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Five Questions with The Daily Traveler
BEHIND ENEMY LINES:  

1. The back-to-back poor outings against 
Ole Miss and Vandy — a cause for concern in 
Fayetteville? 

The back-to-back bad games are a 
huge red ß ag.

A rk a nsas beat  Ole  M iss  a nd 
Vanderbilt  Ñ teams with a combined 
1-9 SEC record  Ñ by just eight total 
points. The Razorbacks have had 
issues for a lot longer than the last 
two weeks, though.

The Hogs have been outscored 
83-52 in the Þ rst half of their last Þ ve 
games, dating back to the Alabama 
game Sept. 24. Arkansas has faced a 

double-digit deÞ cit in the Þ rst half four times in 
the stretch.

The Razorbacks have come back from three of 
those deÞ cits, losing 38-14 to the Crimson Tide.  
The slow starts are a huge cause for concern 
around Fayetteville, though.

The defense struggles to stop opposing offenses 
in the Þ rst half but plays better in the second half 
after making halftime adjustments.  The offense 
starts slow then turns it on in time to come back.

YouÕve got to think the Þ rst-half struggles will 
cost the Hogs if they donÕt Þ x them soon.

2. How has this team managed without Knile 
Davis?

Losing Davis to a broken ankle in the preseason 
was a huge blow for Arkansas.  His emergence 
keyed the RazorbacksÕ run in the second half of the 
season last year,  and he was going to be counted 
on to help take pressure off f irst-year starting 
quarterback Tyler Wilson. 

Without Davis, the Hogs have struggled to run 
the ball consistently.

Junior Dennis Johnson  is the best running back 
on the team but has lost fumbles in opponentsÕ 
territory the last two weeks  and has a habit of 
Þ nding his way into the doghouse as heÕs emerging. 
Junior Ronnie Wingo  and senior Broderick Green  
have struggled to make consistent impacts.

The lack of a running game has also let opposing 
defenses key in on pressuring quarterback Tyler 
Wilson and disrupting the passing attack.

Arkansas is a one-dimensional team on offense 
and struggled to move the ball against Alabama, 
the other top-10  defense the Razorbacks have faced 
this season. 

3. In what ways are Tyler Wilson  and Ryan 
Mallett  different? Similar?

Wilson and Mallet t can both make all the 
throws. Wilson doesnÕt have the arm strength 
Mallett did and has struggled with underthrowing 
receivers on deep routes at times this season.

Wilson has taken a beating this year working 
behind an offensive line with three f irst-year 
starters. HeÕs been sacked 15 times  but has taken a 

lot of shots as heÕs releasing the ball.
HeÕs a much more mobile quarterback than 

Mallett, and thatÕs helped him evade the pass 
rush. HeÕs a home-state kid that has the respect of 
his teammates and is less showy than Mallett Ñ 
something the fan base likes.

4. Does this team think it can still win the 
West, or is that not in focus at this point? 

Arkansas is still playing to win the West. To 
have that happen, the Razorbacks need LSU to 
beat Alabama, then the Hogs would have to beat 
the Tigers and be ranked highest in the BCS 
standings.

ThatÕs a lot to have to fall in place. 
If Arkansas wants to have a shot at a repeat 

BCS appearance, then beating South Carolina is a 
must. This was a swing game last season, and the 
Razorbacks played their best game in a 41-20 road 
win. 

5. Prediction time — who you got?
Arkansas needs to start fast for the Þ rst time in 

six games if it wants to win.
The matchup of the RazorbacksÕ pass offense 

and South CarolinaÕs secondary should be great. 
Conversely, the Hogs will have to Þ nd a way to 
slow down a GamecocksÕ running attack that didnÕt 
lose a lot of steam without Marcus Lattimore. 

Arkansas is at home. South Carolina has lost 22 
consecutive games on the road to top-10 foes.

Make it 23 Ñ Arkansas, 24-16.   
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The Gamecock sits down 
with Arkansas student paper
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Arkansas cornerback Greg Gatson (left) and the Razorbacks have struggled in the Þ rst half in recent games but are still 7-1 and in the SEC Western Division race.

Vanderbilt at Florida

Texas A&M at Oklahoma

Northwestern at Nebraska

Purdue at Wisconsin

Ole Miss at Kentucky

Arizona State at UCLA

LSU at Alabama

Kansas State at Oklahoma State

Oregon at Washington

South Carolina at Arkansas

Last Week: 8-2

Season: 69-21
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Arkansas 24, USC 21
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USC 21, Arkansas 17
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USC 28, Arkansas 27 

Last Week: 7-3

Season: 64-26

Florida

Oklahoma

Nebraska

Wisconsin

Ole Miss 

Arizona State 

Alabama

Oklahoma State

Oregon 

USC 17, Arkansas 14


