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Going into Saturday’s meet 
at Auburn,   coach Boo Major   
and her team were hoping 
to put together a complete 
performance. After losses 
against Georgia   and at Texas 
A&M   exposed consistency 
i ssues ,  t he  G amecock s   
needed a win against the 
Tigers   to avoid falling to 0-3 
in the SEC.

T he tea m responded 
w i t h  a rg uably  i t s  bes t 
performance of the season 
in a 12-6 win   over Auburn,   
their �  rst regular season win 
in Alabama since the 2009 
season.  

“We felt like the way to 
become more consistent was 
to practice a little harder and 
get mentally tougher,” Major   
said. “They did, and I think it 
all paid off.”

The Tigers   jumped out to 
an early 1-0 lead,   but redshirt 
sophomore Samantha Smith   
came out and defeated her 
opponent 71-70   to k not 
things up. Auburn   would 
lead again at 2-1   but then 
the Gamecocks   took over for 
good from there,   winning 
the next � ve points. 

“I feel like the pressure 
motivates me to do better,” 
said Smith,   who has already 
matched her regular season 
win total from last season 
with 11.  

The Rhode Island native   
said more practice and a new 

strength coach have made 
her into a better rider and the 
redshirt year helped ease her 
into the system.

After the team took an 
unexpected loss to Texas 
A&M   in its previous match, 
Major   talked about the team 
coming together and not 
letting the mistakes happen 
again.

In addit ion, despite a 
two meet losing streak, the 
team still brought a lot of 
con� dence into Auburn.  

“ T he y  c a me i n  ve r y 
prepared,” Major   said. “They 
prepared themselves. I think 
the coaches did a great job 
preparing them for things 
that might happen. I really 
think they just had a different 
attitude going into this meet: 
confidence, but confidence 
that they could win because 
of how much work they put 
in beforehand.”

Major   sa id that t here 

were a few hiccups in the 
exhibition rides before the 
meet that made her nervous, 
but was confident that the 
team would respond.

After struggling against 
the Aggies,   the horsemanship 
team responded with a 4-1 
win   against the Tigers.  

“They were very con� dent, 
kind of mad I would even say, 
that they let Texas A&M   get 
away from them,” Major   said. 
“It was kind of like, ‘I’ve had 
enough, I’m not going to 
take it anymore.’ They really 
got in there and all rode 
beautifully.”

There was a part icular 
i n s t a n c e  w h e r e  t h e 
Gamecocks’   Kat ie Kopf   
a nd  A ubu r n’s    H a n n a h 
Loseke   had t rouble with 
the horse they were riding. 
However, Loseke   had trouble 
throughout her ride while 
Kopf    “ rode t h rough i t 
extremely well.” As a result, 

South Carolina   picked up the 
71.5-62.5 victory   that helped 
the Gamecocks   get going.

“On the Western side of 
things, that (score) is huge,” 
Major   said. “That’s probably 
the equivalent of beat ing 
someone in Hunt Seat by 
about 25 points. It made 
me breathe a l it t le easier 
when Katie   got in there and 
knocked it out of the park 
with that dif�  cult horse.”

With the v ic tor y, the 
Gamecocks   are now 5-2,   1-2 
SEC   on the year, and the � ve 
wins in the fall season   is a 
record   for South Carolina.   
However, Major   said that the 
team can’t be content with 
the success, especially with 
South Dakota State   looming 
on the horizon.

“The one thing we can’t 
do is say, ‘OK, we had a great 
season; we’re done,’” Major   
said.    

South Carol ina fel l at No. 20 
Kentuck y   and at Georg ia th is 
weekend,   and did so without its 
team leader in kills.

For both matches this weekend, 
outside hitter Juliette Thévenin   was 
forced to watch her team do battle 
as she sat courtside.   Setter Kellie 
McNeil   also missed both games due 
to a lingering foot problem, and 
middle back Jacqy Angermiller   was 
forced to miss the match against 
Georgia because of an illness.

“Wel l we were missing three 
star ters,  so it  wasn’t  ou r best 
product on the f loor,” head coach 
Scott Swanson   said. “We had to 
put people in positions they don’t 
normally play and t ry dif ferent 
lineups that we did not have time to 
practice.”

The Gamecocks (12-13, 3-9 SEC)   
dropped a three-set match against 
Kentucky (18-6, 10-3 SEC),   losing 
to the scores of 25-17, 25-15 and 
25-19.  

Kentucky got off to a quick start 
in the � rst set, capitalizing off three 
k il ls by freshman outside hit ter 
Anni Thomasson,   who was named 
SEC Offensive Player of the Week,   
to force a 4-0 lead.   The Gamecocks 
were able to muster a couple two-
point runs by way of four Wildcat 
attack errors,   cutting the lead to 
a 6-4 mark.   Scoring seemingly at 
will, Kentucky pushed the margin 
to an 18-10 advantage   by using six 
dif ferent players to record k i l ls 
through a 12-7 rally.   A � nal kill by 
senior right side Whitney Billings   
would give Kentucky the set win.

The Wildcats set the pace early 
in each of the f inal two sets, as 
they took a 3-0 lead in each set.   
Kentucky shot a match-low .159 in 
the second set,   but bounced back 
to shoot .394 to get the win over 
the Gamecocks.   South Carolina 
was able to benef it of f mult iple 
attack errors by Kentucky in the 
second set,   although they were 
unable to break the Wi ldcats’ 
unstoppable momentum. Kentucky 
would maintain a comfortable lead 
throughout the set, and ultimately 
took the win 25-15.  

South Carolina would fall victim 
to three three-point bursts by the 
Wildcats during the � rst 15 points 
of the third set.   The Gamecocks 
would not be able to recover, as they 
would suffer their closest loss of the 
match, a 25-19 defeat at the hands of 
the Wildcats.  

The Gamecocks failed to salvage 
this weekend as they fell to Georgia 
3-0 to the scores of 25-16, 25-11 
and 25-19.   The loss to the Bulldogs 
(18-8, 8-6 SEC)   dropped South 
Carolina’s win percentage under 
.500 for the � rst time this season.  

Coming out strong in the f irst 
set, South Carolina went point-for-
point with Georgia and eventually 
took a 10-6 lead behind a pair of 
Sarah Blomgren kills.   The deficit 
forced Georgia to take its f i rst 
timeout of the match.   The Bulldogs 
would respond by taking the next 
f ive points,   and eleven out of the 
next 14 points to gain a 17-13 lead.   
Scoring only three more points 
in the set, the Gamecocks would 
surrender the � rst set 25-16.  

South Carolina would not see 
a lead in its favor until the third 
set,   as they dropped the second set 
25-11.   The third set would prove to 
be more competitive early on for 
the Gamecocks, but a couple of long 
rallies put South Carolina in a 20-12 
hole.   The Gamecocks attempted a 
late comeback, scoring four straight 
points   capped by a Gabrielle Rubeis 
service ace,   but would fall short 
25-19.  

“We did the best we could with 
what we had,” Swanson   said. “But 
it wasn’t enough for who we were 
playing against, that’s for sure.”

The Gamecocks will travel to No. 
4 Florida   Wednesday   to face the 
Gators. The match is set for 6 p.m.,   
and will be nationally televised on 
ESPNU.    

The �  rst 12 minutes of Friday’s 
SEC Tou rnament  sem i f i na l 
couldn’t have gone much worse for 
the South Carolina women’s soccer 
team. With Texas A&M staked to 
a two goal advantage,   it would have 
been very easy for the Gamecocks 
to begin mentally packing their 
bags for the trip home.  

But Raina Johnson’s   team-
leading ninth goal of the season   
cut the de� cit in half in the 25th 
minute,   putting South Carolina 
right back in the game. From there, 
a physical stalemate ensued. The 
second-seeded Aggies’ persistent 
attack kept the Gamecocks off the 
ball, and Texas A&M ousted South 
Carolina 2-1.  

“I think they caught us in that 
f irst few minutes,” head coach 
Shelley Smith   said. “We didn’t do 
a good job to drop when we needed 
to and keep them in front of us. 
They made us pay for some things 
that we are better than.”

The Aggies wasted no t ime 
putt ing the pressure on with a 

counter-attack    in the � fth minute. 
After Sabrina D’Angelo   made a 
diving, � ngertip save on the initial 
chance, Aggies striker Liz Keester   
was able to net the rebound to give 
Texas A&M the early lead.  

Keester   netted her second goal 
of the match in the 12th minute 
after receiving a pass in the middle 
of the box from eight yards out.  

“Af ter you score one, those 
next � ve minutes are crucial and 
unfortunately we let them get 
another one r ight af ter that,” 
redshirt   junior defender Taylor 
Leach   said of the two early goals. 

O n c e  t h e  G a m e c o c k s 
pulled within one, they pushed 
relentlessly for the equalizer that 
never came.   Meanwhile, Texas 
A&M pushed equally as hard to 
restore its two-goal lead. The 
teams’ combined efforts led to 
added physicality in a match that 
produced 24 combined fouls.   

“We never give up on each other 
and you could see that even on 
the � eld,” Leach   said. “It’s hard to 
play the rest of the game knowing 
you’re down two especially with 
the caliber of a Texas A&M team, 
but we just never gave up.”

South Carolina was outshot 16-9 
by the Aggies in the match,   which 
included an 8-3 disadvantage in 

shots on goal.  
T h e  G a m e c o c k s ,  w h o s e 

offensive success has been fueled 
by set pieces, were only able to line 
up four corner kicks for the game.   
Johnson   attributed the lack of set 
pieces to the Texas A&M defense. 

“I think it was just that A&M 
is a really good team and they 
defended us real ly wel l ,” the 
sophomore midf ielder   said. “I 
think they knew that those [set 
pieces] are our strengths, so I know 
that they did their best to try and 
stop us from getting as many of 
those as we usually get.”

Texas A&M went on to defeat 
F lor ida 2-1 on Sunday af ter 
trailing by a goal at halftime to 
capture its � rst SEC Tournament 
title.  

South Carolina will open NCAA 
Tournament play at 7 p.m. Friday 
at Stone Stadium in the � rst round 
against Furman.  The Gamecocks 
are the No. 3 seed, mark ing 
just the second time in program 
history that the team has earned 
a national seed.   Johnson   noted the 
team couldn’t let the dif� cult SEC 
Tournament loss linger. 

“It’s t ime to move forward,” 
Johnson   said. “We just need to get 
better and learn from it.”   
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Despite loss, team 
will begin NCAA 

tournament at home 
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Raina Johnson (4) knocked in her team-leading ninth goal of the season in the loss to Texas A&M in the SEC tournament.

Gamecocks fall to A&M

South Carolina drops 
below .500 for Þ rst time

Volleyball 
loses without 
top player
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Sophomore Samantha Smith has already matched her regular season win total from last year.

Equestrian pulls off upset on road
Gamecocks get 

program-best � fth win 
against Auburn


