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Islamic Radicalism

' Shahrough Akhavi
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MILITANT Islamic groups burst into
{ prominence on the Middle Eastern
political scene inthe 1970's, Inlran,
a radical Islamic maovement, led by
the Ayatollah Buhollah Khomeini,
eHected a revolution with lhe
avowed intention of establishing a
theocracy. Other radical [slamic or-
ganizations have been active in Af-
ghanstan {where they have fought
bath the Marast-Leninist regime in
Kabul and the Soviel occupiers), in
Lebanon, and in Egypl. The works
under review, although ditferent in
many respects, share a concermn
with radical Islam. These works aiso
show thal although the salience of
radical ideclogy might be declining
irn other pars of the world, radi-
cal Islam retains an attraclion for
some disaffected elements of Mus-
lirm societies.
Islamec radicals insist on the inex

tricability of religion and palitics in
the Istamic world view and attempt
o uphold the unity of theory and

| practice in Islam, using violence, it
|

necessany, lo achieve their goals.
Islamic radicakism, then, represents
what may be termed a "militant orth-

' apraxy.” Radicals maintain that the

|stamic doctring of salvation calls
for the creation of a community of
believers in this world and obligates
believers to strengthen and enlarge
that community. By contrast, at-
tempting to flfill God's command-
ments as a private mndmwidual re-
tards the realization of salvation and
therefore may be seen as a deroga-
tion of lslam.

In examining radical groups hav-
ng modernist concerns, Olivier Roy
tocuses on Afghanistan, although
he makes brief references ta lran
and Pakistan, Roy applies o these
graups the neologism “lslamist,”
which denctes an Islam ornented 1o
ward action, (For Roy, the word “is-
lam" itself carries the standard eth-
ico-cultural connotations. ) Henry
Munson reluctantly uses the word
"fundamentalisi,” laule de mieux, 1in
rreating lslamic radicalism in lran
Egypt, Saud Arabna, and Syria. Em-
manuel Sivan prefers the word “rad-
ical.” His work concentrales on
Egypt, although he devoles soma
attention to Lebanon and Syna

The approaches of these works
alsop differ. Boy--an anthropolo-
gisl—exarmines both weas and or-
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ganization, and in farge measure,
his analysis relies on field research
that he conducted aver a five-year
perncd. Munson—also an anthro-
pologisl—synthesizes the second
ary fitgrature on his topic. Sivan's
book is an essay on the history of
ideas, with anly passing (although
at times informative) treatment of
the arganization and structure of 1s
lamic radical groups

ROY'S analys's of the Afghan Isiam-
ists shows that they seek to use
modern inshtut:ons, such as poit-
cal parties, and science and lech-
nology to vindicate the eternal ver
ttes of Islamic revelation. The
slamists—men of achon—have
joinad with the clergy—protession-
al men of religion—to resist the
Marxist-Leninist regime in Kabul
and its Soviet supporiers. The cler-
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