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South Carolina will host four teams 
in three days during opener

Thornwell, Notice, Williams receive 
praise from coach Martin
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Bouncing around the bottom ß oor of the brand 
new softball stadium, laughing and chatting away, 
the women of South Carolina softball are full of 
new life and energy.

With the team coming off their best record 
since Beverly Smith   arrived as head coach and 
led the team to their f irst NCAA appearance 
since 2007,    many believe that the Gamecocks 
can get back to the status they once held under 
Joyce Compton.   In her 24 years as head coach,   
Compton   led 13 teams to NCAA tournament 
berths and two College World Series appearances.   
With so much returning talent on the team and 
an added layer of depth, things are looking up for 
the Gamecocks. That depth, however, will make 
it awfully difÞ cult to determine the last few slots 
in the lineup, a ÒproblemÓ that coach Smith   is 
pleased to have.

ÒIt is certainly a great problem to have,Ó Smith   
said. ÒWe talked about it several times in our 
coaches meetings. We are going to have a talented 
bench, so it is a peaceful feeling knowing that I 
can make changes in the lineup and not feel like I 
made any changes at all. And I think itÕs going to 
be a lot of fun to manage that.Ó

Play time for some underclassmen could also be 
pegged as an issue, and with so much talent, a lot 
of different of people should be seeing the Þ eld 
this year.

ÒYou know I think everyone will get a lot of 
playing time this year,Ó Chelsea Hawkins   said. 
ÒWe have a lot of depth, and if thereÕs maybe one 
person whoÕs in a slump or not having a good 
game, then we trust coach to make the right 
decision and pull someone off the bench and we 
trust that theyÕre going to do their job and step 
up.Ó

One underclassman who should be making 
some noise this season is freshman Kaylea Snaer.   
Making her way from Rowland Heights, Ca.,  
Snaer   has already been tabbed as the starting Þ rst 
baseman for the Gamecocks and will also serve as 
the cleanup hitter on offense. Over the past two 
years, she has received numerous honors for her 
play. Snaer   was named a MaxPreps second-team 

All-American in 2012,   and was a member of two 
consecutive national championship teams while 
playing travel ball with SoCal Athletics.   Snaer   
attributes her early success to the mentality she 
took coming into college.

ÒI guess I just came in with the mentality that 
I was going to be an impact player and I worked 
hard alongside my teammates to help make this 
team better,Ó Snaer   said. ÒWe always say that we 
are playing for something bigger than ourselves, 
and thatÕs what IÕve been doing.Ó

The weekend ahead for the Gamecocks has 
some very favorable matchups against the likes of 
Ohio,   Presbyterian   and UNC-Greensboro   and 

many expect them to take care of business with a 
sweep. Their inaugural game on Beckham Field,   
however, may prove to be their toughest challenge 
as they face an Iowa   team also coming off a 30-
win season   and on the cusp of a top-25 ranking. 

ÒWeÕre just so excited to actual ly face an 
opponent. Certainly we feel very conÞ dent. Our 
team is very prepared, and weÕre just excited to get 
out and show off our brand-new stadium and play 
against another team.Ó

Hawkins   was a little more succinct about her 
expectations for this weekend.

ÒI expect four wins,Ó Hawkins   said. ÒNothing less.Ó   

Softball set to start 2014 season at home
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Senior outÞ elder Chelsea Hawkins said that she expects the team to win each of the four games this weekend.
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Women not slowing down
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With the teamÕs success inside, Mitchell has had many open looks.

This season, the South Carolina menÕs basketball 
team has become all too familiar with potential 
bounce-back scenarios after tough losses. 

It will be no different when the Gamecocks (8-14, 
1-8 SEC)   travel to Tennessee Saturday   to take on 
the Volunteers,   looking to rebound from a thwarted 
comeback attempt in WednesdayÕs loss to Auburn.   
But despite South CarolinaÕs tendency to come out 
on the wrong side of winnable games, coach Frank 
Martin   continues to point to three key players. 

Senior guard Brenton Williams   and freshmen 
Sindarius Thornwell   and Duane Notice   have drawn 
praise from their coach for leaving it all on the court 
regardless of what the scoreboard says.

ÒIf I were to be negative about Sindarius,   Duane   
or even Brent   for that matter, then I donÕt deserve 
to coach basketball,Ó Martin   said.

Williams   and Thornwell   are the teamÕs first 
and second leading scorers,   respectively, while 
Notice   has amassed the highest assist total of 
any Gamecocks with 64 on the year.   Williams   
leapfrogged Thornwell   for the title of No. 1 scorer 
after turning in 29 points against the Tigers on 
Wednesday.  

In just his Þ rst year with the program, Notice   said 
that the season has been a learning process for him 
and his fellow freshmen. But with nine SEC games   
under his belt, he feels heÕs ready to help take the 
reins of this South Carolina basketball team.

ÒThe coaches are doing a great job in practice 
and with Þ lm with helping me see what I have to do 
for this team to win and how to run the offense and 
how to play defense,Ó Notice   said. ÒAnd IÕm just 
trying to be a leader.Ó

Notice   and Thornwell   were tasked with guarding 
AuburnÕs  dynamic duo of Chris Denson   and K.T. 
Harrell   last time out, which resulted in a combined 
50 points from the two.   But things wonÕt get any 
easier on Saturday   when they arrive in Knoxville, 
Tenn.  

The Volunteers   have a proliÞ c guard of their own 
in Jordan McRae,   who is currently averaging the 
Þ fth-most points per game in the conference.   But 
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The success of No. 6 South 
CarolinaÕs two towering centers 
has been documented throughout 
the season.

Centers  E lem I b iam a nd 
Alaina Coates,   who are second 
and third on the team in scoring, 
respectively,   have been garnering 
double and often times triple-
teams from defenders this season.

W hen f ind ing themselves 
under duress, Ibiam   and Coates   
have been able to rely on the 
teamÕs outside shooting to bail 
them out.

Asia Dozier,   who leads the 
Gamecocks (21-2, 9-1 SEC) with 
30 three-pointers,   has been an 
escape valve along with Tiffany 
Mitchell   for when the team has 
seen bodies start to stack up in 
the paint.

ÒI think a lot of teams are 
going to focus a lot on our post 
players,Ó Dozier   said after South 
Carol inaÕs 78-62 win against 
Missouri,  Òbecause theyÕve been 
playing amazing.Ó

Mitchel l   has connected 26 
times from three with only 47 
attempts.   She leads all players 
who have attempted more than 
one three-pointer in percentage 
with a 55 percent mark.  

She also owns 55 steals on 
the season,  which is far and 
away the highest on the team. 
The sophomore guard  has also 
been able to dish the ball when 
necessary, racking up 80 assists, 
good for the top spot on the team 
in that category.  

The Gamecocks picked up 
another conference road on 
the w in Thursday n ight , as 
Mississippi State took them down 
to the wire.  South Carolina was 
able to sustain a steady lead down 
the stretch, hitting their last Þ ve 
free throws in a row  to ensure the 
Bulldogs  couldnÕt creep back in.

F i r i n g  o n  a l l  c y l i nd e r s 
offensively and defensively, South 
Carolina will look to continue its 
thrashing of the SEC conference 
when Arkansas (16-7, 3-7 SEC)  
visits Colonial Life Arena. 

ÒIf you go back to the past 
couple years that weÕve been 
here, weÕve had maybe a double 
digit scorer here or there,Ó head 
coach Dawn Staley   said of the 
GamecocksÕ dominating offense. 

ÒIt goes to show how balanced we 
are from an offensive standpoint. 
But it also starts on the inside. 
Our post players are able to 
establish our post game, and it 
just Þ lters out to everybody else.Ó

South Carolina has had at least 
three players score double-digit 
points in four of their last five 
games.      

While South CarolinaÕs defense 

Gamecocks earn 71-
64 win at MSU, will 

host Arkansas Sunday

David Roberts
SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM


