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UN-FOUR-GETTABLE

Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Gamecock brand
takes center stage

Martin’s dream
propels historic run

Local talent paves
road to Phoenix

Adam Orfinger

Adam Orfinger

Carson Mason

@AORFINGER

@AORFINGER

@CARSONANNMASON

They say a person’s true self comes out in the
toughest moments. That can also be applicable to
a basketball team.
With a trip to the Final Four on the line,
the South Carolina Gamecocks showed their
true colors, locking down the Florida Gators
on defense, stripping the ball away and wanting

Just like he’s always dreamed, Frank Martin
cut down the net at Madison Square Garden
Sunday with Frank Sinatra booming through the
arena. Five years after coming to South Carolina,
Martin and the Gamecocks have climbed the
mountain, reaching the Final Four for the fi rst
time ever.

South Carolina natives Sindarius Thornwell,
PJ Dozier and Justin McK ie grew up with
Gamecock men’s basketball.
They’ve watched the team through its highs
and lows, staying with it from Darrin Horn’s
10-win season in 2011 to Frank Martin’s hiring
in 2012.
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“I never said
repeal and replace
Obamacare —
you’ve all heard
my speeches — I
never said repeal
it and replace it
within 64 days. I
have a long time.”
Courtesy of Tribune News Service

— President Trump after House Republicans pulled the American Health Care Act on Friday

“No need to
fight to get
me out. Walk
along Tverskaya
[Moscow street].
Our topic of
the day is the
fight against
corruption.”
—New York Times partial
translation of a tweet by
Russian opposition leader
Alexei Navalny following his
Sunday arrest in the midst of
protests in central Moscow

Sarah Stone / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

“It’s all
these guys.”

— Frank Martin

S.C. House bond bill’s top Bond bill to cover law
earners - Mar. 23 draft
school renovations;
Higher Ed

1. SC Technical College System $87 million
2. University of South Carolina System $52.4 million
3. Medical University of South Carolina $25 million
4. Clemson University $25 million
5. College of Charleston $12 million

Non-Higher Ed
1. Department of Administration $80 million
2. Department of Education $30 million
3. Department of Commerce $25 million
4. Department of Transportation $16.2 million
5. Office of Adjutant General $15 million
Source: S.C. House Ways and Means Committee
Office of Student Financial Aid and Scholarships
University of South Carolina

Free Application for
Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) 2017-18
The 2017-2018 Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is now
available at www.fafsa.gov. To be
considered for the best aid package,
complete the FAFSA and turn in all
required documents by April 1, 2017.

(803) 777-8134
uscfaid@sc.edu
www.sc.edu/ﬁnancialaid
@USCfaid
USCFinaid

med school left out
Mike Woodel
@GETHISDOGONETOO

Sout h Ca rol i n ia ns
received a glimpse
Thursday of a tentative
General A ssembly
bond bill, t he state’s
fi rst in 16 years.
Detailed at a meeting
of the S.C. House Ways
and Means Committee,
the draft would
allocate approximately
$500 million to state
a g e n c ie s , i n c l u d i n g
$251 million to state
colleges and technical
schools. The St ate
reported Thursday that
state agency requests
considered for the bill
totaled more than $2
billion.
USC is slated to
r e c e i v e $25 m i l l io n
under the bill’s current
draf t, but a $50
million appropriation
requested in November
was notably absent.
The November
request subm it ted
by t he USC Budget
Of f ice out lined a
pair of potential onet i me appropr iat ion s
totaling $71.5 million.
The f irst, wort h $50
million, was intended
to f und relocation of
t he USC School of
Med ici ne f rom it s
c u r rent lo c at ion on

G a r ners Fer r y Road
to the expanding Bull
St reet development .
Hopes for that
priority’s approval were
dashed Ma r. 7 when
state Rep. Brian White
(R-Anderson) declared
that the forthcoming
bond bi l l wou ld pay
for due maintenance
at st ate colleges a nd
universities but no new
construction.
T h e
s e c o n d
appropriat ion, wort h
a total of $25 million,
i s i nt e nde d t o f u nd
renovation of the USC
School of Law building
on Main Street.
Opened in 1972, t he
building will become
vaca nt when USC
Law moves to its new
Gervais Street location
t h is fall. Thu rsday ’s
draf t approved of
f u nd i ng t he project ,
which received an
initial appropriation of
$3.5 million in f iscal
year 2015-16.
The November
budget request put forth
by USC mentioned that
conversion of the old
law building’s vacant
spaces to instructional
science laborator y
space is planned.
U n i v e r s i t y
s p ok e s m a n We s
Hick man did not

respond to a request for
comment.
T h u r s d a y ’ s
d r a f t a l s o a l lo c at e s
significant funding for
maintenance at USC’s
satel l ite c a mpu se s:
$ 8 m i l l ion for USC
Beaufort’s Science and
Technolog y building,
$8 million for the Smith
S c ie nc e Bu i ld i n g at
USC Upstate and $3.5
million for the Penland
Administration
Building at USC
Aiken. A further $7.94
million is allocated for
d i s t r ib u t io n a m o n g
US C ’s Pa l me t t o
College campuses in
L a n c a s t e r, S u m t e r,
Allendale and Union.
From t he bill,
t h e 16 - s c h o o l S .C .
Te c h n i c a l C o l l e g e
System stands to
r e c e i ve $ 87 m i l l ion
for what the proposal
describes as “crit ical
maintenance and
capital needs.” Other
la rge appropr iat ions
for state schools
include $25 million to
Clemson University for
renovations at a pair of
1960s-built academic
b u i ld i n g s a n d $ 25
m i l l ion for “c r it ic a l
capital maintenance” at
the Medical University
of South Carolina.

@thegamecock
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CONGRATULATIONS

GAMECOCKS
ON A
GREAT
SEASON!
TEAMWORK
MAKES THE
DREAM WORK!

BE PART OF
FOUNDERS FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION’S WINNING TEAM!
FOLLOW US: @FOUNDERSFCU

Federally insured by NCUA.

foundersfcu.com • 1-800-845-1614

STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF OF USC, YOU CAN JOIN!
Visit RelaxJoinFounders.com or one of our Columbia offices today to complete the application
process and see what Founders membership can do for you!
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NEW PROSPECTS ONLY
LIMITED-TIME OFFER

DON’T BE AN

TAKE A TOUR AT

PALMETTO COMPRESS
from 3/20-3/31 and receive a Village Idiot gift card
for a complimentary large pizza!

The Best of Carolina Just Got Better!
Exposed brick/wood beam
ceilings

Resident TV lounge with games
State-of-the-art ﬁtness center

Sun and fun at the pool deck
Patio & private balconies
available

1-, 2-, & 3-BR Apartments Available for Fall 2017

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!
803.667.3705 | leasing@palmettocompress.com
PALMETTOCOMPRESS.COM
The Apartments at Palmetto Compress
612 Devine St., Columbia, SC 29201
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Review: Go Go (watch the) Power Rangers
“Power Rangers”
Release Date: March 24
Director: Dean Isralite
Run Time: 2 hours, 4 minutes

B+

Shayla Nidever
@SHAYLA_NIDEVER

T he generat ion t hat g rew up
watching Power Rangers is going to
be pretty happy with this film reboot
of its beloved show. Expecting a
c h e e s y
(a nd s l i g ht l y

Director Dean Israelite took a
huge show that had many different
versions and concepts and picked
a few and expounded on them —
mak ing a f u n ny mov ie t hat was
worth a watch.
For the true Power Rangers fans
out there, there are a few things that
differ from the original series —
some for the better and others not
so much. The power ranger armor
in the movie is pretty sick. In the
old Power R a n g er s ,
t he c o s t u me s wer e
of t e n re a l l y bu l k y
a nd not cco
o ol. T he
girls also always wore
somet hing feminine
(a sk i r t or rea l ly
tight armor) but
in the movie, the
f ive rangers are
almost identical
b e s i d e s c o l o r.
The humor and
language are
m o r e m at u r e ,
with a few
i n appropr iate

Courtesy of Lionsgate Publicity

c r i n g e wo r t h y) t wo - ho u r
movie about colorful rangers who
jump around and karate chop bad
guys, I was happily disappointed.

joke s t hat probably went over
the heads of those under the age
of 13. This, however, appealed to
older audience members and added
a lot of character development.
T he g a n g of r a n g e r s w a s a l s o

filled with troublemakers,
the rangers. The “bad guy”
ublemakers,
t h ree of whom
archetype, w
who happens to
m f irst met
i n det ent ion at s c ho ol.
be a girl in this
case, is one
t
Unlike the originals,
of the chees
cheesiest parts of the
ginals,
the red ranger, Jason
movie.
mov Rita Repulsa,
— played by Dacre
played
play by Elizabeth
Montgomery —
Ba n k s, get s t he
was the biggestt
best makeup in
t r o u b l e m a k e r,
t he
h mov ie. She
but redeems
starts
off the fi lm
st
h i m s el f b y t he
as a corpse being
end of the movie
pu l le d f rom t he
vie
when he saves the
ocean
and, as she
he
oc
world a nd get s
(literally)
eats gold,
(lite
she gets more and
h i s ac t toget her.
mor
The concept of
mo e b e aut i f u l ,
though
it’s a very
the togetherness
to
ss of
th
h a r sh a nd sc a r y
the team
is far more
te
beauty
by the end.
preva lent heree t ha n
bea
She plays the crazy,
in the old versions,
ions,
evil character
extremely
which adds a lot
ot to
char
wel l, a nd was sca r y
t he plot
as t hey
p
ey
Courtesy of Lionsgate Publicity throughout the whole
become
becom friends.
fi lm.
The character
Overall, the movie was defi nitely
development
was t he best pa r t.
devel
Some of it was cliche, but a lot of it worth watching. Expecting a cheesy,
was actually
pretty good and made h a l f-put-toget her mov ie, I wa s
ac
the au
audience connect and identify delighted to fi nd myself on the edge
with the
characters as the movie of my seat, rooting for the main
t
characters and cr ying with them
progressed.
progre
The character that everyone falls (yeah, crying). The special effects
in lov
love with instantly is the blue were insane and the plot was pretty
ranger,
range Billy, played by RJ Cyler. solid.
The best part of the movie, hands
W it h i n t he f i r st few scene s of
meeting
Jason, Billy implies that down, is toward the end when it’s
meeti
he is on
o the autism spectrum. This reaching its climax and you see the
adds to his character throughout the rangers in their giant machinery,
movie,
movie although his lines are often charging into battle and then the
made humorous because of it, which “Power Rangers” theme plays. It
problematized
the movie’s attempt only lasts a few seconds, but it makes
proble
at positive
representation of autism. the fi lm worth watching.
posi
At the end of the movie, if you
Each of the rangers gets their own
back story.
This did take up a lot of stay after the credits, there is an
s
time, but unlike backstories from extra scene. The teacher overseeing
a lot of
o other action movies, these detention is calling a name and the
were iinteresting and played directly camera pans to an empty desk. The
name that is being called is Tommy
into the
th movie.
Even their mentor Zordon, played Ol iver. I s t h is t he si x t h power
by Bryan
Bry Cranston, gets a backstory ranger? Let’s hope so. The fight isn’t
of sorts.
sort Although he was not a very over for this team of outsiders. And
likable character throughout the next time they face evil, there will
movie, his character is redeemed be another one joining them.
when he makes a huge sacrifice for

‘Death Note’ the perfect gateway anime

Comic Shop Spotlight #2:
Scratch N’ Spin
William Outlaw
@JW_OUTLAW

Courtesy of Viz Media

Darby Hallman
@DARBYHALLMAN1

Net f li x a n nou nced a
l ive-act ion f il m version
of the popular anime and
manga series Death Note
set to premiere in August.
From the trailer, it seems
that Netf lix will be doing
a rem i x on t he sou rce
material, tak ing place in
America rather than Japan
and with characters that
look ver y dif ferent t han
t hei r or ig i na l ver sion s.
While I’m sure you won’t
need to have seen the anime
to enjoy the Netfl ix movie,
I highly suggest that you
watch it any way, whether
you love anime or hate it.
I got the idea to write this
from an article by Alanah
Pearce at IGN who shares
the same belief as me that
ever yone should go back
and watch the anime before
t he mov ie comes out.
However, hearing this from
me might bring something
slight ly dif ferent to t he
table because of one fact: I
don’t really like anime.
Growing up I have always
h a d m a n y f r ie n d s w h o
watched anime religiously,
constant ly mov ing f rom

one series to another but it
has never clicked with me,
and it wasn’t from lack of
trying. I have forced myself
to watch numerous shows
and while I have tried my
best to like t hem, I just
can’t get over the annoying
t r o p e s , b o m b a s t ic a r tst yles, inconsistent tones
and t he general form of
storytelling that so many
of them use.
However, Deat h Note is
d if ferent , a nd when I
w at c he d it m a n y y e a r s
ago and when I recent ly
sat dow n to re-watch
it, it got me hooked in a
way t hat few shows ever
have. Death Note is about
a h igh school prod ig y
named Light who comes
across a strange notebook
that says if someone writes
down someone’s name in
the book, that person will
die. Light soon learns that
t he book is no joke, and
after an admittedly rushed
period of shock, he begins
to use this ability to play
god, killing criminals who
he believes society will be
better without.
The central pillar of the
show is the cat and mouse
game between Light and a

mysterious and extremely
t a le nt e d det e c t i ve w ho
simply goes by “L.” A nd
what a r ide it is. Deat h
Note ha s some of t he
most intriguing character
development I’ve ever seen
i n a ny show a nd as you
watch you are likely to go
back a nd for t h bet ween
sides of hard moral issues.
By the end it is very possible
for you a nd a f r iend to
have completely different
interpretat ions and
allegiances when it comes
to the battle between Light
and L’s opposing ideas of
morality.
D e at h Not e i s not t he
only anime I’ve seen that
raises thought-provoking
questions with its stories
but it is one of, if not the
only one I have seen, that
doe s so w it hout f a l l i ng
into the tropes and cliches
t h at d r i ve me c r a z y i n
anime. With the potential
exception of Misa, Death
Note steers clear of t he
spont a neou s bout s of
cutesy fluff or goofy antics
t hat plag ue ot her anime
t it les, a nd it is act ua l ly
k i nd of eas y to forget
SEENOTEPAGE6

Location: 513 12th St. (West
Columbia)
Owner: Eric Woodard
Deals: 10 percent off every
comics purchase, subscription
s er v ic e t h at of f er s big g er
discounts for subscriptions to six
or more titles, permanent sales
on CDs
Last time in our Comic Shop
Spotlight series, we focused
on the oldest comic shop in
Columbia, Silver City Comics.
I n cont rast , for t h is ent r y
we’ll travel farther into West
Columbia to a more recent and
different kind of comic book
store.
Scratch N’ Spin, true to its
name, started as a DJ specialty
store in 2003 before expanding
to include movies and vintage
video games. In 2010, after Acme
Comics went out of business,
store ow ner Eric Woodard
decided to buy most of their
stock. Initially mainly consisting
of back issues, Scratch N’ Spin
became an all-in-one media
shop. Subsequently, Woodard
created a Diamond account (a
comics distributor) and started
carrying new monthly series.
Entering the store, it’s hard
not to be paralyzed with how

muc h i s c ont a i ned w it h i n
the walls of Scratch N’ Spin.
Action figures are hung on any
available space on the walls,
multiple comic shelves with new
issues are to the right, DVDs
and vintage video games line
the opposite wall and the back
half of the shop is exclusively
CDs and vinyls of all ages. It is
a multi-media paradise in every
direction.
Every time I have been to
Scratch N’ Spin, Woodard has
been genuine and eager to help.
The day I came to interview
him about his ex periences,
however, the store happened to
be particularly busy. Thankfully
he pointed me to Allen Mauldin,
the comics manager for Scratch
N’ Spin. Mauldin was k ind
enough to share a little about his
experiences running the comic
section of the store.
“It’s always an ever-changing
game,” Mauldin said. “It kind of
keeps you on your toes because
you always have to be aware of
what is selling and what isn’t so
that you can keep up with the
business.”
He also noted the unfortunate
“polarized comics community”
that has emerged as a result
SEESCRATCHPAGE6
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SCRATCHPAGE5
of com ic s becom i ng
increasingly political in
just the last few years.
While some fans have
c le a rl y e nj o y e d t he
socially relevant stories
that have emerged, some
are left still trying to
find an escape from real
world madness.
“ T h e r e ’s b e e n a
sh if t in what [com ic
publishers/creators] are
trying to do as opposed
to what people want,” he
said. “It seems like a lot
of time they’re focused
on social issues and,
while that’s good, they
tend to overtake t he
book instead of letting
the character develop.”
With such a variety
of products available,
Mauldin pointed out
that he notices many
customers who come
in methodically for the
same items every time.
As many would guess,

We d n e s d a y, w h i c h
is k now n as “ New
Comic Book Day” to
fans, always yields the
comic book regulars,
while other days in the
week are slower for that
section.
Scratch N’ Spin
has dug out it s ver y
ow n cor ner i nto t he
comic book market in
Columbia. A wide array
of entertainment options
are available at the shop,
so head on over even if
you are not looking for
comics in part icular.
W hether look ing for
an ant ique record or
picking up your monthly
subscription, you are
bound to meet many
different people.
Join us next time as
we spot light anot her
comic shop in Columbia,
and be sure to check
out Scratch N’ Spin’s
Facebook.

NOTEPAGE5
you’re even watching
an anime. Sure, Light
and L’s long bangs and
the dark color palette
date it somewhat as a
product of early 2000s
emo, but it still holds
up a s a m at u re a nd
smart show t hat w ill
test your intelligence
but not so much so that
it becomes convoluted.
So if t he Net f li x
trailer interested you,
I suggest you go back
and watch the anime.
It’s available on Netfl ix,
there’s only one season
a nd it i s s o e a s y t o
binge straight through
it. (The other night I
got the “A re you still
watch i ng” message
for t he f i rst t i me i n
probably t wo years.)
T he new l ive ac t ion
movie will release on
Netfl ix on Aug. 25.

2016-17”

HEY, GRAPHIC
DESIGNERS.
Carolina Productions
NEEDS YOU TO DESIGN
AN EVENT POSTER.
2017
R
E
N
I
L
HEAD
T
E
E
R
T
TH
S
E
N
E
GRE CH30PM
MAR @6:00

FREE

TO STUDENTS, FACULTY & STAFF
WITH A VALID CAROLINA CARD !

FIND OUT MORE DETAILS
ON OUR WEBSITE

www.cp.sc.edu
DEADLINE APRIL 1ST

PRIZES
› your design will promote
comedian nathan fielder.
› two free tickets to any music
farm show.
› something nice for your
portfolio / resume. ; )
@usccp

/usccp

@usccp

Carolina Productions

Carolina Productions

For more information or assistance, visit cp.sc.edu or call (803) 777-3950. This
event is subject to change. Paid for by campus activity fees.

For more information or assistance, visit cp.sc.edu or call (803) 777-3950. Paid
for by campus activity fees.
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Springfest:
Cassadee Pope
comes to USC
Caitlin Burnham
@CAITYBURNHAM

To celebrate the beginning
of spring, Carolina Productions
has organized their second
annual SpringFest. On March
30, Greene Street will be filled
wit h a variet y of act ivit ies
and performers. The event
will start at noon with games
and activities including photo
booths, inf latables and even
puppies to play with. Carolina
Productions is also bringing in
Cassadee Pope to headline the

event. Pope was the lead singer
for t he band Hey Monday
before going solo and winning
the third season of The Voice.
Opening for Pope will be the
winner of USC’s Battle of the
Bands, Ropeswing Marathon.
Ropesw i ng Marat hon w ill
play at 5:30 p.m., followed
by Ca s sadee Pope, whose
performance will be the finale
for the event. Students and
faculty can get in free to all
of SpringFest’s events with a
CarolinaCard.

Courtesy of Big Machine Label Group

Apply today.

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Summer 2017, Fall 2017
Apply to lead the university's
award-winning student news
organization, The Daily
Gamecock, during the Summer
2017 and/or Fall 2017 term.

STATION MANAGER
Academic Year 2017-2018
Apply to lead the university's
student-run radio station news
organization, WUSC-FM, for the
2017-2018 academic year.

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Academic Year 2017-2018
Apply to lead the university's
award-winning quarterly
magazine, Garnet & Black, for the
2017-2018 academic year.

Applications due April 7 at 4 p.m. in Russell House 112

The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution.

Apply online at:
www.sa.sc.edu/studentmedia
www.dailygamecock.com

8

Monday, March 27, 2017

Vaping is
a public
nuisance
Thalia
Hobson
Third-year marine
science and
economics student

American Health Care Act
sunk under friendly fire
case that he was using the
show as a whip to crack over
Ryan’s head.
I f e ver yone t r y i ng to
point
the finger is honest,
Third-year
there’s plenty of blame to
psychology student go around on the failure of
the ACHA. The Democrats
d id n’t rea l ly need to do
T h i s w e e k e n d , a n y t h i n g t o c ap s i z e it ,
Democrats and 56 percent but t he Freedom Caucus
of t he A mer ic a n people certainly was responsible
won a huge victory with the for sapping the bill of the
withdrawal of the American votes to pass. But you can
Hea lt h Ca re A c t , a bi l l really only place a technical
wh ic h wou ld u lt i m ately sort of blame on them —
have left 24 million people y e s , t h e y d id w it h h o ld
high and dry. Since then, their votes and
everyone involved with the cause the bill to
bill has been scrambling be pu l led, but
t o bl a me e ver y o ne el s e they had stated
i nvolved. W ho su n k t he concer n s , a nd
bill? Depending on who you it ’s t he job of
ask, the answer might be representatives
Paul Ryan, Democrats, the not to vote for
Freedom Caucus or, if you c o n c e r n i n g
ask Donald Trump, all of bills. So while
they were
the above.
He hasn’t officially issued responsible for
a st atement (or a t weet) the mechanical
about Paul Ryan, but many ac t of t he bi l l
p e o ple h a v e s p e c u l at e d failing, it’s not
that his t weet calling for really fair to call
his followers to watch Judge it “their fault.”
The t r ut h is
Jeanine’s show before she
went on air and called for that it was a stupid bill —
Ryan’s resig nat ion was a conservatives and liberals
characteristically unsubtle a l i k e a g r e e d o n t h a t .
w a y o f t h r o w i n g t h e W het her or not I ag ree
Speaker of the House under with their reasoning on why
the bus. The White House the bill is stupid, I’m glad
has categorically denied it, the Freedom Caucus didn’t
saying that Judge Jeanine is decide to toe the party line
just his friend and he wanted and pretend it wasn’t.
For that, some fault has to
to do her a sol id. T hen
aga i n, t heir f r iendl i ness rest with Paul Ryan, who, if
could help explain how he he didn’t actually write the
would have known Jeanine’s ACHA, did have his name
program’s content, in the al l over it. Some people

Linden
Atelsek

even called it “Ryancare”
in a half-hearted attempt
t o i m i t a t e t h e h i t- j o b
Republicans did on the ACA
by calling it “Obamacare.”
It was a $600 billion tax
cut for the top one percent
un-cunningly disguised as
a healt h care bill, which
promised to pull t he rug
out from under millions of
people. It viciously slashed
Medicare’s budget, despite
Republ ica ns’ compla i nt s
a b o u t O b a m a’s a t t a c k s
on Med icare. It was not
bipar t isa n, alt hough t he
G O P
h a d
been smea r i ng
Obamacare
for not hav i ng
Republican
support since its
birt h. It would
defund Planned
Parent hood,
which is a major
provider of
cont r acept ive s
a n d w o m e n’s
health services,
t h e r e f o r e
p r o b a b l y
increasing
unplanned
pregnancies. And anyway, it
wasn’t fi scally conservative
enough for t he f iscal
conservatives.
Long stor y short,
t here was somet h ing for
ever ybody to hate in t he
bi l l, a nd a n ice hea lt hy
dose of hypocrisy running
through its bloodstream.
None of this is to mention
that if Republicans think
Obamacare was ram med
dow n t heir t hroat — t he

“The truth is
that it was a
stupid bill —
conservatives
and liberals
alike agreed on
that.”

bill was not unveiled until
July of 2009 and it didn’t
pa ss i n t he Hou se u nt i l
Nov. 20 09 — t he t h reeweek window between the
ACHA’s introduction and
its tragic end must have left
some heads spinning.
It was a rushed, shambling
mess of a bill. Everyone kind
of expected better, since
“repeal and replace” has
practically become a GOP
rallying cry and they’ve had
seven years to come up with
something better — seven
y e a r s i n w h ic h t he y ’v e
apparently been twiddling
their thumbs, complaining
incessantly and doing not
much else.
A nd now it seems their
efforts are ending, for the
time being. The Obamacare
repeal train has ground to a
halt on the tracks.
So who sunk the bill?
If you ask me, a winning
c o m b i n a t i o n o f a l a z y,
disinterested president, a
Republican part y t hat is
used to not gover n i ng
instead of just holding up
ever yone else’s at tempt s
to govern and a Speaker
of the House who is either
u n intelligent enough
to t h i n k t hat h is pla n
was desirable or soulless
enough not to care about
the millions of people who
depend on Obamacare to
keep them alive.
T he Democrat s d id n’t
even have to be the iceberg
for this bill — the ACHA’s
backers put enough holes
in it to leave t hemselves
drowning.

Meal plan dollars should roll over
Isabelle
Carroll
First-year public
relations student

The end of a semester at
USC means sleepless nights,
finals and people walking out
of Russell House with their
arms f ull of random food
items.
We’ve all seen it. The piles
of waters, chips and various
non-perishables that form on
the lower floor of the Russell
House dining area near the
end of every semester. Signs
that remind people their meal

plan dollars expire after finals,
and to use them up while they
can. Frantic students carrying
whatever their arms can hold
of food and drink products
they might not even like.
It’s natural for people to
want to use up all the money
they have put into a system.
We feel robbed and cheated
if it disappears without being
used. Hence t he semester
end rush to buy any and all
remaining products Russell
might have. But what if our
me a l pl a n dol l a r s d id n’t
disappear on a semesterly
basis?
It i s m ade c le a r w he n
purchasing a meal plan that
any meal plan dollars that

aren’t used will be voided
come the following semester.
We can’t say we aren’t given
fair warning. However, the
concept of t he u niversit y
keeping unused money seems
unfair in itself. W hy can’t
these meal plan dollars roll
over to the next semester like
Carolina Cash?
I don’t pretend to
understand how the dining
system works. I’m sure it’s
a tangled web of countless,
different, complex factors.
However, no matter how hard
it may be for the university
to make meal plan dollars
roll over, it is something that
shou ld be done. Keepi ng
students’ money after they

haven’t used it on anything
and not allowing t hem to
access that money the next
semester is unjust. And with
t he meal ser v ice cont ract
coming up for renewal this
year, there’s no better time
to create a more user-friendly
dining system.
I speak for t he girl
staggering under the weight
of three packs of water, for
the boy bringing home five
egg cartons full of oranges
and for t he parents when
they learn that $150 of the
$250 meal plan dollars they
gave their kid went unused.
Meal plan dollars need to roll
over, for the good of everyone
involved.

The large decline
i n smok i ng i n t he late
190 0 s is one of t he most
u nder appre c i at e d publ ic
he a lt h v ic t or ie s i n U. S .
histor y. W hile formerly a
near majority of American
adults smoked, now barely
one in five do. This is good
becau se it l itera l ly saves
lives of both smokers and
those around them exposed
to secondhand smoke. The
latter is particularly insidious
as even people who didn’t
make an unhealthy decision
still have to pay the price for
it.
However, this is undercut
by the rise in vaping in the
last decade. E - ciga ret tes
are marketed as a cleaner,
healthier way to smoke —
avoid i ng t he st ig ma t hat
rose around tobacco over the
last 50 years. There is some
truth to this, as they are safer
than conventional cigarettes.
But t hey’re st ill not safe.
Skydiving with a ripped-up
blanket over a densely packed
cit y is safer than doing it
without any sort of parachute,
but it’s still not a good health
decision nor one w it hout
societal dangers.
To start with, they still
contain nicotine and are still
addictive. So they’re still, at
best, an addictive and costly
waste of time that fills your
lungs with smoke. They also
aren’t presently regulated, so
you can’t know for sure just
what is inside of them. They
aren’t even the best option for
quitting smoking.
S o wh at s hou ld we do
about nicotine filled tubes
that emit annoying smoke
for bystanders to breathe?
T he s a me t h i n g we d id
wit h cigarettes. It should
be culturally unacceptable
to vape in public areas or
in media, as it encourages
u n hea lt hy, add ic t ive a nd
socially harmful behavior.
Addit ionally, e-cigarettes
should be subject to the same
regulations as conventional
tobacco products.
Furthermore, policies that
ban smoking in public places,
such as Tobacco Free USC,
should apply to vaping as well.
It’s really the only way to
finish stamping out tobacco
use for good, and f inally
resolving one of America’s
public health crises.
Lord k nows we’l l be
breathing enough chemicalfilled smoke into our lungs
after the EPA gets cut. No
need to add secondhand vape
to it as well.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not
exceed 300 words. Students
must include their full name,
major and year. Faculty and
staff must include their full
name, position and department.
Community members must
include their full name and
applicable job title. Verifiable
statements of fact must include
at least one source; if we cannot
verify a statement of fact, your
letter will not be published until
the writer implements necessary
changes or provides reputable
sources for any facts in question.
Letters are edited for clarity, style
and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225
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HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

4BR, 2 BA house for rent
4BR, 2BA hse for rent. full
kitchen, close to campus,
private, includes W/D. sec.
system and l/s included
with rent.

Kennel Tech
Looking for hardworking
dependable part time help.
Must be able to work some
weekdays, weekends, and
holidays. Apply in person with
resume.

Email hank@burrisslaw.com

EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
MAKE MONEY!
Top-rated sports camp needs
fun loving counselors to teach
all land, water & adventure
sports. Great summer in
Maine! Call (888) 844-8080;
apply at www.campcedar.com

Dog Daze 1241 Veterans Road
695.0091

OPPORTUNITIES
SAIL: PEDU150
(803) 317 9060

HOROSCOPES

PHD • JORGE CHAM

Aries
A new personal phase
d aw n s w it h t h i s new
moon in your sign. Take
charge. Find and develop
a passion. Grow you r
talents, capacities and
skills. Follow a dream.

Taurus

I n s i g h t s ,
breakt hroughs and
revelat ions percolate.
Pl a n f o r t he f ut u r e .
Discover somet h ing
about t he past. Begin
a ne w ph i lo soph ic a l,
spirit ual and m indf ul
phase.

Gemini

Begin a new
p h a s e i n f r ie nd s h ip ,
social net work s a nd
community. Take a group
endeavor to a new level.
Organize together.

Cancer

Complete old work and
begin a new phase in your
career and profession.
Accept new responsibility
a nd lau nch you r nex t
endeavor.

Leo

Sagittarius

Virgo

This A ries New
Moon sparks a family,
fun and passion phase.
A romantic relationship
transforms. It’s all for
love, you r g reatest
strength. Grow
together.

A l u c r at i v e p h a s e
daw ns. Find creat ive
ways to g row you r
f a m i l y ’s n e s t e g g .
Lau nch a prof it able
initiative together.

A new domestic phase
arises. Wrap your love
around home and family.
Create somet hing
wonderful together.

Libra

Aquarius

Open a new door
wit h your educat ion,
travels and exploration.
First-person experience
i s mo s t me mor able .
Study with a master.

Capricorn

Scorpio

Miracles and
bre a k t h rou gh s a r i s e
i n t he conver sat ion.
Adapt communications
to a new stor y. Invite
p a r t ic ip at ion . Sh a re
your passion, gratitude
and appreciation.

Embrace hea lt hy
l ifest yle pract ices.
V it a l it y f loods you r
work and healt h.
Recharge by nurturing
yourself before taking
care of others.

Brea k t h rough old
limitations and barriers
in your relationship with
money with this Aries
new moon. Step into
new levels of prosperity.

Adva nce a level i n
you r relat ionsh ip.
Pa r t nersh ip blooms.
Support each other to
new heights. Together,
you’re a powerful force.

Pisces

our

APP

for iPhone and Android
Church of Christ
Campus Ministry

@thegamecock

On-Campus Worship each
Sunday night at 7:00 in
Russell House 303.
You’re invited!
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For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

3/27/17

ACROSS
1 Ponzi scheme, e.g.
5 Impersonated
9 Your __ Highness
14 Drilled bowling
ball feature
15 Artist Magritte
16 Shah of Iran, in
·
17 Bahrain big shot
:ULWHU·VFKLHI
work (Latin)
6SKHUHRI
influence
22 Drinking glass
edges
23 Ambulance initials
24 Done deal
(French)
)DUPFRXQWU\
VN\OLQHKLJKOLJKWV
29 Nissan model
33 “Take me for a
walk!”
36 Expel from office
$PD]RQ·V
business
:LWK$FURVV
FDUVOLNH%0:V
and Audis ... or
DQG
63-Across
42 See 39-Across
5KHWW·VODVWZRUGV
45 Siamese, now
BBG\H
food-coloring
compound
/LYH LQ
/RYHURI(XULGLFH
in a Gluck opera
(QJOLVKLQPDQ\
non-English
speaking
countries (Italian)
:RUGZLWKKHDOWK
RUGD\
2ERLVW·VQHHG
62 Lagoon-enclosing
isle
63 Young sensation
(German)
67 Sinister
&RUWpVVXEMHFW
:ULQNOHDVDEURZ
6DQBB,WDO\
71 Suppose for
DUJXPHQW·VVDNH
0DQ\YDQ*RJKV
73 Killed, as a dragon

DOWN
+DUYHVWEXQGOH
2 Grammar class
VXEMHFW
3 Legal defense
mechanism?
$GYDQWDJHV
6KRUWVWRS·VDVVHW
6 Green soup
YHJJLH
7KRURXJKO\
absorb
-HDQVIDEULF
9 Dreaming phase
.LWFKHQZDUH
brand
11 Frightened
exclamation
8QLYHUVLW\IXQG
raising target
13 A smaller amount
of
19 Quartet assigned
to bases
21 Mai __
3OXPEHU·V
challenge
'UDFXOD·VWLWOH
$YLGDERXW
6NDWHU/LSLQVNL
31 Nabisco cracker
´:DLWWKHUH·V
more ... ”
0LOHVDZD\
7UDYHOHGE\ELNH

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

$EEH\WLWOHV
3ULQFHVV·
headpiece
2VFDUZLQQHU
-DQQLQJV
41 Roundabout, as
a route
2IIHQGVOLJKWO\
46 Entertainer who
often got tied up
in his work?
3DUWRI'2($EEU
51 Historic period
0DQ\WRSUDWHG79
shows of the late
·VHDUO\·V

*RUGRQBB´:DOO
Street” antagonist
-DPHV-R\FHZRUN
:HDWKHULQSRHPV
57 Permit
7LWIRUWDWHJ
59 “The Godfather”
QRYHOLVW0DULR
7HHQ\FRORQL]HUV
64 Agnus __
65 Zip, in soccer
:LQR·VZRH
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South Carolina students storm the fountain at Thomas Cooper Library to celebrate the Gamecocks’ Final Four berth.
COLAPAGE12
all-time leading scorer BJ McKie,
senior Justin McKie gets a chance to
do something his father never did on
the national stage.
“It means a lot to me. I remember
watch i ng G a meco ck ba sketba l l
when I was a kid. Crying on losses,
celebrating like I was on the team
on w ins. To be a par t of t h is is
unbelievable. It’s incredible,” McKie
said.
The senior Columbia native played
basketball at Irmo High and led his
team to t he State Championship
at Colon ial Life A rena i n 2013.
W hile he was in high school, the
GRANDPAGE12
“ We j u s t h a v e b e e n i n t h a t
sit uat ion, like you said, so many
times, when we played Florida at
home, we was in that same situation
down seven at half. We played Duke,
we was down. Marquette we was
down,” Sindarius Thornwell said
after the win.
St o p s . T he G a me c o c k s h a v e
e le v at e d t he i r pl a y o n of f e n s e
throughout the NCAA Tournament,
but their true identity always comes
down to making stops. A nd when
the moment couldn’t be any bigger,
South Carolina forced two turnovers
in the fi nal minute, sealing the win
and extending the historic season.

CINDERELLAPAGE12
sister by herself, never making excuses
despite receiving no financial help from
Martin’s father, who ran out on them.
“Watch ing her cr y tears of joy
because of all her sacrif ices have
allowed me and my sister to move
forward in life — those are the tears
that are important to me,” Martin said.
“That’s extending her life.”
W hat Martin learned at a young
age has been ref lected in his team
during this Final Four run: toughness,
accountabilit y, trust. It’s no secret
the Gamecocks don’t have the most
talented players on the court every
game. But even against the loaded
rosters of Duke and Florida, South
Carolina had the best team.
“I wou ld say t he ma i n t h i ng
that Frank has taught us is to — or
throughout the season, is to put trust
into one another, to trust Frank, to
trust our teammates,” Maik Kotsar
said.
A nd where was t hat t r ust more
evident than Kotsar’s jumper to give
the Gamecocks a late four-point lead
against the Gators? Thornwell, the
SEC Player of the Year, drove the
length of the court before passing
it back to Kotsar, a freshman who
averaged three points over the last
three games, for a jumper.
“I knew Maik was ready to play when
the second possession of the game he
posted up and he called my name and
yelled my name, like, ‘Sin, give me the
ball,’” Thornwell said Sunday. “And
that’s when I knew Maik was ready to
play and he was locked in and he made
plays for us all night.
“He was prepared for the moment.”

2013 Gatorade South Carolina Boys’
Basketball Player of the Year said his
father used to walk him around the
USC locker room and teach him the
history of the team.
“I felt an emotional connection
to the guys who were playing after
him and before me. I always had
confidence in Gamecock basketball
just because I had been around it
my whole life. Now, to be a part
of somet hing like t his is t r uly a
blessing.”
M c K i e ’s f e l l o w C o l u m b i a
native Dozier has a similar family
connection to the Gamecocks. His
sister Asia, his father Perry and uncle
Terry all played for the school with

Terry Dozier going on to a career in
the NBA.
“I think it’s a different feeling.
Just being able to have seen that
program from where it was to the
downfall to when Frank (Martin)
came in, to see the progress each
year,” Dozier said. “It’s amazing ... I
had the utmost faith in coach Frank
and his coaching staff.”
D u r i n g t he f i n a l m i nut e s of
the Gamecocks’ Elite Eight game
against No. 4 Florida on Sunday,
Dozier bent down and slapped the
Madison Square Garden court with
both his hands. He said he made the
gesture because he believes the team
is fi nally being recognized as one of

college basketball’s elite.
“ We s ig ne d up t o b e i n t h i s
position. To be amongst the great
teams, as you all would call them. So
we know we have a team ourselves,”
Dozier said.
“That defensive play was just, it
was emot ion. We needed a stop,
I’m prett y sure all the guys were
just as excited as I was. We looked
over to the bench, the bench is up,
excited, getting the crowd pumped,
the crowd’s going crazy. So you just
dream about being in positions like
that on a stage like this.”

The Gamecocks trapped Devin
Robinson in t he corner w it h 40
seconds left, and Thornwell snatched
the ball away, setting up two free
throws for Chris Silva, where the
forward extended the lead to five.
After the teams traded buckets, PJ
Dozier st ripped a driv ing Chris
Chiozza and shot the ball up the
floor to Duane Notice, where Notice
hammered it home and put the fi nal
nail in the Gators’ coffi n.
Sout h Carol i na played it s
trademark tough defense all game
— e ve n F lor id a’s s e ve n t h r e e s
were contested, w it h maybe one
exception.
“It just felt good to have t hat
moment in f ront of my fam ily,”

Not ice said of t he game-sealing
s l a m . “ I h ad t o s t ic k it t o m y
teammates that I could still throw
it down.”
Notice didn’t just throw it down.
He brought the house down in New
York Cit y, energizing an already
crazed pro-Gamecock crowd that
gave South Carolina the edge down
the stretch.
“From being able to look into the
stands and see a bunch of empt y
seats, to not being able to see any
empt y seat s , to lo ok i ng i n t he
Garden and seeing a lot of garnet
and black,” Justin McKie said. “It’s
been a lot of good times and bad
times. This just kind of brings it
home for us that we stuck with it and

have done something amazing.”
Frank Martin has stressed it all
season. As he puts it, he could hear
cell phone conversations across the
court at Colonial Life Arena during
his f irst season in Columbia. At
Madison Square Garden Sunday, in
just his fi fth season, coaches had to
scream instructions to their players
all game long.
“I needed our fans to understand
that in a powerful moment, where
I know they were paying attention
b e c au s e of o u r t e a m’s s u c c e s s
and I wanted to make sure t hey
understood the way my staff, myself,
my family and obviously, the players
feel,” Martin said Sunday.

Wr it ten of f by e ver yone upon
reaching t he tournament — some
referred to South Carolina as the worst
seven-seed ever — the Gamecocks
haven’t felt t he pressure. No one
expected them to be here, but all they
can think is, “Why not us?”
And why not them? The Gamecocks
are t wo wins away from doing the
unthinkable, if they haven’t already.
“Why not? Why not us, why not go
win it all? And that’s our mindset. We
feel like we can compete with anybody
right now in the country,” Thornwell
said.
Th i n k back t wo week s a nd ask
yourself: “Why not them?”
It was an easy answer. The offense
was struggling, the bigs couldn’t stay on
the court, and they had no experience.
Now? Not so much.
The Gamecocks are playing as well
as anyone in the country, and it’s all
because of how they’ve bought into
Martin, who thanked his high school
coach for taking a chance on “a guy
that wasn’t worth a crap as a player”
among others for helping him into this
position.
“When we got our name in, ]Martin]
said we’ve been listening to him all
season and don’t stop now because
we got ou r na me on t he boa rd,”
Thornwell said. “So when he said that,
we all locked in and didn’t listen to
any outsiders, didn’t listen to anybody
else but coach. We trusted in him in
everything.”
Tr u s t i n g o n e a n o t h e r — a s
Thornwell trusted Kotsar late against
F lor ida — made Sout h Ca rol i na
dangerous. Trusting Martin, well,
that made South Carolina a Final Four
team.

TDG
@thegamecock

Church of Christ

Campus Ministry
On-Campus Worship each Sunday
night at 7:00 in Russell House 303.
You’re invited!
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You don’t need LUCK
to get a deal this GOOD!
Move your car
loan to AllSouth
and get...

2012 Harden Street
730 Elmwood Avenue
(803) 736-3110 • www.AllSouth.org
*Approval is based on credit worthiness; existing AllSouth auto loans are not eligible for this promotion; minimum loan amount of
$5,000; interest will continue to accrue during the 90 days with no payment; $100 will be deposited into your account when the
loan is established. Federally Insured by the NCUA.
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“To be up on that ladder cutting that net — a
life-long dream — and hear ‘New York, New York’
at a place that’s special to me, special to my family,
it’s pretty powerful,” Martin said.
Flash back five years, six months, or even two
weeks, and seeing Martin on that ladder was
treated like a fairytale.
“All we asked for was a chance to make it,”
Sindarius Thornwell said after the Sunday’s win.

“All we wanted was a bid in the tournament, to see
our name on the board.”
Stung by last year’s omission, the Gamecocks
were thrilled to be in the tournament in the first
place. But once they were in, they wanted more.
Now that they’re here, Martin and Co. took a
moment to look back.
Martin spoke Sunday about the lessons he
learned from his mother, who raised him and his
SEECINDERELLAPAGE11

Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Photos by Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Now, the guards have led their
beloved childhood team to the
Final Four for the first time in
program history.

“Signing and growing up in
Sout h Carolina, all we asked
for was a chance to make it,”
Thornwell said. “We didn’t ask
for — coach ain’t guaranteed us
anything, but to come here and

GRANDPAGE1

just work hard and give ourselves
a chance. All we wanted was to
make it.”
As the son of USC basketball’s

it more than their opponents. They weren’t
strangers to the moment, and even the bright
lights of Madison Square Garden couldn’t faze
them.

SEECOLAPAGE11
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