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Letter Report on Ninety Six Pottery Fragments

Description

A 2 1/2 page letter from Ivor Noel Hume, Director/Department of Archaeology at Colonial Williamsburg, to
Richard R. Polhemus at the South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology. In the letter, Noel
Hume states that he can be of little help in identifying the fragments which were in the list sent by
Polhemus on Dec. 14 beyond the identification Polhemus has no doubt already made, although he does
provide some commentary on selected fragments and marks. Following the letter is the eight page
fragment list that was sent to Noel Hume by Polhemus.
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08T OFFiICE D
WILLIAMSBURG, VI

December 20, 1971

Mr. Richard R. Polnemus

Division of Advanced Studies and Research
Institute of ALb&aeologj and Anthropology
Universityv of South Caroliinsg

Columbia, Scuth Carolina 25208

Dear Ricnara:

Thank wvou Tfor your letter of December 14 and Zor
sending us & _ist of the rarked fragments Irom the Nirety
Six size. I am afrzid that I can be of little hergs to you,
for those mersks that are opvious you will ziready nave
identified, while wrose that are osscura are, I tnink,
destined to remain so. As I as sure you are awars, urn2 most
ap-to-date source Zoxr the identification of Englisa ceramic
marxs is Jeifrev Godacon s Zncvcelooedie of British Pociery Enc
Sorcelain Marks, Crown Puslishers, New York, 15064 It should
be remempered when using the book, however, tha is not
comzlete =ndéd that mény MarkKs have peen encou inc:z
Hr . Godden went to press. With that said, the Lowilng
observations mav Or may not be Oof use to you:

1. Thes *J 2% initials seam to me to cry cut
idzntifiez &5 those of John Ellis or Briswol
3¢, Trzcsy, Zor it was Ellis who had <&
sssocizt.ons with South Carolina. Goddespn 4
o= illus—rate this merk, but all too lattle S
cTown a@zout tThe products of the Incioc Porterly ox
zovey Trazcey, and 1t may well bs that unrecordad
—2rks rexzin tTo be encountered.

2. ?% T am ccnvinc2d that this rela..s 0T «o &
#f~ufacturer, pbut to the body and means "3est
2cdy’ .
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rred circles are W
a Sp&ClIlC ranufoce b urer--as indeed

e
those illustrated on vour pags 3.
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anchor mark at the bottom of page 3 is almost




Mr. Richard R. Polhemus -2 - December 20, 1971

certainly that of John Davenport and dates

between 1795 and 1820, with a strong likelihood
that the terminal date is around 1810. I am not too
certain about the date range of the anchor mark,
for it is only datable is association with the

name Davenport, which, according to Godden, can

be dated between 1795 and 1810 when lower case
letters are used. However, in his Illustrated
Encyclopedia of British Pottery and Porcelain,

he shows the early mark in a straight line on

page 117, whereas those that we find are invariably
arched and very much more poorly printed. I

nave a feeling that we have moxre to learn about

the dating and evolution of the Davenport mark.

- DD

5. Top of page 4 This is certainly David

“TCcASTLE ‘
Dunderdale of Castleford and dates Dbetween 1790 and
1820. The "“DD" should read D D & Co.

6. NEALE & Co. Godden places this mark ketween c.1784
$5, though his differs in that the "o" of “Co"
is in upper case. I am a little uncertain about
Godden's attribution of the NEALE & Co mark, for

in his encyclopedia of marked pieces, he refers

to Neale & Co as occurring from 1778-1788, and as
this is the more recent book, one may be inclined

to accent it. I am, of course, very uncertain as

to whether the typesetting of the captions for Figs.
436 and 439 is correct. '

.

7. Anchor (page 6) - I suspect that this, too, is
part of a Davenport mark.

8. Pp. 7-2 All these appear to be& painter's merks
and, therefore, cannot be tied to individual
factories.

The vast majority of your marks are, as I say, those
of either painters or potters and served any one of a
variety of purposes. Some were intended to indicate the
pairings between cups and saucers or entire services. Others
indicate sizes and some identify batches, or an individual
craftsmun's output. I do think, however, that a carcful
study of these kinds of marks in relationchip to tight
archacological dates may be able to contribute something
guite useful, but it would call for a great doal ol work
and a very sizable corpus of cvidence to support chwe date
range for any one of these simple and probubly long usced marks.




Mr. Richard R. Polhemus - 3 - December 20, 1971

Should you decide to take on such a chore, you may be
certain that we will be most happy to assist and to make
our collections available to you at any time.

/'

De %Fment of Archaeology

Enclosure ' -
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Vessal Form
Plate Royal Pattern Diameter 10"

Daep platg, Royal Pattern Diameter 10”

Plate base sherds

'Plate, Royal Pattern Diameter 10"

-
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Platter, Royal Pattern (mark under rim)

Plate, Royal Pattern Diameter 10"
(in conjuection with )

Plato, Royal Patierm Diamétor 10"

326N 2
Ninty-six

Catalog Numter
1A

38 GN 2 - 224C - €9
28 Gl 2 - 225C - L4
28 GN 2 - 2z2LC - 61
28 GN 2 - 22LC - 95
33 GN 2 -~ 224%C = 95
33 GN 2 - 22535 - L1
23 GN 2 ~ 225C - 72
35 GN 2 - 224¢ - 72
3BGN 2 ~-203 - &4
BON2-203 - &

Gy 2 - 224¢C - 56
28 GN 2 - 224C - 65
38 & 2 - 2251 - 35
38 GY 2 - 228A <134

38 GH 2 - 224C - 52

38 GN 2 = 224C-55

38 GN 2 - 224C &7



CREAMWARE - Improssed Marks
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Vessol Fornm

Plato base sherd (no foot ring)

Plate, Royal Pattern

Plate base sherd

Plate base sherd

T

ot Vi

Plate, Royal Pattern Diamster 10"

Plate base sherd

Diameter 10"

B
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225C - 52

225C - 97
22kC - 96

33 GN 2 - 2258 - 104
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v"i Plate base shard

:_ifhPlate, Royal Patt
:_ §Plate base sherd

~ Plato baso sherd

. Plate, Royal Patt"

(in conjune

Plate base shord

38 xxkz 225U 12 G



CREAMWARE «~ Improssad Marks
Mark Vossol Form

Base sherd, form not dotermined

e

"Oval New Royal Salad"
(Vessel form illustrated in
a Ledds pattern book reproduced
in The Leeds Pottery by Donald
Towner) ‘

[P

Ay

Cataloz Nuxzbser

8GN 5~-63

38 GN 2 - 168 - 20




PEARLWARE = Impressed Marks 38 G5 2
' Ninty-six

Mark Vessol Form Catalog Number
HIORCULANIUX » Plato, Bluo Shell Edge Diameter 8 1/4" 38GN 2 -224C -7
> b - -
‘53 Plate bass sherd ' 38 GN 2 - 224C - 20
<y '
Deep Plate base sherd 38 GN 2 - 224C - 24

C Plats, Gresn Edgewars Diameter 10" . 38 GN 2 - 225L =16
) Plate basa sherd 38 G 2 - 2254 - 49
&

o Plate base sherd 38 GN 2 - 2244 - 109
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Mask

&

Pla

Pla
Deeo
Pla

Pla

P Plate, Bluo Edgoware Diameter lo»

te, Groon Shell Edgo Diamoter 9 3/4"

Lo, Bluo Sholl Edgo Diameter ¢ 1/2»
® Plate, Bluo Shell Edge Diajeter 9 1/2¢
ts base sherd .

te fragment, Blue Shell Zdge

\. ; Platter fragrment, Blue Skell Edge

33 Gy

38 ox
38 Gy

33 Gy

38 Gy

38 GN

LAV VI )

M)

Number

- 224C

- 225C

- 2258
- 2252

- 225G

- 225C

- 12

- 17
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PSARIWARE - Painted Marks
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Vessol Form

Blue painted bowl fragmont

Polychrome pitchor fragment

Bluo paintod cup with handleo

Polychrome painted saucer
Ribbed Blus painted bowl
Blue psinted bowl fragment

Blue transfor-printed cup with
handle

Mark Color

Blue

Brown

Bluo

Brown

Blue

Blue

Blue

38 GN 2
Ninty-six
Catalog Number

238 GN 2~ 203 -9

8GN 2=225L-6
.38 GN 2 - 224C - 131
38 GN 2 - 224C - 153

38 GN 2 - 2254 -20

38 GN 2 - 2244 - 83

38 GN 2= 224R ~ 22

38 GN 2 - 22k ~ 151

38 GN 2 - 224C - 176
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PRARIWARE « Psinted Marks

7

Vossel Form

Blue painted saucer fragment

Polychrome painted bowl fragment

¥ark Color

Bluo

Browm

Polychrome painted saucer fragment Drown

Polychrome painted saucsr
(yollow btand around rim witl
small flowers dotting interior)

Polychrome painted saucer
(pattern same as 225B - 72)

Polychrome peinted cup
(pattern zame as 225B - 72)

Polychrome painted cup .
(pattern some as 225B = 72)

Browm

Brown

Brown

Brown

38 G

2

Ninty—-ciz
Catalogz Nuxnber

28 G 2 - 224C = 147

N “,31.‘
()
et

[§¢

33 GX

28 GN

38 Gy

38 Gn

38 &

1N
{

1N
1N
Won
(s ]
it

77

2253 - 72

224¢ - 123

224C - 134

2258 - 73
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