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IT’S SHAWTIME
Garcia benched
for Saturday’s game
James Kratch

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Sout h Ca rol i na coach Ste ve
Spurrier named Connor Shaw the
Gamecocks’ starting quarterback
after practice Monday night.
Shaw replaces fifth-year senior
quarterback Stephen Garcia, who
has struggled this season. Spurrier
said that barring injury, Shaw will
play the entirety of USC’s game
against Kent uck y on Sat urday,
with Garcia serving as the backup.
“It’s his opportunity to go play,”
said Spurrier of Shaw. “We think
he’s ready.”
Spurrier rarely speak s to t he
med ia on Monday n ight s, a nd
offensive players are never made
available on Mondays. So when
Spurrier called reporters over after
the conclusion of practice, with
Shaw by his side, t he ex pected
change became official.
“I feel confident. I feel like I’m

ready to play,” Shaw said. “We’ll
see how it goes this Saturday.”
Spurrier said that the decision
to bench Garcia “wasn’t that hard
a call,” as Garcia’s poor play — he
has completed 51.7 of his passes this
season with nine interceptions and
only four touchdown passes this
season — had reached a breaking
point.
“At some point, we’ve got to
do somet h ing to shake up t h is
offense,” Spurrier said. “This is the
fi rst step, so we’ll see how it goes.”
Garcia was not made available
to the media on Monday. Garcia
took the decision well according to
Spurrier.
“I think he sort of anticipated it,”
Spurrier said.
It isn’t the fi rst time Spurrier has
given the starting nod to Shaw over
Garcia. Shaw started the season
opener against East Carolina on
the merit of a strong preseason
camp but was replaced by Garcia in
the second quarter. Garcia played
most of remainder of the game and
SHAW ● 2
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Coach Steve Spurrier announced Monday that Connor Shaw will start against Kentucky.

Honorary degree
selections to have
more student input
G. Bryant Wright controversy
leads to new USC policy
Josh Dawsey

JDAWSEY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

bet ween lower-deck t icket s a nd
upper-deck tickets. It also prevents
USC f rom qu ick ly delet ing lost
points from a student’s account that
were unjustly there. Several server
issues have kept correct ticket data
f rom upload i ng. A nd it ’s of ten
dif f ic u lt to reach of f icials f rom
the service when problems occur,
Edwards said.
“TicketReturn allowed us to do
some things with student ticketing
that we had not done before on this
campus,” Edwards said. “But this has
presented us with a lot of challenges.”

Students will have more input into
who receives honorary degrees from the
University of South Carolina, President
Harris Pastides said Monday.
The move — announced privately
to four students in May — came after
controversy f lared over the honorary
degree given to G. Br yant Wright ,
president of t he Sout her n Bapt ist
Convention . Wright’s denomination
opposes homosexuality and gay marriage,
which some students said violates tenets
of the Carolina Creed that guarantee all
students will be treated equally.
University leaders said Wright was
awarded his degree for his long record
of service and leadership. Wright has led
mission trips to help refugees, written four
books and started an organization that
delivers inspirational messages on radio.
“Students need to be on the committee
that looks at names, just like there are
faculty on the committee,” Pastides said.
“There isn’t a thing at this university I
wouldn’t want students to be involved
in, and we need to communicate that to
them.”
Pastides said students won’t have “veto
power” but will now have a say during
each stage of consideration. A nyone
can nominate someone for an honorary

TICKETS ● 2
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Students line up outside the office of student ticketing coordinator Adrienne White Monday to appeal ticketing issues.

TicketReturn woes persist
USC will consider
dropping system
Ryan Quinn & Josh Dawsey
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC will reconsider its contract
w it h Ticket Ret u r n fol low i ng
more widespread student ticketing
problems Monday.
The five-year contract — currently
valued at about $23,000 a year —
expires in June 2012. The university
may then move to Ticketmaster, the

online provider currently used by the
athletics department.
Officials have discussed
Ticketmaster with the University of
Florida and Penn State, two schools
that currently use the service, said
Anna Edwards, director of Student
Services at USC.
“St udents see TicketRet urn as
unreliable right now,” Edwards said.
“We’ve had two games when we’ve
not been able to provide the support
we’ve needed to provide.”
Edwa rds sa id Ticket Ret u r n
currently doesn’t allow USC officials
to make a clear visual differential

‘THERE’S NOTHING LIKE GOING HOME’
MSNBC anchor
Craig Melvin returns
to Columbia for lecture
Ryan Quinn

RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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Former WIS News anchor Craig Melvin
will speak on campus Wednesday night.

Tuesday
80°

53°

Wednesday
81°
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Columbia’s favorite son
Craig Melvin chose a good
time to return home — his
favorite bar, Jake’s in Five
Points, recently reopened.
Melvin, an MSNBC
daytime anchor and NBC
news cor respondent who
began his career at leading
local TV station WIS, will
speak on campus Wednesday
as part of t he College of
Mass Communications and

Information Studies’ eighth
I-Comm Week.
Melvin currently lives in
Connecticut and works in
New York City. His fiancée
Lindsay Czarniak , an ESPN
S p o r t s C e nt e r r e p o r t e r,
will also appear and take
questions at his 7 p.m. lecture
in Gambrell Auditorium. In
a phone interview with The
Daily Gamecock Monday, the
Wofford College graduate
discussed his career and how
it feels to come home.
“ For me , C olu mbi a i s
st ill my favorite place on
Earth, and I’m not one for
hyperbole, but my family is
there, a good chunk of my
friends are still there, it’s

where I was born, it’s where I
got into the business and I’m
very much looking forward
to com ing back ,” Melv in
said. “Even when you go
away, even when you work
somewhere else for a while,
there’s nothing like going
home.”
Melvin began his
jou r n a l i s m c a re er a s a n
“ O u r G e ne r at io n” h i g h
school reporter for W IS .
The program selected about
four high school reporters
each year and tasked
them with producing and
reporting one story a week.
Randy Covington , a USC
journalism professor and
former news director at WIS,

said he chose Melvin because
he was smart and articulate
and had good camera skills.
“ He qu ic k ly e st abl i shed
himself as someone
w it h except ional t alent,”
Covington said. “We had a
lot of good “Our Generation”
repor ters, but Craig,
arguably, was the best.”
Covington said WIS was
selecting stories one year
to subm it for A ssociated
Press awards, and Melvin’s
stor y on h is favorite
teacher stuck out to him as
the best contender for the
education reporting category.
MELVIN ● 3

Kevin Lyman speaks

A View from China

Road to Atlanta

Carolina Productions
hosted the founder
of Warped Tour in the
Russell House Ballroom Monday night.

Columnist Alice
Chang thinks countries in Africa need
organization before
democratization.

Sports Editor James
Kratch takes a look
at where the SEC
championship race
stands to date.
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SHAW ● Continued from 1
then started the next four games.
Shaw struggled in limited action against the
Pirates, going t hree-for-nine passing for 21
yards. Spurrier admitted Monday that there was
somewhat of a loss in confidence in Shaw after
his outing against ECU but that he has improved
since then, having an “excellent” practice on
Monday night.
“This is no ‘first quarter, see how you do’ like we
did with the East Carolina game,” Spurrier said.
“This is [Shaw’s] game. He’s now our quarterback.
That’s what we’ve got to do to see if we can’t get
something going.”
Shaw said he feels more prepared to play against
Kentucky because of added experience over the
past few weeks, he is excited to start and that the

start is “an opportunity that I’m willing to take
advantage of.”
Despite G arcia’s st r uggles of late and his
tumultuous career at USC, he has often been a
fan favorite, leading USC to some of the biggest
wins in school history and its first-ever SEC
Championship Game appearance last fall. Perhaps
sensing this fact, Spurrier spoke out to the USC
faithful briefly while announcing the decision.
“I just ask all the Gamecocks fans, let’s give
Connor your support the same way you have all
the other players here,” Spurrier said. “I think he’s
ready to play well.”

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

Tie-dye event kicks off Sustainability Week
Organization provides shirts,
encourages green initiatives
Jake FitzGerald & Abby Plant
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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Around 40 students visited the student ticketing
office Monday to complain about TicketReturn errors.
TICKETS ● Continued from 1
Edwards’ comments came after 1,400 students
who attended Saturday’s game were sent an email
Monday that said they didn’t attend and were
no longer eligible for student tickets. Officials
attributed the problem to a defunct scanner at
Gate 25.
By the end of Monday, USC officials had dealt
with hundreds of angry students and reassessed
loyalty points for all students who attended the
game, according to Adrienne White, coordinator
for student ticketing.
Officials also extended the claim period for
the Kentucky game until Tuesday at midnight
to ensure every student who temporarily lost
eligibility could have an opportunity to request
tickets, White said.
Around 40 students mobbed W hite’s office
around noon Monday appealing their no-show
statuses and asking her to return their loyalty
points.
That’s as many as White said visited her all of
last week to make appeals about the Vanderbilt
g a me. So ma ny showed up t hat t hey were
eventually allowed to just drop off their tickets
for appeals and leave.
“I got the email saying I was ineligible,” said
Cornelius Hair, a third-year political science
student standing in line Monday. “I was at the
game two hours before it started. It really makes
no sense.”
It didn’t make sense either to Patrick Leonhardt,
a second-year history student at the back of the
line that looped around White’s office. He also
received the dreaded ineligibility email.
“I scanned my ticket, I have my mark, and I
don’t know exactly what happened,” Leonhardt
said.
I n response to g row i ng f r ust rat ion w it h
USC’s current ticket distribution system and
security problems at gates and in the student
section, Edwards is planning to send out a survey
tomorrow to poll students on the changes they’d
like to see.
The survey will explore many issues, including
whether students would be willing to pay for
tickets and how important they consider sitting
with their friends to be.
Jerry Brewer, associate vice president of Student
A ffairs, said fall 2012 would be t he earliest
possible changes could take place.
He did not rule out the possibility that USC
could discard the lottery system, but said USC
needed to collect data before making decisions.

Sustainable Carolina kicked
off Sustainability Week Monday
w it h a T-sh irt t ie-dye event
featuring ’60s music and free
brow nies behind t he Russell
House.
“We were providing T-shirts
that had a Sustainable Carolina
logo, and all students needed
to do to get one wa s s w ipe
their CarolinaCard, just so we
could assess who was coming
and numbers and everything,”
said Meggie Patton, a graduate
a s s i s t a nt w it h S u s t a i n a b l e
Carolina. “And then we provided
all the tie-dye stuff, so we had
T-shirts already soaking and all
the colors and everything. And
we had collected plastic bags
from grocery stores for a while
so that we could reuse them for
people to take their wet shirts
home in. And we had ’60s music
and brownies out because it kind

of went with our theme to make
it real chill and hippie and fun,
just to get some attention for
Sustainability Week.”
Sustainable Carolina is made
up of graduate assistants and
undergraduate interns who are
divided into teams that focus
on t h ings such as rec ycling,
gardening and environmental
action, among others.
The t ie-dye event was
scheduled to run from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. but the almost 200
T-shirts were gone by noon,
cutting the event short.
“A nd it’s great for us to get
our message out because while
they’re tie-dyeing we talk about
what else is going on and we say
who our group is and why we’re
even doing this,” Patton said. “I
think that we got a lot of positive
attention from it.”
Patton attributes the increased
at t e nt ion t o t he Fi r s t-Ye a r
Reading Experience, which was
“ No I mpac t M a n” by Col i n
Beavan. “No Impact Man” is the
story of Beavan, his wife and his
young daughter, who for one year,

loestrin: $15
pay less for birth control
RUGHU©UH½OOV©online
use your carolina card
park in a reserved space
visit the campus pharmacy
thomson student health center
www.sa.sc.edu/shs 803.777.4890

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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Sustainable Carolina hosted a tie-dye T-shirt event Monday on the Russell House Patio to kick off Sustainability Week.

DEGREE ● Continued from 1
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

attempted to make zero impact
on the environment while living
in the middle of Manhattan.
“So Sustainabilit y Week in
general is promoting the firstyear reading theme,” Patton said.
“Sustainable Carolina works to
actively try to create a campus up
to its peer institutions in terms
of sustainability and beyond that.
A nd Carolina has done some
amazing stuff. We’re one of the
leaders in green initiatives. And
just the fact that we’re doing ‘No
Impact Man’ as a campuswide
initiative is really exciting. And
we’re just promoting that.”
Some ot her e vent s of t he
week include a sustainable jobs
presentation on Tuesday from
4 to 5 p.m. in West (Green)
Quad and a Sustainability Fair
on Thursday from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. on t he Russell House
Patio that will feature student
organizations to spread awareness
of opportunities for students in
the environmental movement.

degree, t ypically seen as the top honor for any
university. But those nominees then face approval from
several committees and the board of trustees.
“Honorary degree choices will never satisfy 100
percent of the audience,” Pastides said. “But we try to
seek balance and consider all nominations.”
After the controversy last spring, Pastides met with
current Student Body President Joe Wright, former
Student Body Vice President Taylor Cain , former
senior columnist for The Daily Gamecock Hakeem
Jefferson and former President of Pastafarians Andrew
Cederdahl . Tommy Stepp, secretary of the board
of trustees, and Jerry Brewer, USC’s associate vice
president for Student Affairs, also attended the meeting.
The move was cheered by the four students.
“This is an example of what happens when students

stand up, even in the face of the status quo, and say,
‘Hold on, this is what we believe,’” Jefferson said.
“Students need to recognize they have a voice if they
choose to use it. This is a great example of that.”
Jefferson said this move would hopefully prevent the
university from awarding honorary degrees to people
“simply because of their connections to the board of
trustees even though their values don’t align with the
Carolina Creed.”
Wright praised the university for giving students a
“more active role” in what was previously a shrouded
process.
“Before this happened, no one even knew the process
as to how someone got a honorary degree,” Wright said.

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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WriteCheck verifies originality of students’ work
Website runs papers
through database
for plagiarism
Sarah Ellis

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

This article is 100 percent
not plagiarized.
A nd for a fee, it cou ld
be run through a database
consisting of billions of Web
pages, millions of academic
papers and tens of thousands
of media publications and
articles in order to verify its
originality.
St udent s ca n do t he
same for school essays
u s i n g Wr it e C he c k . c o m .
Developed by t he sa me
pa rent compa ny a s t he
widely used Turnitin.com,
a site by which instructors
can verif y t he originalit y
of t he i r s t ude nt s’ work ,
WriteCheck claims to help
students avoid unintentional

plag iar ism, wh ile also
offering spelling, grammar
and style suggestions.
Wr iteCheck sca ns
st udent s’ subm issions
through the same database as
Turnitin, and using “pattern
recognition” technology, it
provides users with a report
that includes a “Similarity
Score,” wh ich show s t he
p ercent age of si m i la r it y
b e t w e e n a s t u d e nt ’s
submission and the sources
in the Turnitin database.
T ho u g h Wr it e C he c k
professes academic integrity
as its goal, the site’s purpose
and abilities have raised some
et h ica l quest ions. W h ile
some users may ut il ize
t he WriteCheck resource
to avoid u n i ntent iona l
plagiarism, in accordance
with the site’s stated mission,
c r i t i c s s a y Wr i t e C h e c k
could also allow st udents
the opportunity to cover up
intentional plagiarism.

Jou r na l ism profe s sor
R icha rd Moore sa id t hat
the ethics of using the site
depend on the user’s intent.
“If you use the site as a
resou rce, not hav i ng t he
intention of circumventing
a c a d e m i c h o n e s t y, t h e n
yeah, it’s OK,” Moore said.
“If you have an assignment
and you can’t do your own
original work, no website in
the world can save you from
your consequences.”
Kelly Eifer t, director
of the Office of Academic
Integrity, said WriteCheck,
“like any sof t ware t hat is
ava i lable ... may be u sed
inappropriately.”
She urged USC students
to t a ke adva nt age of t he
resources offered on campus
to improve their writing and
to ensu re t heir academ ic
integrity.
“I t h in k t here are ver y
good, f ree ser v ices for
students on campus already

who may struggle with their
writing or even struggle with
citation,” Eifert said. “The
Writing Center is available
for that kind of help, as are
the students’ professors.
“A c adem ic i nteg r it y is
at the heart of education. I
would encourage students
to uphold the tenets of the
Carolinian Creed and utilize
t he m a ny f ree re sou rce s
that are available to them
on campus to help them be
successful students here at
Carolina.”
M a ny st udent s at USC
were u nfam iliar w it h
Wr iteCheck when asked.
Fi r st-yea r pre -pha r m ac y
st udent Ma r y Bet h K i ng
said some of her high school
teachers had used Turnitin,
but she had never heard of
WriteCheck.
“It would be cool to do
it just to see if any of your
unplagiarized work came up
as [accidentally] plagiarized,”

K ing said. “But I wouldn’t
pay for it.”
A nd Wr it e C he c k ’s
plagiarism prevention does
comes with a price tag. Users
must purchase “credits” for
their submissions. The site
offers single paper credits
f o r $ 6 .95 , g o o d f o r t h e
s ubm is sion of one paper
of up to 5,000 words and
up to three resubmissions
of t he same paper. Users
also have the option of the
$24.95 “Basic Package” and
f ive paper credits , or t he
“Volume Package,” wort h
$59.95 and 20 paper credits,
each of which also includes
t h ree re s ubm i s s ion s p er
document.
“You might as well just
write the paper instead of
going through all that just to
make it not look plagiarized,”
King said.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

ATM alarm set off
Police officers and firefighters arrived at
Russell House Monday around 4:30 p.m. in
response to an ATM alarm going off.
Capt. Eric Grabski, associate director of
USC’s Division of Law Enforcement and
Safety, said someone triggered the alarm
by accident. Interviewed firefighters said
someone pushed too many buttons.
— Staff report

Photos by Parker Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

MELVIN ● Continued from 1
“Craig had done some really great
work, and we though it was as good as
anything we had done with our full-time
professional staff,” Covington said. “So
we sort of made an unorthodox decision.
We entered this high school journalist’s
work into the state AP competition.”
Melvin’s win came as a surprise, as
he didn’t know that his work had been
submitted. Covington said it was the
fi rst time any high school student had
won a state AP award.
Mel v i n s t ud ie d g over n me nt at
Wofford College and worked as a parttime summer employee at WIS. When
Melvin graduated, Covington hired
him and later named him the associate
producer for the sunrise newscast, a job
that required him to go to work at 3 or
4 a.m.
“Randy rolled t he dice on a k id
without a journalism degree, whose
training at this point was very limited
but who was eager and hungry,” Melvin
said. “I will be forever indebted to him.”
After Covington left WIS in 2001
to join the university, Melvin moved
up to become an evening news anchor.
In that position, he won an Emmy
Award and was named “Best Anchor”
by the South Carolina Broadcaster’s
Association. Melvin said Columbia was
a great place to start out in journalism
because ridiculous state politics often
made great stories.
He said WIS’s respect in the broadcast

For the full list of I-Comm week events go to

dailygamecock.com/news
journalism community aided his career
tremendously.
“WIS is one of the few stations left
in this country — and when I say few,
I mean less than 10 — that can brag
and boast about its dominance for 50
years,” Melvin said. “They launched a 4
o’clock newscast at that station. No one
does that, but they do it because people
watch.”
Melv i n lef t W IS to become a n
anchor at WRC , an NBC affiliate in
Washington, D.C.
He joined MSNBC in July. Melvin
discussed the differences between the
national and local broadcast scenes,
saying the massive number of people
working on MSNBC stories compared
to WIS stories introduced a unique set
of benefits and challenges.
“I’d fi nish a newscast, and I’d have a
voice mail from an old teacher or an old
high school buddy who saw something
and took issue with it or wanted to
correct me on it,” Melvin said. “But now
it’s different, the field is much larger
and mistakes are magnified. I could get
something small wrong in Columbia
and it not be a big deal. I get something
small wrong here, it’s a big deal, as it
should be.”

Melvin remembers going down to
Five Points with his colleagues as a
young reporter and frequenting his
favorite bars Jake’s and Bar None. He
also misses Gamecock football.
“I was telling somebody Saturday,
before you guys blew it, that I was down
there every year saying, ‘Things are
going to be great!’” Melvin said. “And
then two or three games into the season
you realize this is not going to be the
year; this is going to be another one of
those rebuilding years. This is a time
of year in Columbia where you got
the State Fair going on, you got your
Gamecocks playing every Saturday, it’s
not 112 degrees every day — this is one
of my favorite times of year in the city.”
Bu t Me l v i n s a id t he t h i n g he
missed most of was his family. His
parent s a nd most of h is ex tended
family still live in South Carolina.
Charles Bierbauer, dean of the College of
Mass Communications and Information
Studies, said he was glad to give Melvin

a homecoming.
“Melvin has had a rather rapid career
rise, from Columbia to Washington to
New York,” Bierbauer said. “He was the
youngest, rawest kid on the air, but he
had personality, smarts and the ability
to tell a story, which is what television
and journalism is all about. I’ve been
able to watch him grow.”
Covington said he was “very proud
to have played a small part in [Melvin’s]
early career.”
Melvin stressed at the end of the
interview that while technology may be
changing the journalism industry both
at the local and national levels, the job of
the reporter is still to tell stories. He said
journalism is undervalued nowadays.
“What worries me sometimes is that
young people who are in school look
at journalism and say, ‘It’s all biased,
you can’t make any money, it’s just not
worth it, blah, blah, blah,’ and as a result
we end up getting people graduating
at the bottom of their classes who can
barely put sentences together,” Melvin
said. “That’s not the case here, but
that’s the case at some local newsrooms.
Hopefully there is a resurgence.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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Constant errors show
TicketReturn must go
Students who attended the Auburn game
this weekend woke to a rousing email barring
them from future tickets for the season. The
culprit? A scanner at Gate 25 that wasn’t
hooked into the right systems.
Much like our team’s woes on the field,
ticketing seems to be much of the same —
h igh ex pec t at ion s ,
“To us, 20 lackluster results.
Except t his t ime,
notepads
u n iversit y of f icials
and pens
a r e n’t t o b l a me .
at the gates L o o k n o f u r t h e r
t han cont racted
to sign in
third-party company
sounds like T i c k e t R e t u r n . It s
seemingly rigid system
a better
simply doesn’t fit the
solution.”
needs of our students.
The system failed to
interface properly at the Auburn game, and
the lingering issues with upper-deck tickets
cannot be resolved by changing the design
of the ticket, as TicketReturn simply doesn’t
allow it. At $23,000 students deserve, and
need, better service, flexibility and reliability.
Ticketmaster seems like a likely candidate
to pick up the slack where TicketReturn left
off, but we’d encourage university officials
to explore other options as well. To us, 20
notepads and pens at the gates to sign in
sounds like a better solution right now.
We’d be remiss if we didn’t also applaud the
university for taking the right steps to right
the 1,400-person mistake in a timely manner.
The issue was resolved within the day, and
they adjusted the lottery schedule accordingly
to ensure a fair requesting period.
W h i le com mu n ic at ion at wa s f i r st
lackluster, by the end of the day most were
well informed. Special credit goes to Adrienne
White, coordinator of student tickets at USC.
Would you want to handle hundreds of irate
students complaining about an issue you can’t
control? We wouldn’t, but she did so with
class and patience.
This saga isn’t over, there are still four more
home games, and we’ll have to suffer with
TicketReturn for the rest of the season. But
we can only hope we can move forward, and
not backward, from here.
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African economy priority over democracy
Developed countries
must work with continent
Being the last continent left with a
plethora of untapped resources and a
lot of room to grow, Africa has been
under the careful and constant watch
of many developed and developing
countries for decades.
W hile some countries, such as
China, are eyeing Africa’s abundant
natural resources, the West is largely
c onc er ne d w it h helpi ng A f r ic a
transition in its political systems,
specif ically toward
democracy.
In many countries in
Africa, both political
and economic systems
are in apparent need
of major revision and
improvement. But in
Alice
a world where stable
Chang
Second-year
political structures and
international
a successful economy
business student
are linked together in
an intricate web, t he
question of what to fi x fi rst does not
always come with a simple answer.
At present, many cou nt ries in
Africa are already working on the
establishment of democracy, a prime
example being the Libyan overthrow
of former ruler Moammar Gadhafi.
Tunisia and Egypt have also recently
engaged in revolutions for democracy.
However, what these countries, and
others that wish to see a democratized
and prosperous Africa, must keep in
mind is that a simple transition to
democracy, be it via revolution or
some other method, doesn’t guarantee
successful democratization.
In order for a democratic system
to provide the ideal benefits to the

citizens, it first has to survive.
A country must first ensure that
it has secure enough conditions in
which the democracy can continue,
cond it ion s t h at la rgely i nvolve
socioeconomic stability. When the
Libyan people first overthrew Gadhafi
in 2010, the celebration was followed
by disarray, and the question of “what
to do next” was on everyone’s minds.
To date, Libya still has not found
an answer, and speculations of civil
war are now pending in the air.
Wit hout some degree of
organization first, there is a high
chance that a country in its social
chaos or poverty will relapse back
into an authoritarian regime, turning
to the power of a leader or group of
leaders to bring the people back into a
stable system.
When such concerns exist, there
is a lso a g reater need f rom t he
citizens to share their voices and a
call to maintain democracy, giving
a democratic system the chance to
thrive and further its benefits to other
sectors of a country.
Finally, the West, if it wishes to
assist Africa and other developing
countries in their socioeconomic
growth, should also remember that
democrac y does not necessa r i ly
precede wealth.
Rat her, it is of ten wealt h t hat
precedes the success of democracy.
These developed countries should
f i nd ways to work econom ically
w it h cou nt r ie s i n A f r ic a t hat
would be mutually benef icial but
non-exploitative.
Only by first bringing a country
out of poverty in an ethical manner
can the world hope to see continued
success in other institutions.

Freshmen and other students
should not hate their nosy families
a nd shou ld instead embrace
frequent communication with
their parents.
A lmost ever y
d ay, I receive a
loving text message
from my mother
a s k i n g how I ’m
doing, paired
with two to three
Chris Rosa weekly phone calls
First-year print
with the purpose of
journalism
checking up on me.
student
I ’ve t a l ked to
severa l st udent s
who are dealing with similar
overzealous parents, and they hate
it. But I love it. I love that my
parents constantly want to know
how I am doing.
At times, it feels like I am
on another planet, and my life
of the past has been completely
obl iterated. T he f requent
r e m i nd e r of ho m e i s b o t h
comforting and reassuring that
everything is going to be OK.
I’ve witnessed firsthand the
classic college freshman who
goes crazy once away from the
watchful eye of his or her parents.
Knowing my parents are still with
me electronically is the incentive
I need to stay on the right track,
keep my studies up and avoid the
temptations of college.
Also, knowing that I’m still
on the minds of my family is
heartening. At times, it feels like
I’m completely bereft from their
lives; their communication, albeit
mostly coming from within a
cellphone, reminds me that they
are still my family.
For t hose of you who feel
suppre ssed by t he const a nt
phone calls, text messages, Skype
sessions and Facebook wall posts
from your parents and family
members, put the communication
in perspective — you have a
family that loves you, cares about
you and wants to make sure you
are staying the course.

Public education system biggest threat to US
Infrastructure, lack of funding leaves
poor behind, rich to pay for themselves
As I watched the documentary “Waiting for
‘Superman’” over the weekend, I realized that
America’s public school system is the greatest threat
to national security. Not al-Qaida , Iran , Iraq or
Afghanistan. It reminded me of the documentary
“Corridor of Shame,” although the former differed
from the latter by shifting the focus from rural
school districts without proper funds to large urban
and suburban school districts that have resources yet
still fail our children.
The documentary focused on how lottery systems
are used to determine which children will attend the
best schools and how teachers’ unions sometimes
create impediments to our children’s education.
Although we would all like to believe that we send
our children off to school in a safe environment
receiving the best quality education, for far too
many Americans this is a lie.

Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin has remarked
on several occasions, “Children don’t fail en masse;
adults fail children en masse,” a sentiment that I
share. However, as Americans we grow up believing
the myth that good neighborhoods
p r o d u c e g o o d s c ho ol s a nd b ad
neighborhoods produce bad schools.
Recent studies are suggesting the
opposite. Bad neighborhoods are bad
because of bad schools, and good
neighborhoods are good because of
Dominique good schools, not vice versa. John
Hopkins University has found that
Grate
Fourth-year
more t ha n 2,0 0 0 A merica n h igh
African American
schools have dropout rates in excess
studies student
of 40 percent . These schools, labeled
“dropout factories,” create chronically
depressed econom ic env iron ment s, l im it i ng
opportunity for economic development, which leads
to fewer jobs, perpetuating the cycles of poverty.
So where do we go from here? We need to
prioritize children’s education and stop allowing

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld be subm it ted v ia e-ma i l
to gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length

politicians to use them as talking points. zbegin by
merging the Departments of Homeland Security, the
Interior and Education as America’s infrastructure
is crumblingand threatenes America’s security.
Though unrealistic, such boldness and innovative
thinking is necessary if we really want to “leave no
child behind” and “race to the top.”
However, I’ve become doubtful that our leaders
in Washington, D.C., or on Gervais, Hampton or
Main streets will be able to do anything to fi x our
education problems.
The responsibility turns to parents, who make
simple decisions to ensure that their children receive
a quality education by sending their children to
private parochial schools instead of failing schools, a
common-sense solution.
However, such an individualistic approach only
divides communities between the rich and poor, as
many individuals don’t have the option of sending
their children to private or parochial schools. So the
rich get good education and good jobs, leaving the
poor behind. So much for being equal.

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will
print the correction in our next issue.

The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper of
the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall and
spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception of
university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily
Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the University
of South Carolina.
The Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher
of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media is the
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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LYMAN SPEAKS ON MUSIC INDUSTRY
Founder of Warped Tour
answers student questions
Sydney Patterson

SPATTERSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Kevin Lyman, founder of the massive
music festival Warped Tour, took the
stage in the Russell House Ballroom
a little after 8 p.m. Monday night and
immediately kicked off his f lip-f lops,
setting the laid-back tone of the entire
night.

T hough Ly m a n is cla s sif ied by
Carolina Productions as a “speaker,”
the first thing he said after getting
comfortable was that he wanted to hear
questions more than anything.
“Yeah, I’ll talk a little bit, but you guys
need to ask some questions; that’s what I
want,” he said.
Forgoing the use of a microphone to
talk to the 40 or so students scattered
around the room, Lyman opened the
night with a brief history of his start in
the music business more than 30 years

Jeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Kevin Lyman, the founder of Warped Tour, spoke at the Russell House Ballroom Monday.

ago.
“It’s weird when you all of the sudden
realize you’ve been doing this for 30
years,” he said.
While managing a weight-loss camp
for girls in Hawaii, Lyman was asked
by a friend to be a stage manager in Los
Angeles. He started setting up shows for
then unknown bands like Black Flag and
Dead Kennedys and forging relationships
in the punk scene. He was eventually
asked to work with the Lollapalooza
festival by another friend from his time
in L.A.
Lyman said one of the most important
tools for anyone in the entertainment
industry is the relationships made along
the way.
“You never know when that guy you
talked to once in that alley behind the
venue will be giving you a job,” Lyman
said.
St ra ngely enough, t hat sit uat ion
seemed to be a r u n n i ng t heme i n
Lyman’s life, as he
listed all the music
“You know you
and entertainment
have those
moments where b u s i n e s s
you think you’re heav y weights he’s
met of f h a nded ly
really up there,
over t he years.
but you have to T h e r e w a s S e a n
learn patience. It P a r k e r, f o u n d e r
doesn’t happen o f N a p s t e r , i n
a park ing lot;
over night. You
Fat M i k e f r o m
can strive for
NOFX in an alley;
that, but don’t
an interest ing
expect it. It
i nt er ac t ion w it h
takes patience
Ice T in a tour bus;
to do well in the and the fact that he
booked shows for
entertainment
the Red Hot Chili
business.”
Peppers way before
they were famous.
“Now you go to their shows, and you
pay $150 just for one ticket. I remember
when I used to pay them that much to
play a whole concert,” he said.
Since that beginning in the music
scene in L.A., Lyman said he’s learned
that not everything will happen in a day.
“You know you have those moments
where you think you’re really up there,
but you have to learn patience,” Lyman
said. “It doesn’t happen over night. You
can strive for that, but don’t expect
it. It takes patience to do well in the
entertainment business.”
Lyman said he felt the atmosphere of
some of the shows from his time in L.A.
— particularly relating to the later times
of the shows — needed to change, and
that’s where he got the idea for Warped
Tour.
“Ninety percent of the problems then
were caused by 10 percent of the people
under the cover of darkness.” Lyman
said. “I just brought it into the daylight.”
Warped Tour’s original planned name
was “The Bomb,” which Lyman said
harkened back to the slang term.
“It was really bad timing, though,
because on the day we were supposed to
LYMAN ● 6
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‘HATE IT OR
LOVE IT’
The Game to perform
at Coliseum Friday
Rapper The Game,
known as a member of
50 Cent’s G-Unit and the
artist behind 2006’s “Hate
It or Love It,” will play a
free show in the Carolina
Coliseum Friday night at 8
p.m., according to Carolina
Productions President Lee
McKagen.
Carolina Productions
will be distributing 2,000
tickets at the Russell House
Information Desk Tuesday
at 9:45 a.m. There will be
an additional 2,000 tickets,
as well as limited floor seats
and wristbands, available
at the Coliseum box office.
The Coliseum box office
is open Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Students, faculty and
staff must have their valid
CarolinaCard. Tickets are
limited to one per ID.
EA Sports will have new
video games “Battlefield
3” and “Madden NFL
12” available to play in
the second-floor Russell
House lobby from 3 to 6
p.m. prior to the concert.
Prizes will be awarded.
Concert doors open at 7
p.m. Friday and the show
begins at 8 p.m.
— Compiled by Chloe
Gould, Mix Editor

‘Gridiron Belle’ addresses football fashion
Christie Leigh Mueller oﬀers
insight on SEC tailgate culture
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Courtesy of gridironbelles.com

Christie Leigh Mueller traveled the SEC for football and fashion book “Gridiron Belles.”

SEC football is a culture in
it s el f. Ever y t h i n g f rom t he
perfectly crafted outfit, complete
w it h t e a m c olor s , p e a rl s a nd
a certain class to the seasonlong
scouted tailgate spot make Saturdays
in the college South an experience
unlike any other.
Christ ie Leigh Mueller, a selfprocla i med Kent uck y Bel le , has
given women a look into the sport
behind t he black dresses, bows
and Southern spirit in her book
“Gridiron Belles: A Gu ide to
Saturdays in Dixie.”
“I really stress the game in
a way t hat men a nd women
can speak t he same lang uage
on Saturdays,” Mueller said. “I
equate the game to getting ready
and how many outfits you try on.”
The book, which breaks down
t he log ist ic s of t he spor t , wh ile
offering tailgating and etiquette tips
for gameday, started as a birthday
present for one of Mueller’s friends
in college.
Both girls were students at Rhodes

College in Memphis, Tenn., when
the author’s friend was hoping to
win over her football-loving crush.
Mueller, having grown up a dedicated
fan of her high school team, outlined
all the ins and outs of the sport in
a handmade, pink- and pearl-clad
fl ipbook.
“I didn’t realize all Southern belles
d id n’t k now football l ike I d id,”
Mueller said.
A f t er s he g r adu at e d , Muel ler
t raveled to all t he schools in t he
SEC, attending tailgates and games
to perfect her guide to the game and
region’s fan culture.
“It takes people out of reality one
day a week,” Mueller said. “It was a
make-believe world I was happy to be
a part of.”
A nd after attending the 12 SEC
universities, she said the towns and
t heir Sat u rday fa n lives were all
equally memorable.
“I’ve never had a bad experience
at an SEC school,” Mueller said. “I
equate it to having a favorite child.
Even if you have one, you never admit
it. There’s something special about
each one.”
Although Mueller didn’t attend an
SEC school, she grew up an Auburn
fan and started shaping her football
BELLES ● 6
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‘The Guard’ plays off script’s sharp wit
Cheadle, Gleeson character relationship
provides basis for new comedy thriller
Neal Hughes

NHUGHES@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“The Guard”
PLAYING AT NICKELODEON

B

Director: John Michael
McDonagh
Starring: Brendan Gleeson, Don
Cheadle, Mark Strong
Rating: R for pervasive language,
violence, drug material, sexual content
“The Guard” can essentially be broken down to
an exercise in dialogue. Outside the sharp wit of
the script, there is not much more to the movie.
Luck ily, t he laughs a re f requent a nd t he
dialogue is so well written that certain flaws, such
as the fi lm’s pacing, are quickly overshadowed.
D i r e c t e d a nd w r it t e n b y Joh n M ic h ae l
McDonagh (“Ned Kelly” (2003)), “The Guard” is
full of the darkest brand of Irish humor that kicks
harder than a shot of Jameson.
Sgt. Gerry Boyle (Brendan Gleeson) is cop in
a damp, rural Irish village (rural being a slight
understatement — sheep most likely outnumber
people), who breaks the law more severely than
the people he arrests.
W hen called in to investigate a killing of a
John Doe, Boyle initially writes the killing off as
an act of religious fanaticism and doesn’t think
much of it. However, after being forced to attend
a briefi ng about $500 million worth of cocaine
being smuggled through his village, Boyle starts
to make the connection.
Pairing up with FBI agent Wendell Everett
(Don Cheadle), he and Everett begin to search for
the smugglers and unearth the nastier side of the
quaint village, all while creating one of the oddest
pairings in buddy-cop history.
“The Guard” immediately sparks comparisons
to “In Bruges” (2008), directed by McDonagh’s
brother Martin. Seeing as they were written and
directed by brothers, it is clear that the two have
almost the same sense of humor, both relying on
irreverent quips for the basis of their laughs.
However, where they differ is that “The Guard”
actually visits the generic buddy-cop premise with
the white cop/black cop dynamic that has given
the world “Lethal Weapon” (1987) and “Beverly
Hills Cop” (1984), and expands on it in an almost
satirical fashion.
Gleeson a nd Cheadle play of f each ot her
well, but McDonagh ups the stakes with some
racial humor that may make viewers feel a bit
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announce the name of the tour, the
Oklahoma City bombing happened,”
he said.
I n a not he r i n s t a nc e of p a s t
friendships coming into play, Lyman
asked the owner of now-def unct
Warp Magazine if he could use the
name for his music festival.
The festival had its first run in
1994, a year that Lyman said probably
should have been the end of Warped
Tour due to its lack of success. Before
the start of the second year, Lyman
said he “had 15 minutes with the
guy from Vans.” He convinced thenPresident Christopher Staff that
pairing the music festival and Vans’
skateboarding persona would lead
to profit for both of the companies.
With substantial financial backing
from Vans, Warped Tour reached
many more cit ies and had more
success after its second year.
A fter the brief histor y lesson,
Lyman opened the floor to audience
questions. Many students asked how

uncomfortable. In fact, many of the jokes have
a certain guilt associated with them because of
either their subject matter or lack of discretion.
“The Guard” is a ver y minimalist picture,
lacking any frills or forced excitement. Instead,
it takes its time reveling in character interaction
instead of plot happenings.
At times, this can be extremely entertaining,
with the jokes typically earning huge laughs, but
it also makes the fi lm feel incomplete.
It is w it t y, bordering on t he ext reme and
oversaturated, with jokes having the priority over
plot development and character creation. With so
much of the movie being dialogue, “The Guard”
could easily be adapted into a play.
“The Guard” plays off the intrigue of Cheadle
and Gleeson’s relationship using that as a crux for
the fi lm.
Luck ily, Gleeson plays h is character well
enough to avoid being offensive and generates
enough charm that it carries the fi lm.
“The Guard” is bitingly funny and is destined
to become a cult hit. Viewers who enjoy a smart
script and have an open mind will be drawn to
“The Guard,” but as far as a mainstream audience,

the fi lm might play too slow and have too subtle
of humor.
But it does not hold back any of the morbidity
or profanity, making it that much more enjoyable.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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Top: Don Cheadle (left) and Brendan Gleeson star FBI agent Wendell Evertt and Sgt. Gerry Boyle in “The Guard.”

they could find a way into the music
business, and ot hers quest ioned
Lyman’s current choices for Warped
Tour lineups.
“I bring what I like to hear,” he
said. “I also pay a lot of attention
to the booking agents and people
working with bands. I want to work
with people I like, so I do.”
Lyman named blink-182 as his
favorite band that he discovered
t h r o u g h Wa r p e d To u r , a n d
welcomed those looking to bring
their own band on Warped Tour to
email him at his personal email, even
giving it out to the crowd.
Lyman still goes out on every tour,
and said he still loves his job as much
as he did when he started.
“Every day, I get up and do what I
love,” he said. “The day you get out
of the music business if the day you
don’t get goose bumps opening the
doors [for a show].”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

GET YOUR FLU VACCINE AT ONE OF THESE CLINICS!
Sep 29: 10 am – 2 pm: Russell House rooms 302/304
Oct 4:ϵĂŵʹϰ͗ϯϬƉŵ͗ZƵƐƐĞůů,ŽƵƐĞƉĂƟŽ
$15 for students
Oct 5:ϵĂŵʹŶŽŽŶ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ
$25 ĨŽƌĨĂĐƵůƚǇͬƐƚĂī Oct 6͗ϵĂŵʹŶŽŽŶ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ
Oct 7: noon – 6 pm: DRIVE THROUGH FLU SHOTS at the
You must bring your Colonial Life Center parking lot
Oct 11: 5 – 8 pm: Russell House desk across from Freshens
Carolina Card!
Oct 12:ϵĂŵʹŶŽŽŶ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ
Oct 13: 4:30 – 6:30 pm: Bates House outside the cafeteria
Oct 18: 5 – 8 pm: Capstone/Columbia Hall outside cafeteria
Oct 19: 10 am – 2 pm: BA (Close/Hipp) building main lobby
Oct 24:ϮʹϱƉŵ͗ZƵƐƐĞůů,ŽƵƐĞďĂĐŬƉĂƟŽ
Oct 25:ϵĂŵʹŶŽŽŶ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ
Oct 26: 10 am – 2 pm: BA (Close/Hipp) building main lobby
Oct 27:ŶŽŽŶʹϯƉŵ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ
Nov 1:ŶŽŽŶʹϯƉŵ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ
Nov 2: 4 – 6:30 pm: Greek Village, Alpha Delta Pi house
ǁǁǁ͘ƐĂ͘ƐĐ͘ĞĚƵͬƐŚƐͬŇƵ Nov 3:ϵĂŵʹϮƉŵ͗dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌƉĂƟŽ

BELLES ● Continued from 5
etiquette following the hometown
high school team. She remembered
saving all of her birthday money to
buy the perfect green and gold (the
high school team’s colors) outfit for
the game, and said that’s where her
interest in the fashion behind the
field began.
Mueller recommended keeping the
comfort factor in mind on gameday,
while still adding a dressed-up flair
to your look.
“It should be a very put-together
comfortable,” Mueller said. “You’re
in your outfit all day, from 10 a.m.
Bloody Marys to dinner after the
game — you have to be comfortable
but chic.”
And to all those Southern belles
who keep a stack of school color
T-shirts on tap, Mueller said to
think twice.
“I want to emphasize comfortable
doesn’t mean casual,” Mueller said.
“No T-shirts and old pairs of jeans.”
Tailgate-hopping and bleacher
seats extend the comfort outlook
down to footwear as well.
“Heels are fi ne, but bring another
pair of flats in your purse,” Mueller
said. “Or wear (the heels) all day, but
they’re not a reason to complain to

your date or go home early.”
“Gridiron Belles” is not only a
g uide for t hose look ing to learn
more about the game but also for
people who “don’t want to be football
people” but fi nd themselves stuck at
a tailgate or game, Mueller said.
“It’s geared for college students
who want to understand the game,
and good for girls who don’t want to
be ‘football widows,’” Mueller said.
Mueller attended her fifth SEC
game of the season Saturday, making
the trip to Columbia for the Auburn
showdown. She plans to go to seven
more schools this season, promoting
“Gridiron Belles” along the way.
The book is available on the selfemployed et iquet te consu lta nt’s
website gridironbelles.com.
“My closing note to belles is don’t
get upset when your boyfriend wants
to watch the game or is upset after
the game,” Mueller said. “Give him
the night to cool off, and after you
read the book, you’ll understand.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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HOUSING

Biology Tutor
MS student av. for bio tutoring.
Grp rates av. Call 803.671.2145

EMPLOYMENT
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253
Bartender positions available
for busy 5 points bar. Must have
experience. Contact Peter at
917-285-6631

it’s
not
’s
fault

SERVICES

3BD, 2BA one mile to USC, Old
Shandon,fenced yard. 318-0729
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LINE AD RATES

by TheShelterPetProject.org

1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 7-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury cruise
with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of 13
resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.
BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

6$9($/,)('21·7'5,9(+20(%8==('
%8==(''5,9,1*,6'581.'5,9,1*

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication
Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

TODAY

Know how to

design?
We need you.

BROGAN SFIRRI
7:30 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $5
Conundrum Music Hall, 626
Meeting St.

TODAY

TOMORROW

NEW MUSIC NIGHT: TWO PEOPLE PLAYING
MUSIC, THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP
6:45 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

KILLER BEN, YUNG FRESH, KASPER
6:30 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

ROCKER’S NIGHT OUT
9 p.m., free
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St.

“THE GUARD”
3 p.m. / 5:30 p.m. / 8 p.m., $6.50
students / $7.50 general
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
10/04/11

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

10/04/11

1 2 3 4

for 10/03/11

ACROSS
1 Cellar process
6 Incline
10 Shady plan
14 Hilo veranda
15 Freshly
16 Scrabble piece
17 Panache
18 He caught Don’s
1956 World
Series perfect
game
19 Bickering
20 *Miss
23 Tolkien’s Elrond,
e.g.
26 One way to pace
27 Hold dear
28 *Simulated living
room feature
32 Confounds
33 Poem of the
countryside
34 Fort Meadebased
govt. org.
37 Standards,
brieﬂy
38 Ottoman ofﬁcer
39 Dan Patrick’s
channel, formerly
40 Portland-toBoise dir.
41 Frosh, next year
43 Scientiﬁc __
45 *Feature of many
Bee Gees songs
48 Respectful
address
49 Louis XIV, par
exemple
50 Some 12-yd.
soccer shots
51 Headline that
would shock the
Internet
community (or,
put another way,
hint to the
divided word in
each of the
answers to
starred clues)
55 Takes steps
56 Land of Rama I
57 Poke
61 Gait slower than
a canter
62 ’Enry’s greeting
63 More-thandisappointing
crowd?
64 Miffed
65 Textile worker
66 Amarillo’s home

DOWN
1 The Tanners’
adoptee, on TV
2 Lass
3 Garten of the
Food Network
4 Newbie
5 Long-necked
mammal
6 Five-time
Grammy winner
James
7 Playing a ﬁfth
qtr., say
8 Kid’s building
block
9 Reinforced, as
some dust bags
10 Radio
interference
11 Immigrant test
taker’s goal
12 Rocker Cooper
13 Dole (out)
21 Pupil’s place
22 Uttered
23 Online airline
deal
24 Fills with cargo
25 Arbitrary
allowance for
error
29 T-shirt sizes, for
short
30 Black ball
31 BlackBerry Bold,

Solutions from 10/03/11

e.g.
35 Logical character
36 Aconcagua is its
highest peak
38 Mimic
39 Command for
DDE
41 Generous slice
42 Diffused through
a membrane
43 Night light
44 Clear
46 Carol opening
47 Aftershock
48 Computer
shortcut

51 Domino’s
nickname
52 Slick
53 Curly cabbage
54 Gin ﬂavoring
58 Spar in the ring
59 Stop __ dime
60 Filmmaker
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THE ROAD TO ATLANTA:

Where the SEC championship race stands

James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

October is here. Accordingly, it’s time to start taking
stock in the Southeastern Conference championship stake.
Each of the league’s 12 members has played at
least one conference game, and we now know enough
about each team to form educated opinions on who
has a shot to play in Atlanta on Dec. 3 in the 20th SEC
Championship Game, and who doesn’t.
Here’s what the road to Atlanta looks like:

WESTERN DIVISION
In the driver’s seat: LSU (2-0) and Alabama (2-0)
The nation’s top two teams according to the most
recent Associated Press poll, both No. 1 LSU and No.
2 Alabama have looked downright dominant so far. The
Nov. 5 meeting between the two teams in Tuscaloosa
will be one of the most anticipated games in SEC
history.
Whoever wins the game will almost assuredly win
the West, the SEC title game and, as history tells us,
the BCS national championship.
Very much in it: Arkansas (0-1)
All that being said, don’t sleep on the Razorbacks
just yet. If Arkansas can get past No. 15 Auburn this
weekend, its schedule opens up quite a bit. A favorable
five-game stretch — at Ole Miss and Vanderbilt before
three home games against USC, Tennessee and
Mississippi State — could easily have the Hogs at 6-1 in
the SEC heading into their Black Friday clash in Baton
Rouge against LSU.
If Arkansas wins that one and somehow Alabama
loses twice (crazier things have happened), it is headed
off to Atlanta.
Won’t win it but will have say in who does:
Auburn (2-0) and Mississippi State (0-3)
The Tigers likely don’t have the firepower to get out
of a hellacious October without multiple losses. But
they still have yet to play Alabama, Arkansas and LSU.
So if anyone is going to shake up the West race with an
upset, it will be Auburn.
Mississippi State has fallen flat on its face after
entering the season to tremendous hype. But the
Bulldogs will host Alabama on Nov. 12 — a week
after the Alabama–LSU game — in what might be
the game that swings the division. If Alabama loses
to LSU and then falls into a trap game in Starkville,
LSU takes a stranglehold on the race while Arkansas
suddenly has an opening. At the same time, State could
derail Arkansas’ slight hopes as well when it travels to
Fayetteville on Nov. 19.
Forget about it: Ole Miss (0-2)
The Rebels’ next three games: home against Alabama
and Arkansas before traveling to Auburn. Not even
Houston Nutt could pull off that miracle.

EASTERN DIVISION
In the driver’s seat: Georgia (2-1)
Yes, the Bulldogs have already lost to South
Carolina head-to-head . But look at Georgia’s
schedule and you’ll see the clearest road to the
Georgia Dome. UGA has only two true road games
remaining (at Tennessee this week and at Vanderbilt
on Oct. 15 ), and it plays the only two remaining

Gary W. Green / Orlando Sentinel

Trent Richardson (right) and Alabama are now ranked No. 2 after a dominating win over Florida in Gainesville.
ranked teams on its schedule (Auburn and Florida)
at home and on a neutral field in Jacksonville,
respectively. Lowly Kent uck y rounds out the
remaining SEC slate.
It’s very possible Georgia wins out and finishes 7-1
in the SEC. That’s tough to beat.
Very much in it: South Carolina (2-1)
Not all hope is lost for the Gamecocks. The next
three games (home against Kentucky, at Mississippi
State and at Tennessee) are winnable no matter
who is the quarterback. And while the Nov. 5 game
at Arkansas will be difficult to win, a 5-2 mark
heading into the SEC season fi nale against Florida
in Columbia would definitely give USC a chance
at another division title. It just would be a matter
of whether a win over the Gators would be good
enough, or if USC would need Auburn to upset
Georgia that same Saturday to get back to Atlanta.
The Gamecocks’ goal should be to win out. Do
that, and the division is theirs no matter what.
Won’t win it, but will have say in who does:
Florida (2-1) and Tennessee (0-1)
Florida and Tennessee both still have yet to play
Georgia and USC and are in position to play a major
role in the divisional race. Florida itself isn’t likely to
be in contention because of its personnel issues —

starting quarterback John Brantley out indefi nitely
with what is reportedly a high ankle sprain — and
upcoming schedule. October won’t be easy for the
Gators — they are at LSU this weekend, at Auburn
on Oct. 15 and then face Georgia in the Cocktail
Party on Oct. 29 with a bye the week prior. Chances
are UF exits that stretch with at least two more
conferences losses, if not three.
Tennessee has talent, but it lacks the depth needed
to win a division title right now. Plus this weekend’s
game against Georgia is the start of a brutal fourgame stretch. After the Bulldogs, UT hosts LSU on
Oct. 15, travels to Alabama on Oct. 22 and then hosts
USC on Oct. 29. Like Florida, that’s at least two and
possibly three or four SEC losses right there.
Forget about it: Vanderbilt (1-1) and Kentucky
(0-2)
Vandy is about to crash back to Earth with
upcom ing games against A labama , Georg ia ,
A rkansas and Florida . Kent uck y’s remaining
schedule is by no means daunting, but it’s hard to see
UK finding an offense in time to reel off a bunch of
wins.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

USC bounces back against Vandy
Gamecocks rally on national
television after falling to UK
Ryan Velasquez

RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Nearly 48 hours after being shut out
by Kentucky, South Carolina’s offense
came back to life in Sunday’s matchup
against Vanderbilt.
Playing before a national audience
on ESPNU, the Gamecocks scored
twice in the first five minutes and
ne ver lo ok e d b ac k f r om t her e ,
rebounding from a 1-0 defeat on
Friday to knock off the Commodores
3-0.
“ You go t h rough t hat drought
where you just feel like you can’t
score,” coach Shelley Smith said. “We
made a commitment today to turn
that around. I’m very proud of the
way the team responded after Friday’s
disappointment and how they came
out and put [Vanderbilt] away early.”
The first goal came just seconds
into the third minute. Targeted on
an Ali Whitney corner kick, Maria
Petroni drilled a header into the top
right corner for her third goal of the
season, giving Carolina an early 1-0
lead.
Tw o m i n u t e s l a t e r , K o r t n e y
Rhoades fielded the ball just outside
the box on a deflection from another
corner kick and chipped it to Lolly
Holland at the left post. Holland
managed to head it past the gloves
of Vandy keeper Alexa Levick for her
third goal of the year, improving the
lead to 2-0.

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Carolina’s Kayla Grimsley fights for the ball in the Gamecocks’ 1-0 loss to Kentucky.
“[Scoring early] just changes the
game,” Smith said. “It really just
puts a lot of pressure on the team
that’s down, and at the same time,
puts less pressure on the team that’s
scoring. The fact that we had those
opportunities and finished them made
a big difference the rest of the way.”
The Commodores came out strong
in the second half, posting three shots
in the opening minutes while also
earning a pair of corner kicks. The
Gamecocks managed to quell any

comeback attempt, however, keeping
Vandy scoreless over the course of the
short surge.
Freshman keeper Sabrina D’Angelo
provided another impressive showing,
making three saves in the midst of the
shutout, including a crucial deflection
on a long shot in the 42nd minute that
maintained the 2-0 lead.
“She’s just been at the top of her
game,” Smith said. “I guess that’s
what we expect out of her at this point
because of the talent she is and what

she’s done already up to now. She had
another great game, and that shows
what a tremendous keeper she is. She
comes out to play and keeps you in the
game.”
Hermann Trophy candidate Kayla
Grimsley added one more goal in the
waning moments of the match. Going
one-on-one with a Vandy defender,
Grimsley managed to find space on
the left side of the box and fired a
shot into the lower right corner. The
goal was her sixth of the season and
secured the 3-0 victory.
“We came off a tough loss on Friday
where we didn’t come out the way we
wanted to,” Grimsley said. “Coming
out and scoring two goals in the first
five minutes really set the tone and let
everybody know that we were ready to
play today.”
USC’s scoring barrage came after
a 14-shot performance against the
Wildcats that had no goals to show
for it. UK managed to fi nd the back
of the net in the 42nd minute, which
ultimately proved to be the difference
in the match.
“I knew our group would respond
and understand [Friday’s performance]
wasn’t good enough, and they did
that,” Smith said. “That’s the kind
of group they are. They rally around
each other and play hard for each
other. That’s been a theme for them
this year. Hopefully now we’ll just
continue to build on those kinds of
lessons and not have those lapses.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/

