A
Bloomberg presidency would
be a welcome relief from
the partisan politics of the
past eight years and could
bring together a country
presently lacking in unity.
While Sanders, Trump or
Clinton would most certainly
increase hostilities across the
aisle, Bloomberg’s distinct
brand of politics is one voters
and legislatures alike can
rally behind. A Bloomberg
candidacy would turn
leftover Tuesday, a buffet of
unappealing and ambiguous
politicians, into good ol’
Chicken Finger Wednesday.
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Jim Webb wants your time
Griffin
Hobson

Second-year
marine science
and economics
student
I get asked a fair bit why we
never seem to get good presidential
candidates. The answer is probably
that almost no one can stand tall
with partisan forces determined to
rip them apart. Even good, fairly
reasonable men such as John Kerry,
John McCain and Mitt Romney have
been torn apart and demonized in
recent cycles. But this time things
feel a little different. We might really
have fields of bad candidates.
Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders
would start at war with a Congress
that loathes them. Donald Trump is
Donald
Trump. Ted Cruz has a
penchant for
making enemies.
While there
have been some
genuinely good
candidates in the
mix, they have
tended to stay low
in the polls and earn
the scorn
o f
t h e i r

party’s bases when they rise.
Honestly, I think there are only
two candidates who could span the
partisan divide and get to work on
America’s most pressing problems.
One of them, Michael Bloomberg, I
am wary of due to his Wall Street ties
and history with Stop-and-Frisk. The
other is former Sen. Jim Webb.
The only thing you probably
remember about Jim Webb is that
he appeared in the first Democratic
debate and talked about the time he
killed a man. More accurately, he
alluded to the time he took out three
bunkers of enemy soldiers and threw
himself in front of a grenade for a
friend. He was awarded a Navy Cross,
a Silver Star and two Purple Hearts
for it.
After Vietnam, he became Ronald
Reagan’s Secretary of the Navy and
Assistant Secretary of Defense. Webb
resurfaced politically in the mid-2000s
and won one of Virginia’s Senate
seats. He used his position to draft
the modern GI bill and advocate for
reform of the criminal justice system.
Webb’s policy positions don’t
cleanly fall in line with either party’s.
He has stated that, “We cannot
tax ourselves into prosperity,” but
his platform has a major emphasis
on fairness and bringing CEO pay
down and workers’ up. He wants
to lower tax rates while eliminating
deductions, which is more commonly
associated with fiscal conservatives
than liberals. But his website also talks
favorably about FDR’s approach to
unemployment.
Abroad, Webb prefers to
stay out of wars when possible.
When wars must be fought, he is
adamant that our veterans
must be cared
f o r . H e ’s
generally
liberal
Courtesy of MCT Campus
on social

issues such as abortion and LGBT
rights, but he doesn’t place much
emphasis on them in his campaign.
This leads into the primary
reason I prefer Webb to Bloomberg.
The latter, for all of his merits, is
tainted by allowing and defending
a system where police could detain
and search people of color without
accusing them of a crime. Bloomberg
furthered systemic oppression. Webb
is definitely not perfect on the issue;
he’s given cringeworthy statements
on Black Lives Matter, affirmative
action and the Confederate flag. He
also tends to discuss criminal justice
in non-racial terms. But he has at
least taken prominent stands to
recognize African American veterans
and is married to a person of color.
For all of his flaws, he at least doesn’t
have a policy of supporting law and
order policies that hurt minority
communities, like Clinton and
Bloomberg do.
Really, though, the reason to back

Webb has less to do with his stances
and more to do with his character.
Our nation faces real problems in
terms of infrastructure, health care,
the justice system and the debt.
Congress needs to act soon or we
will all suffer later. Will Republicans
listen to a socialist or a Clinton?
Will Democrats stand by and refuse
to filibuster Cruz or Trump? Webb,
with his service on the battlefield
and in the Reagan administration,
could gain Republicans’ respect. And
through his more liberal stances on
income inequality and other issues he
could get Democrats to go along. Jim
Webb is an experienced and serious
leader who could earn respect across
the political aisle.
As an independent candidate
without billions in the bank, he faces
long odds. But I will take those odds
over Congress getting its act together
under almost any major party
candidate.

Jim Webb
Home state: Virginia
Birth date: Feb. 9, 1946
Running as an independent
Democratic senator (2007-2013)
Delivered State of the Union Rebuttal (2007)
Wrote the script for the film “Rules of Engagement” (2000)
Secretary of the Navy (1987-1988)
Won an Emmy Award (1983)
Awarded Navy Cross, Silver Star, two Bronze Stars and two
Purple Hearts (1969)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

STORE CLERK
PEOPLES PAWN SHOP INC.
SEEKING PART TIME YOUNG
PERSON, MUST BE ABLE TO
LIFT HEAVY OBJECTS, WELL
GROOMED, HONEST, RELIABLE, WILL WORK AROUND
USC SCHEDULE , BE ABLE
TO WORK 20 TO 30 HRS PER
WEEK APPLY IN PERSON
MON. THRU FRI. 9AM TO 5
PM SEE JON 1324 ASSEMBLY ST, COLA 803-256-1888
Email peoples9@bellsouth.net

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury
party cruise. Accommodations
on the island at your choice of
ten resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800867-5018

Kennel Tech
Looking for hardworking
dependable part time help.
Must be able to work some
weekdays, weekends, and
holidays. Apply in person with
resume.
Dog Daze 1241 Veterans
Road
695.0091
Email dogdazellc@bellsouth.
net

OPPORTUNITIES
Sail: PEDU150 (803) 317 9060

Pasta Fresca seeking parttime evening hosts, cashiers
and food runners. No experience necessary, positive,
friendly attitude a must. Apply
in-person between 4-6:30pm
daily. 4722 Forest Drive.
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ACROSS
1 Nile dam
6 Start a card game
10 Stone Age
dwelling
14 “The final frontier,”
on “Star Trek”
15 Fairy tale bully
16 Curved molding
17 “Waiting for your
signal”
19 Forest growth
20 Coastline concern
21 Garden entrance
23 R-V link
24 Be in complete
accord
29 Fill completely
31 Ex-NBA star Ming
32 Beginning
33 Federal property
agcy.
36 Strikeout king
Nolan
38 Airport screening
org.
39 Sound that may
be “heaved” in a
classroom
43 __-dried
tomatoes
44 Potpourri
45 Wrath
46 Nebraska’s most
populous city
48 Genetic letters
50 Turn, as a burger
54 Oath-ending
words
58 Dictator Amin
59 __ Minor: Little
Dipper
60 Continentspanning
landmass
62 Spanish artist
Joan
64 “Alphabet series”
mystery writer
(she’s up to “X”)
67 Needing mending
68 “Gone With the
Wind” plantation
69 Spanish painter
El __
70 Fellows
71 Ooze
72 PlayStation and
Discman
DOWN
1 Evaluate
2 Ancient Greek
city-state
3 Exit door

4 Behaves
5 Classic grape
sodas
6 “Iron Man” actor
Robert __ Jr.
7 Astar may have
a big one
8 LAX incoming
flight datum
9 Pigeon’s perch
10 Word before boll
or Bowl
11 Goes along with
12 Geese formation
13 Wide shoe spec
18 Fair-hiring abbr.
22 One making
amends
25 Hammer or anvil,
anatomically
26 Toy on a string
27 Polite rural reply
28 Greek “H”
30 It came before
the chicken—or
maybe after?
34 Shallow sea
hazards
35 Yahoo!
alternative
37 Tycoon Onassis
39 Japanese
heavyweight
sport
40 Pressed for time

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

41 Law partnership,
e.g.
42 Rock’s __
Leppard
43 Scouring pad
brand
47 Great blue
waders
49 May-December
wedding issue
51 Pay attention
52 Foolishness
53 Steinways, e.g.
55 Personal histories
56 “... __ daily
bread”

57 Fast, short auto
races
61 Puffy hairdo
62 Item on a
business sched.
63 Letters from one
who is short?
65 Persian Gulf fed.
66 Before, to a bard
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