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Senior outklder Chelsea Hawkins said that she expects the team to win each of the four games this weekel

Gamecocks earn 71-
64 win at MSU, will
host Arkansas Sunday

David Roberts
SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The success of No. 6 South
CarolinaOs two towering centers
has been documented throughout
the season.

Centers Elem Ibiam and
Alaina Coates,who are second
and third on the team in scoring,
respectively,have been garnering
double and often times triple-
teams from defenders this season.

When finding themselves
under duress, Ibiamand Coates
have been able to rely on the
teamOs outside shooting to bail
them out.

Asia Dozier, who leads the
Gamecocks (21-2, 9-1 SEC) with
30 three-pointers, has been an
escape valve along with Tiffany
Mitchell for when the team has
seen bodies start to stack up in
the paint.

Ol think a lot of teams are
going to focus a lot on our post
players,0 Doziesaid after South
CarolinaOs 78-62 win against
Missouri, Obecause theyOve been
playing amazing.O

Mitchell has connected 26
times from three with only 47
attempts. She leads all players
who have attempted more than
one three-pointer in percentage
with a 55 percent mark.

She also owns 55 steals on
the season,which is far and
away the highest on the team.
The sophomore guardhas also
been able to dish the ball when
necessary, racking up 80 assists
good for the top spot on the team
in that category.

The Gamecocks picked up
another conference road on
the win Thursday night, as
Mississippi State took them down
to the wire. South Carolina was
able to sustain a steady lead down
the stretch, hitting their last bve
free throws in a rowto ensure the
Bulldogs couldnOt creep back in.
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Firing on all cylinders Oltgoes to show how balanced we
offensively and defensively, South are from an offensive standpoint.
Carolina will look to continue its But it also starts on the inside.
thrashing of the SEC conference Our post players are able to
when Arkansas (16-7, 3-7 SEC) establish our post game, and it
visits Colonial Life Arena. just Plters out to everybody else.O

OlIf you go back to the past South Carolina has had at least
couple years that weOve beenhree players score double-digit
here, weOve had maybe a doubleoints in four of their last five
digit scorer here or there,0 head games. B
coach Dawn Staleysaid of the ~ While South CarolinaOs defense
GamecocksO dominating offense. ARKANSAS ¥ 6

With the teamOs success inside, Mitchell has had many open Ioo?

Men nd
conference win
hard to come b

Danny Garrison
DGARRISON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

This season, the South Carolina menOs basketball
team has become all too familiar with potential
bounce-back scenarios after tough losses.

It will be no different when the Gamecocks (8-14,
1-8 SEC) travel to Tennessee Saturdato take on
the Volunteers,looking to rebound from a thwarted
comeback attempt in WednesdayOs loss to Auburn.
But despite South CarolinaOs tendency to come out
on the wrong side of winnable games, coach Frank
Martin continues to point to three key players.

Senior guard Brenton Williams and freshmen
Sindarius Thornwell and Duane Noticehave drawn
praise from their coach for leaving it all on the court
regardless of what the scoreboard says.

OIf | were to be negative about SindariuBuane
or even Brentfor that matter, then | donOt deserve
to coach basketball,O Martisaid.

Williams and Thornwell are the teamOs first
and second leading scorerggspectively, while
Notice has amassed the highest assist total of
any Gamecocks with 64 on the yealilliams
leapfrogged Thornwell for the title of No. 1 scorer
after turning in 29 points against the Tigers on
Wednesday.

In just his brst year with the program, Noticesaid
that the season has been a learning process for him
and his fellow freshmen. But with nine SEC games
under his belt, he feels heOs ready to help take the
reins of this South Carolina basketball team.

OThe coaches are doing a great job in practice
gd with Am with helping me see what | have to do
or'this team to win and how to run the offense and
how to play defense,O Noticeaid. OAnd IOm just
trying to be a leader.O

Notice and Thornwell were tasked with guarding
AuburnOslynamic duo of Chris Densonand K.T.
Harrell last time out, which resulted in a combined
50 points from the two. But things wonOt get any
easier on Saturdayvhen they arrive in Knoxuville,
Tenn.

The Volunteers have a prolike guard of their own
in Jordan McRae,who is currently averaging the
pfth-most points per game in the conferenceBut
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