University of South Carolina

Scholar Commons

Section 1: Introduction Imaging the Invisible

2012

How Small is Small?

Allison Marsh
University of South Carolina - Columbia, marsha@mailbox.sc.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/imm_section1

b Part of the Arts and Humanities Commons, Bioinformatics Commons, Biology Commons,

Biotechnology Commons, Chemistry Commons, and the Library and Information Science Commons

Recommended Citation

Marsh, Allison, "How Small is Small?" (2012). Section 1: Introduction. 5.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/imm_section1/5

This Book is brought to you by the Imaging the Invisible at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Section 1: Introduction by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact
digres@mailbox.sc.edu.


https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/imm_section1
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/imm
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/imm_section1?utm_source=scholarcommons.sc.edu%2Fimm_section1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/438?utm_source=scholarcommons.sc.edu%2Fimm_section1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/110?utm_source=scholarcommons.sc.edu%2Fimm_section1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/41?utm_source=scholarcommons.sc.edu%2Fimm_section1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/111?utm_source=scholarcommons.sc.edu%2Fimm_section1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/131?utm_source=scholarcommons.sc.edu%2Fimm_section1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1018?utm_source=scholarcommons.sc.edu%2Fimm_section1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/imm_section1/5?utm_source=scholarcommons.sc.edu%2Fimm_section1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digres@mailbox.sc.edu

The first challenge in illustrating a world invisible to the

naked eye is understanding size. How big (or small) is the
width of a human hair? What is the actual size of bacteria?
What is the range of visible light? What is the diameter of a
carbon nanotube? Compare the relative sizes of the things

featured in this exhibit.

The International System of Units (Sl) has adopted a standard

nomenclature for measurement based on the meter.

10°m = 1 meter (m)

10" m = 1 decimeter (dm)
102%m = 1 centimeter (cm)
103 m = 1 millimeter (mm)
10°m = 1 micrometer (pm)
10° m = 1 nanometer (nm)
10"™m = 1 picometer (pm)

10"m = 1 femtometer (fm)
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