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Guaranteed money is hard to pass up, and 
for a 20-year-old college kid, a promise of fame 
and fortune seems incredibly tempting when 
compared to his current student status.

Yet for his own sake, PJ Dozier needs to 
ignore the incredibly tempting decision to enter 
himself into the 2017 NBA draft.

Many have begun to project Dozier’s status 
for the upcoming draf t . Throughout the 
season, rumors have been circulating about 
where Dozier could land. After his hot stretch 
at the start of the season, whispers could be 
heard saying he was a late � rst-round prospect. 
Recently, though, those rumors have quieted 
slightly.

Chad Ford, the leading NBA Draft analyst 
for ESPN, currently has Dozier listed as a late 
second-round pick. He has Dozier ranked as 
the 57th best draft prospect, and the ninth best 
point guard.

This ranking, though early in the grand 
scheme of draft projections, makes one point 
clear: Dozier is not an elite player.

He is not one of college basketball’s best point 
guards this season, nor is he consistently one of 
the best players at the collegiate level.

Yet.
Dozier has shown f lashes of being an elite 

player. During a nine-game stretch this season, 
in which his teammate Sindarius Thornwell was 
suspended for six of the games, Dozier recorded 
double-digit scoring in each game. During that 
nine-game stretch, Dozier had f ive straight 
games where he scored at least 20 points.

Many of t hese g reat per formances by 
Dozier came in the absence of Thornwell. It 
is no coincidence that this happened, and it 

The world is an incredibly 
unjust place. We so often 
hear of  instances where 
p eop le  a re  w rong f u l l y 
accused of crimes they did 
not commit or of penalties 
and prison sentences that do 
not � t the offenses.

Then, t here are t imes 
where the cr im ina ls get 
away with the crime, even 
t hough ever yone k nows 
what terrible act or acts they 
commit ted. That is what 
may have happened in Waco, 
Texas ,  w i t h  t he  Bay lor 
football program.

In late January 2017, a 
new lawsuit was � led against 
Baylor University alleging 
that 52 instances of sexual 
assault were committed by 
over 30 football players in 

a span of four years. That is 
a staggering, disheartening 
and disgusting number if  it 
indeed is true.

Now, this is a new lawsuit, 
so it is unknown whether it is 
accurate. What we do know, 
however,  is  t hat  former 
Baylor football players Tevin 
Elliott and Sam Ukwuachu 
were tried and found guilty 
of sexual assault . Shawn 
Oakman was arrested, but 
he is still awaiting trial.

Many believe that former 
B a y l o r  P r e s i d e n t  K e n 
Starr, former head football 
coach Art Briles and others 
i nvo lved  i n  t he  Bay lor 
Athletic Department knew 
about these inc idents of 
sexual assault and did not do 
enough to help the victims 
out. In some instances, they 
complete ly  ig nored t he 
accusations.

They are being accused 
of creating an atmosphere 
where it was acceptable to 
sexually assault someone — 
one in which they would help 
sweep the incident under 
the rug because they were 
helping football players.

In September 2015, the 
university’s Title IX office 
issued a no-contact order 
for an a l leged v ic t im of 
sexual assault perpetrated 
by Baylor offensive lineman 
Rami Hammad. The victim 
talked with another student, 
and they both realized they 
were sexually assaulted by 
Hammad. One of the victims 
decided to f ile a report to 
Baylor’s Title IX of�  ce.

Then in late October of 
2015, Hammad had a judicial 
affairs trial, but when one of 
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The South Carolina women’s 
basketbal l team is look ing to 
prevent history from being made 
Monday night against Connecticut, 
who is eyeing its 100th consecutive 
victory.

O v e r  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e 
Gamecocks have enjoyed success 
never before experienced by the 
program. In the three seasons prior 
to 2017, coach Dawn Staley has led 
the Gamecocks to three regular-
season conference championships 
and just the second-ever appearance 
in the Final Four.  

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  m a j o r 
accomplishments, the Gamecocks 
have not been able to defeat the 
Huskies, who have dominated year 
after year under head coach Geno 
Auriemma.

You’d have to go all the way back 
to Nov. 17, 2014 to � nd the last time 
the Connecticut Huskies lost. Now, 
99 wins later, the Huskies look to 
extend their record streak and enter 
unprecedented territory even for 
them.

The Gamecocks are hoping to 
avenge back-to-back losses to the 
Huskies. In 2015, the then top-
ranked Gamecocks traveled to 
Connecticut and dropped a 87-62 
decision. They fell at home by a 
score of 66-54 in 2016.

Standing in the way of history 
is the dynamic duo of A’ja Wilson 
and Alaina Coates. The two have 
anchored the Gamecocks’ post, one 
that is easily one of the best in the 
nation.

The Huskies’ success has been 
based on a widespread contribution 
with four starters averaging in 
double � gures on the season. Katie 

Samuelson leads the team with 21.3 
points per game on average.

The matchup will take place at 9 
p.m. Monday at Harry A. Gampel 
Pavilion, as No. 6 South Carolina 
hopes to spoil No. 1 Connecticut’s 
celebration party.
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Former Baylor coach Art Briles attended CowboysÕ training camp.
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Column: Big picture in Baylor scandal overshadowed
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Column: Dozier a 
potential lottery 
pick in 2018
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PJ Dozier has improved his NBA draft stock with a 
strong sophomore campaign. 
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CHASING 100 

39 PPG win margin

65 points largest win margin

97 double digit point wins

63 fewest points scored

12 NCAA tournament wins 
1 top ranked opponent
(South Carolina)

UCONNÕs 99 Game Win Streak
BY THE NUMBERS

IN MATCHUP VS. SOUTH CAROLINA


