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Bulldogs bring youthtul lineup to town

Hunter Roach
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

When the University of
Georgia football team comes
to Columbia this weekend, it
will bring with it a stable
of talented running backs.
After a season opener against
Western Kentucky that left
Georgia fans scratching
their heads over an anemic
offense, look for head coach
Mark Richt to look to his
experienced and talented
backfield for answers. As for
the Georgia offense, it looked
tar from impressive against a
virtually unknown Western
Kentucky Hilltopper
defense. The Hilltoppers
held the traditional SEC
power to a mere 295 yards
of total offense in the season
opener.

Inconsistent quarterback
play plagued the Georgia
offense throughout the
opener on Saturday. Richt is
looking for answers after the
departure of D.J. Shockley
to the NFL. Starting
quarterback Joe Tereshinski
did little to dispel rumors of
a quarterback controversy.
Tereshinski played well at
times on Saturday, but a
7-19 performance with 90
yards and one touchdown
will not cut it in SEC play.
Tereshinski is certainly
looking over his shoulder
with freshmen reserves
Matthew Stafford and Joe
Cox playing well in the game
versus Western Kentucky.
There are grumblings
throughout the Georgia fan
base calling for Stafford to
start, but Richt is hesitant
to throw Stafford to the
wolves of the SEC as a true
freshman.

The Georgia passing
attack will likely depend on
the production of wideouts
Mohamed Massaquoi and
Kenneth Harris. Massaquoi,
a Charlotte native, is a
long, explosive receiver
that will look to make plays
downfield. Harris is more
of a possession receiver
with a tall, large frame.
Look for Georgia to try
to take advantage of man
coverage, as the Gamecocks
put a lot of men on the line
of scrimmage to stop the
Georgia rushing attack.

The Gamecock defense
will have to contend with
Georgia very talented
squad of tailbacks. Starter
Thomas Brown is backed
up by Danny Ware and
Kregg Lumpkin. Brown,
a smaller back, is versatile
out of the backfield and very
dangerous on the perimeter.
Ware and Lumpkin are both
big, powerful backs that can
dominate a game between
the tackles. Look for Richt

to use Ware and Lumpkin to
run right at the Gamecock
defense until they can stop
it consistently. Ware led the
Bulldogs with 68 rushing
yards on six carries, and
should figure prominently
in the outcome of the
ballgame. Look for the trio
of juniors to lead the way for
the Bulldog offense.

The Georgia defense is
a mix of youthful talent
and experienced veterans.
The defense returns five
starters from last yearis SEC
champion defense. Quentin
Moses will lead the way for a
solid defensive unit. Moses
is a very talented pass rusher
and the star at defensive
end. The rest of the line
is talented, but undersized
tackles could be a potential
problem for the Bulldogs.
Both Jeff Owens and Ray
Grant are smaller than the
prototypical defensive tackle.
Kade Weston will also see
some time at defensive
tackle. Overall, the defensive
line is an anchor for the
Georgia defense and will be
important in stopping the
Cock N’ Fire attack.

The Georgia linebacker
corps has one definite
strength. The one thing
that coaches cannot teach is
speed, which the linebackers
at Georgia have plenty of.
That being said, Danny
Verdun Wheeler, Jarvis
Jackson, and Tony Taylor
will be all over the field
trying to make plays to stop
the Gamecock attack. The
linebackers have plenty of
talent but lack a great deal
of game experience. Taylor
would have logged many
more snaps at linebacker if
not for an injury plagued
season in 2005. Jackson was
vital to the Georgia defense
last year, because he was a
rock amid many injuries and
lack of experience. Jackson
has been a little nicked up as
well with nagging injuries,
but look for him to be a
factor in the game.

The Georgia defensive
backfield has a completely
new look from a year ago.
Tra Battle is the only
returning starter from
the unit that ranked 7th
nationally against the pass.
Battle will have to be the
spark in the secondary as the
most experienced member.
Kelin Johnson is coming
off a great game against
Western Kentucky where
he led the defense with six
tackles, an interception and
recovered a fumble he forced.
Cornerback Paul Oliver
looks like he has potential to
be great, but only time and
trial by fire will tell. Look
for North Augusta native
C..J. Byrd off the bench at
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safety. He will be anxious
to play well in front of a
South Carolina crowd for
the first time since high
school. Byrd also sees a
lot of playing time on the
special teams units.

Close games are won
and lost by the special
teams units. Punting,
kicking, and returning
can cause huge swings in
momentum, field position,
and points. Georgia has
very good special teams
units. Punt returner Mikey
Henderson returned one
punt for a score against
Western Kentucky, and
he would have had two
if not for a premature
celebration that caused a
fumble. Gordon Ely-Kelso
comes back for his senior
season at Georgia and has
always been a very solid
punter. Kicker Brandon
Coutu also returns from
last yearis team and had a
good outing in the opener
making two field goals and
all six extra points.

Comments on this story? E-mail

gekspris@guwm.sc.edu

Tune in to WUSC Tuesday at 4 p.m. for the Capital
City Sports Show featuring hosts Matt Moore and Tom
Benning. They will be previewing upcoming football
games with special guest Alex Riley, Sports editor of The

Daily Gamecock.
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Todd Bennett / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Georgia quarterback Joe Tereshinski, left, talks to coach Mark Richt during last week’s Western Kentucky matchup.
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offering a different style. Davis is a hardnosed
north-south guy, while Boyd offers versatility
in and out of the backfield. Adding to that
depth is Newton who can split time as runner
or running quarterback.

Edge: Georgia

Georgia- With Sean Bailey out for the
season, UGA is limited in its wideout slots.
No one truly established themselves as the
No. 1 guy in the season opener as Brown led
the team in catches with three. Mohamed
Massaquoi is supposed to be the Dawgs’ best
threat, but it comes down to the accuracy
and timeliness of the quarterback.

USC- Though he didn’t start the season
off with a bang, Sidney Rice is still USC’s
primary target. Along with the All-SEC
performer, who truly captured the spotlight
against UGA last year, is Kenny McKinley
and Syvelle Newton. All three players, along
with the possibility of Jerod Cook and O]
Murdock, give the Gamecocks plenty of
options and depth at receiver.

Edge: USC

Georgia- The Bulldogs have an O-line
that looks solid in the fact that most of their
players are upperclassmen. However, most
of their players don’t have much real game
experience and they weren’t very impressive
in opening holes against WKU. Center Nick
Jones is the heart and soul of the line, as
the senior has played most of his collegiate
career.

USC- After being rattled by Miss. St, the
Gamecocks have shown their youth and
inexperience on the front five. Carolina’s
run game and pass protection were almost
non-existent last week, something they will
be looking to correct against UGA’s front
tour. Center Chris White is still the lines
anchor and will have his work cut out for
him against the Bulldog defense.

Edge: Georgia

Georgia- If there is one position that
seems to remain constant at Georgia it’s the
standout play of the defensive line. Charles
Johnson and Quentin Moses played lights out
in the season opener, showing that they are
carrying on the tradition of great defensive
line play in Athens.

USC- Marque Hall, Stanley Doughty,
Nathan Pepper and Jordin Lindsey aren’t
exactly the names sitting on the tip of
everyone’s tongue as the best linemen in the
SEC right now. But after the unit’s expected

performance against UGA, that day might be
soon approaching. Youth continues to be the
question of the Gamecock defense and the
speed of the Bulldogs and depth, especially
at running back, could cause problems.

Edge: Georgia

Georgia- Jarvius Jackson and Tony Taylor
could be the best side-by-side linebackers in
the SEC. Both players have All-Conference
possibilities riding on their shoulders this
year and both could step up in this game.
Jackson and Taylor combined for five tackles
last week, while their backups also played
well.

USC- Jasper and Casper Brinkley
played lights out against Miss. St and if
they continue that pace could be All-SEC
selections by seasons end. Marvins Sapp
and Rodney Paulk also played well, but was
the first taste of primetime college football
enough to prepare these younger guys for
Saturday night?

Edge: Georgia

Georgia- Aside from Miss. St’s Michael
Johnson, Tra Battle could be the best rover
in USC will face this year. His big hit, ball
hawking ability make him a threat to the
passing game. However, after him it’s a
bit of a crapshoot, as young faces line the
depth chart and have little experience on the
playing field.

USC- Chris Hampton’s pick last week
solidified him as a decent replacement to Ko
Simpson and even though Fred Bennett’s
interception was more like a punt, it still
counts. USC’s secondary answered the
question of would youth hurt them by
holding MSU at bay. That solid play will
hopefully continue into Saturday’s matchup.

Edge: USC

Georgia- Even after he fumbled a punt into
the endzone, Mickey Henderson managed to
take the redo of the kick and return for a
touchdown again. But while that play was a
not-so-SportsCenter moment, the kicking
duo of Gordon Ely-Kelso and Brandon
Coutu are two the best kickers in UGA’s
history.

USC- Ryan Succop had the All-SEC week
after his three field goals and tuck-and-run
in the opening game win. The Gamecocks
tinally have a solid kicker and if return
men McKinley and possibly Boyd can put
together some solid returns the special teams
will be solid for both.

Edge: Even

Comments on this story? E-mail gckspris@gwm.sc.edu
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Gamecocks ready for border battle

Tom Benning

STAFF WRITER

If familiarity breeds
contempt, then the USC-
Georgia game should be an
all-out display of hatred.

Beloved costumed mascot
versus beloved live mascot.
Offensive genius head
coach Steve Spurrier versus
offensive genius head coach

gk, "

Mark Richt. UGA players
from South Carolina versus
USC players from Georgia.

The Georgia game has
all of the fixings of a nasty,
gritty rivalry. Many fans
don’t realize that USC first
played Georgia in 1894, two
years before Clemson even
fielded a football team. The
all-time series is lopsided
toward the Bulldogs at 43-

eI

13-2, but more recently, the
games have been closely
contested affairs.

This year’s game looks
like it won’t be different as
USC has surprisingly found
strength in its defense.
Against Mississippi State,
the defense posted the team’s
first shutout since 2000 and
limited MSU to 161 yards
of total offense. Junior

. ',ﬂ‘:‘.{”;@mmh fetrion

linebacker Jasper Brinkley
thought the squad proved
themselves to the doubters
and skeptics.

“I’'m pretty sure they
thought we were the same
defense as last year,” Brinkley
said. “We showed the world
a little bit what we can do.”

Meanwhile, the Carolina
offense is hoping to get
back on track after a slow

-
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Casper Brinkley and a few other Peach State natives will face off against their home-state school this weekend.

4464 Devine Street
Columbia,SC
803.738.1108

start against Miss State.
The offensive line struggled
mightily, giving up four
sacks, in addition to leaving
junior quarterback Blake
Mitchell constantly under
duress.

While the starting five
will remain the same against
Georgia, the coaching staff
decided to add more depth
to the line by switching
sophomore Matt Raysor
from defensive tackle to
offensive guard.

“We’ve got Raysor over
there to see if we can get a
little punch, get a little fire,
get a little physical play on
the offensive line,” Spurrier
said.

Those kinds of attributes
have come to exemplify the
UGA-USC rivalry over
years, both on and off of
the field. The battles on
the gridiron often extend
into the realm of recruiting,
where the schools regularly
fight over players in each
others backyards.

Carolina’s roster features
15 athletes who hail from
the Peach State. The players
do their best to keep the
game in perspective, but
even when they downplay
the rivalry, a sparkle comes
to their eyes and a smile to
their face.

“I definitely want to win
it,” said Mitchell, a native
of LaGrange, Ga. “But I
practiced for this game just
like any other.”

Brinkley and his twin
brother Casper grew up in
Thomson, Ga. and attended
junior college at Georgia
Military College. When

asked how many Bulldogs
he knew, Jasper Brinkley
wasted little time giving an
answer.

“The whole defense and
half of the offensive players,”
he said.

With so many connections
to the Georgia roster,
Brinkley said he regularly
keeps in contact with
many of the UGA players.
However, he also he dispelled
notions of any trash talk or
inflammatory banter.

“We never had like the
‘We are gonna do this or
do that to y’all;’” he said.
“Everybody was just like,
‘We hope you do good next
week, and I’ll tell them the
same.”

The only Gamecock
willing to go out on a bit of
limb was Spurrier, who owns
an 11-2 career record against
the Dawgs. And even the
Or’ Ball Coach qualified his
comments.

“It’s a special game for all
of us — me too,” Spurrier
said. “We had a chance to
beat them last year — a
play or two here or there. It
didn’t work out ... Hopefully
we’ll play well. If we do,
maybe we’ll be in it to have
a chance, who knows.”

Everyone will know
around 11 p.m. on Saturday
night, and there won’t be
any need to look at the
scoreboard. As in most
serious rivalries, the fans
will tell the story. Just listen
for them — they will either
be woofing or crowing.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gekspris@gwm.sc.edu
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Deli Traditions
Chicken Tenders

Only 2 miles from
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Homestyle or
Southern Style
Salads
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Aquafina
Drinking Water
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.5 Liter Bottles
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Save
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Outdoor Parties, Picnics
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Save 58¢ on 2
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FOR EVEN MORE GREAT BONUSCARD® SPECIALS, VISIT WWW.BI-LO.COM
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Alex Riley

SPORTS EDITOR

Ask anybody around the
country who the Man in
Black was and they’ll tell you
country music legend Johnny
Cash owns the honor. His
solid-black dressing style and
somber tones earned him the
nickname.

However, if you ask a few
die-hard, life-long Carolina
fans who the Man in Black
was, every once in a while
you’ll get the name Joe
Morrison.

A native of Lima, Ohio,
Joe Morrison is arguably
the most famous coach in
the history of USC’s 114-
year history of playing
football. Morrison has
been described as a “man’s
man” and his toughness was
always on display, either on
the sidelines or between the
hashmarks.

“(Morrison) was one of
the best coaches I've ever
had,” former USC running
back Harold Green said.
“Very adamant about what
he was doing and coaching.
Former players make the
best coaches. It goes without
saying.”

After playing three sports
in high school, Morrison
settled into the halfback
position at Cincinnati, where
he earned All-Missouri
Valley Conference honors
and four football letters
and held school records
in scoring, passing and
rushing. He was drafted by
the New York Giants, where
he played all 14 years of his
professional career at eight
different positions.

His versatility and
durability earned him the
nickname “Old Dependable”
and also earned him the
honor of being named a
team captain eight of his 14
years. In 1972, Morrison
retired from the league and
was honored by the Giants
organization by having his
jersey (40) retired.

“I thought I'd give the pros
a shot,” Morrison said in the
1986 USC media guide. “But
who’d have ever thought it
would last 14 years.”

Morrison made the
natural move out of the pads
and into the office after his
stint in the NFL, taking the
reins at the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga.
In seven seasons with the
Mocs, Morrison won three
back-to-back Southern
Conference titles.

The coach then made the

\

move to the University of
New Mexico where, after
two mediocre seasons,
Morrison led the Lobos to
the school’s best record at
the time at 10-1 and only
lost to eventual conference
champion BYU.

That’s when he caught
the eye of USC Athletics
Director Bob Marcum.

Marcum convinced
Morrison to take over a
program that had been under
somewhat of a scandal after
the firing of Jim Carlen two
years earlier. His assistant
Richard Bell stepped in to
lead the program for one
season going 4-7. That’s
when Morrison came to
town.

His demeanor and
character were unlike
anything Gamecock fans
had seen. Unlike the church-
going moralist Carlen,
Morrison lived life a bit more
on the edge — and nowhere
was that more apparent
than in his attire. Morrison
decided to don an entirely
black wardrobe, and it stuck
for his career.

When asked if the outfit
was planned, Morrison
replied to an inquisitive
journalist: “No. I opened the
closet. It was hanging there.
It was clean. And, it fit.”

After an opening season
of 5-6 with an impressive
38-14 win against Southern
Cal, Morrison would go on
to produce the most storied
campaign in USC history
— the 1984 “Black Magic”
season.

Called Black Magic
because of Morrison’s
style, the season is still the
only Carolina campaign to
produce a win total in the
double digits. USC opened
the year 9-0 behind the
heady quarterback play of
Mike Hold and had wins
against Georgia, Notre
Dame, Pittsburgh and
Florida State.

USC climbed to No. 2
in the polls, trailing only
Nebraska. The Cornhuskers
lost their game earlier in the
day, leaving the opportunity
for USC to claim the top
spot in the next polls open.
However a baffling loss to
Navy knocked USC out of
contention for the national
title in their next-to-last
game of the season, as the
Mid-Shipmen won 38-21 in
Annapolis.

But that wasn’t the end for
Morrison’s ‘84 campaign,
as the team rebounded the
next week to beat archrival

Clemson in Death Valley
22-21 on a Hold touchdown
late in the game. The
scrappy quarterback later
became the defining image
of the battle, as he placed the
game ball in front of Tigers
defensive lineman William
“The Fridge” Perry as time
expired, earning the moment
the title “Hold that Tiger!”

“The big thing is, our kids
never quit. The character
of this team has shown all
year long,” Morrison said
following the game.

The Gamecocks received
a New Year’s Day invitation
to play in the Gator Bowl
against Oklahoma State and

Gamecock

Thurmond Thomas. USC
would lose the game, but
Morrison had helped shine
the national spotlight on the
team and his talent. For his
efforts, Morrison earned
numerous national coach of
the year honors.

During the next four
years, USC achieved back-
to-back 8-4 records in 1987
and 1988, earning trips
to the Gator and Liberty
bowls.

During his time at USC
alone, Morrison produced
players such as Green, Hold,
Sterling Sharpe, Todd Ellis,
Del Wilkes and Kevin
Hendrix. He was also key

in starting the career of one
of college football’s greatest
defensive coordinators: Joe
Lee Dunn who was with
Morrison at Chattanooga
and New Mexico and later
joined him at USC.

“You know, one of the
most impressive things to
me about Joe Morrison is
that he handles himself and
the football program the
same whether we are having
a 10-1 season like a year ago
or a 5-6 season of this past
season,” Marcum said in
the 1986 USC media guide.
“That’s the consistency
you look for in a successful
football coach.”

USC coach 1983-1988

Courtesy Mike Safran
Former Carolina football coach Joe Morrison is known as the Man in Black for his trademark appearance.

That consistency was cut
short in 1989 as Morrison
died of a heart attack on
Feb. 5. His players, friends
and fans all remembered the
Man in Black as the person
who helped take Carolina to
its highest peak.

“He was a man’s man,”
Ellis said. “He expected you
to act like a man, he told you
what needed to be done, and
if you didn’t get it done, it
was partly your problem. He
was a tough competitor and
a man you wanted to play
for.”

Comments on this story? E-mail
gekspris@gwm.sc.edu

Led the Gamecocks to lone 10-win season in school history in 1984 with a 10-2 record. Also achieved
highest rank ever for program, rising to No. 2 in the polls.

One of only two coaches to lead USC to three bowl appearances in their careers with the 84 and 87

Gator Bowls and 88 Liberty Bowl.

Compiled a 39-28-2 record as head coach at Carolina, one of seven coaches to stop coaching in
Columbia and finish with a winning record. Finished his career as a coach at 101-72-7.

Earned 1984 National Coach of the Year after USC won their first nine games of the year and rose to

No. 2 in the polls.

His system produced players such as Sterling Sharpe, Harold Green, Todd Ellis, Mike Hold, Brad
Edwards, and Kevin “Chief” Hendrix.




