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Abstract: Research has shown that integrating 

subjects provides opportunities for more 

relevant, less fragmented, and more stimulating 

experiences for learners (Furner and Kumar, 

2007). Learning Hunts allow students to take 

ownership of their learning through valuable and 
connected experiences while staying engaged 

the entire time. 
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Introduction 
Are you always pressed for time to finish your state’s 

curriculum? Would you like for students to realize the 

value of all subjects in school? Does your principal say 

you need to keep your students “engaged?” If you 

answered “yes” to any of those questions, Learning 

Hunts are what you need in your classroom! Learning 

Hunts include interactive task cards that use technology 

and multiple resources such as books, poems, and other 

supplemental materials to introduce or conclude a unit of 

study. 

 

Literature Review 
What is an integrated curriculum? An integrated 

curriculum, also known as an interdisciplinary 

curriculum, is defined in the Greenwood Dictionary of 

Education as “an instructional model whereby multiple 

disciplines are used to promote and/or enhance learning 

about a particular topic or skill. This supports the belief 

that students have greater focus and understanding when 

content is experienced in a variety of contexts” (Collins 

& O’Brien, 2003 p.186). An integrated curriculum 

develops the child’s ability to transfer their learning to 

other settings and build on relationships in a holistic 

manner. 

 

What is student-centered learning? While there is a 

large body of theoretical and anecdotal literature, there is 

no agreed-upon definition for the overall concept of 

student-centered learning. Some theorists provide a 

broad definition such as “students have a choice in their 

learning,” while others 

provide specific 

principles (Kaput, 2018). 

Some of the principles 

agreed upon surrounding 

student-centered learning 

include voice, choice, 

real life relevancy, and 

proof of mastery. 

In a truly student-centered learning environment, 

teachers and students work collaboratively to co-create a 

learning plan that best suits the needs of each learner 

(Green & Harrington, 2020). Teachers should allow their 

students’ interests to drive the content, skills, and 

concepts covered which should also be relevant to the 

students’ lives. Teachers should offer a variety of 

product options (proof of mastery) based on what they 

know about their students. This could mean creating 

choice boards which allow students to share what they 

learned. 

 

What does the research say about integrating 

subjects? Research suggests that an integrated approach 
to learning is more brain compatible. The brain learns best in 

real-life, immersion-style multi-path learning. A fragmented 

presentation of learning can forever kill the joy and love of 

learning (Jensen, 1996). Integrating subjects allows for 

students to see how the world in which we live is connected. 

Mathematics, when integrated with science, provides the 

opportunity for students to apply the discipline to real 

situations that are relevant to the student’s world and 

presented from the student’s own perspective (Furner & 

Kumar, 2007).  
 

What does the research say about student-centered 

activities? Student-centered learning proves to be 

especially beneficial to economically disadvantaged 

students and students whose parents have not attended 

college (McKenna, 2014). Almost without exception, 

students in any type of interdisciplinary or integrative 

curriculum do as well as, and often better than, students 

in a conventional departmentalized program (Vars & 

Beane, 2001). Learner motivation and learning increase 

when learners have a say in their own learning and are 

treated as co-creators in the learning process (McCombs 

& Whistler, 1997). Interdisciplinary Teamed Instruction 

has positive effects on student performance, particularly 

for lower-achieving students. Many schools which have 

used interdisciplinary instruction for more than two 

years, reported an overall upward trend in standardized 

test scores (Burns, 1994). When students get the 

opportunity to discover new knowledge and apply that 

knowledge, they are more likely to succeed (Bolak, 

Bialach, & Dunphy, 2005). 
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The benefits of using a student-centered learning 

approach using integrated subjects include: 

• Students gain a deeper understanding of the 

content 

• Students are active participants in their 

education 

• Accommodates for a variety of learning styles 

• Develops higher level thinking skills 

• Builds collaboration, social/emotional, and/or 

problem-solving skills 

• Gets students interested about learning new 

things and keeps them wanting to learn 

 

How do learning hunts work? 
Students are purposely partnered with someone who will 

challenge their thinking, work well together, and/or have 

the same interests. Each student has their own answer 

sheet. Partners work on one task card at a time. (Sample 

task cards below.) 

 

Notes to the teacher:  
1. Task cards are created and printed as slides in 

PowerPoint. (Laminate for multiple uses.) (Students 

record their answers on their answer sheet, not the 

task card.) 

2. Each Learning Hunt should have about 20 task 

cards. Some task cards such as Task 3 (see above) 

are duplicated in PowerPoint four times. These kinds 

of slides don’t take long and only require a 

dictionary, so multiple partners can complete this at 

the same time. 

3. All task cards are placed in one central location (ex. 

kidney shaped table). If a task card requires a book, 

place it INSIDE of that book to keep things 

organized. 

4. Partners may start with ANY task card. They don’t 

have to go in order. They will return their task card 

to the central location when they are done and grab 

another. 

5. Some partners may finish the Learning Hunt earlier 

than others. Always have a few “early finishers” 

activities available. (See below for examples.) 

6. Set a goal and give a prize if the goal is met-MOST 

students should be able to complete 3-4 task cards 

within 30 minutes. 

7. Students provide the teacher with feedback about the 

Learning Hunt. The teacher should carefully review 

this feedback and discard/replace tasks students 

deemed unbeneficial.  

8. Student-Centered Assessment Ideas: Students will 

choose one option from the choice board to show 

what they learned. The teacher should create a rubric 

for grading purposes. 

 

What does the teacher do during Learning 

Hunts? What else should I know? 

• Compiling resources to meet the standard(s) you 

are addressing and creating the Learning Hunt 

itself is the most time-consuming task. Once this 

is completed, your job becomes facilitator! 

• During the hunt, the teacher is responsible for 

floating around the room to help when needed, 

keep students on task, and/or clear any 

misconceptions. 

• Keep in mind, Learning Hunts use technology 

for some task cards, so there may be times when 

the teacher will need to fix issues that arise. 

(Always have extra laptops/technology 

available.) 

• There may be times when a student must work 

alone for a variety of reasons (behavior issues, 

student preference, catch-up because of 

absences, etc.) 

• Most Learning Hunts take 3-4 days to complete 

depending on your learners/schedule but 

encompasses a vast amount of information! 

• The integrated subjects in the Learning Hunt 

(such as math and reading) should be review. 

For example, if the main focus is science, you do 

not want to incorporate new math or reading 

content in the hunt. 

 

Conclusion 
Many of us were taught through lecture. The teacher 

stood in front of the classroom and “taught us” 

everything we needed to know. Lately, there has been a 

shift in education that puts the student at the center of 

their learning. Integrating subjects and student-centered 

learning fosters a of way of learning that students will 

see in real life (outside of the classroom). Learning 

Hunts provide students the opportunity to think 

critically, creatively, and synthesize knowledge beyond 

the classroom. To make activities such as Learning 

Hunts a regular part of our instruction, teachers must 

encourage all stakeholders (ie school districts, 

politicians, and parents) to allow and support this 

innovative approach which puts students in control of 

their learning. Finally, teachers must share with 

stakeholders, through personal experiences and data, the 

benefits of integrating subjects through student-centered 

activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Hunts allow students to take ownership of 

their learning through valuable and connected 
experiences while staying engaged the entire time. 
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Suggested Resources for Creating Task Cards 

Subscriptions to Magazines Other Resources Music/Videos 

• Scholastic News Magazine 

• DynaMath (Scholastic) 

• Super Science (Scholastic) 

• National Geographic 

• Time for Kids 

• TeachersPayTeachers.com 

• DonorsChoose.org for books, 
hands-on materials, etc. 

• State Textbooks 

• Nonfiction/Fiction books from 

your library or school’s library 

•  

• YouTube 

• Brainpop Jr./Brainpop 

• Flocabulary 
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Create a PowerPoint,  

Display, or write/perform a 

song of the-“Top 5 Things I 

Learned.” 

Create a web explaining 

how Ecosystems are 

connected to 

reading/writing, math, 

science, and social 

studies. 

Create an article on the 

importance of the 

Ecosystem. 

Create a game based on 

new information you 

learned from the Learning 

Hunt. It must include 

directions on how to play 

and be for 2+ players. 

Conduct a survey for ½ of 

the students in our class on 

the most interesting thing 

they learned. Create a 

graph with this data. 

Student Choice-Please get 

the teacher’s approval. 
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